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Last Session, &c. 



I PROPOSE to give the Publick an Ac- 
count of the moft important Affairs at 
Hoipe^ during the laft Sefiion of Parlia-* 
ment ; as well as of our Negotiations of Peace 
Abroad, not only during that Period, butfome 
Time before and fince. I will relate the chief 
Matters tranfa&ed by both Houfes in that Sew 
fion; and difcover the Defigns carried on by 
the Heads of a difcontented Party, not only 
agdnft the Miniiby, but in fbme Manner againft 
the Crown idel£ I likewife fhall ftate the 
Debts of the Nation ; fhew by what Mifma- 
nagement, and to ferve what Purpofes, they 
were at firft contradled; by what Negligence 
or Corruption they have fo prodigidufly grown ; 
Vot, IX B and 
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Jlnd what Methods have fince been- taken to 
provide, not only for their Payment, but to 
prevent the like Mifchief for the Time to come: 
Althpiigh, in an Age like ours, I can expeft 
very few impartial Readers; yet I fhall ftriftly 
foUoWTnlth; or what reafonably appear^ to bjB 
fuch, after the nioft impartial Inquiries I could 
make, and the beft Opportunities of being in- 
jformed by thofe, who were the principal A61- 
ors or Advifers : Neither fhall I mingle Pane- 
gyrick or Satire with an Hiftory intended to in- 
form Pofterity, ks well as to inftruft ^bfe of the 
prefent Age, who may be ignorant or mifled, 
fince Fadts, truly ifelated, are the beft Applau- 
Tcs, or moft laftihg^Reproaches. 

r ■ •■ - _ ' - " 
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DiscouRSEa Upon Subjects relating to the 
f ublick ufually feem to be calculated only for 
London^ and fome few Miles about it'; while 
the Authors fuppofe their Readers to be inform- 
ed of feveral Particul^irs, tp which thofe who 
live remote are for the Generality utter Stran- 
gers. Moft people, who frequent' this Town, 
acquire a Sort of a Smattering (fiich as it is) 
which qualifies them for reading ' a Paniphlet, 
and finding out what is meant by, Innuendoes or 
JHints at Fafts or Perfons, or initial ^Letters of 

ames; wherein Gehdemen at Diftance, al- 
though perh^s of much better Upderftand- 

: mgs,, 
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ings> are wholely in the Dark: Wherefore, that 
thefe Memoirs may be rendered niore general- 
ly intelligible and ufeful, it will be convenient 
to give the keadet a fhort View of the State and 
Difpojfition of Affairs, when the laft Seflion of 
iParliament began : And, becaufe the Party 
t^eaders, who had loft their Power arid Places, 
were, upon that Jurifture," ciriiplbying all their 
Engines in in Attempt to rfe-efkblifh them- 
felves; I fliall venture one Step further, and 
reprefent {6 miich of their Charadtbrs, as may 
be fuppofed to have influenced their Politicks- 

On tlie l^yenth Day of December y 1711, be^ 
gan the fecond Seflion of this Parliament. It 
Was now above a Year, fince the Qiieen had 
thought fit to put the great Offices of State, and 
of Her own ttoufhold, into other Hands. How- 
ever, three of the difcontented Lords were ftill 
in Pofleflion of their Places : For, the Duke of 
Marlborough continued Gerieral j the Duke of 
Somerfei Mafter of the Horfe ; and the Earl of 
Cholmondely yx^^inxtx of Her Majefty*s Houfe- 
hold: Like wife, great Numbers of the fanie 
Party ffiU kept Employments of Value arid Im- 
portance ; which had not been ufual of late 
Years upon any Changes of Minlfliiy. The 
Qiieen, who judged the Temper of Her People 
by this Houfe of Commons, which a' Landed 

B 3^ Intereft 
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Interefl: had freely chofen, found theni very dc^ 
firous of a fecure and honouraWe Peace ; and 
dii^ofed to leave the Management of it to Her 
own Wifdonx, and that of Her Council. She 
had therefore, feveral Months before the Seffion 
began, fent to inform the States General of 
fome Overtures which had been made to Her 
by. the Enemy; and, during that Summer, 
Her Majefty took feveral farther Steps in this 
great Affsk, until at Length, after many Diffi- 
culties, a Congrefs for a general Treaty at 
Utrecht was agreed upon : The whole Proceed- 
ings of which / previous Negotiation between 
our Coui;t and that of France I fhall, in its 
proper Place, very particularly relate. 

The Nation was already upon a better Foot, 
ivith Refped to its Debts: For, the Earl of 
Oocfordy Lord Treafurer, had, in the preceding 
Seflion, propofed and efFeded Ways and Means^ 
in the Houfe of Commons (where he was then 
a Member) for providing a Parliamentary Fund, 
to clear the heavy Arrear of ten Millions, 
(whereof the greateftPart lay upon the Navy) 
without any new Burthen (at leaft after a very 
few Years) to the Kingdom : And, at the fame 
Time^ he, took Care to prevent farther Incum- 
brances upon that Article, by finding ready 
^oney for Naval Provifions j which hath faved 

the 
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the Publick Ibmewhat more than Cent, per 
Cent, in that mighty Branch of our Expence. 

The Clergy were altogether in the Intereft? 
and the Meafures of the prefent Miniftry, Vhtch 
had appeared fo boldly in their Defence during 
a Profecution againft one of their Members, 
where the whole facred Order was underftood 
to be concerned. The Zeal (hewn for that 
moft religious Bill, to fetde a Fund iot building 
Fifty Churches in and about the City of Lon-- 
don^ was a frefli Obligatbn; and they wtre 
£ffther highly gratified by Her Maje%'s chufing 
^ one of tibcir Body to be a gfeat Officer of 
State. . 

By this Time, likewift, all Difputes about 
thofe Principles, which ufed originally to di- 
vide Whig and Tory^ vijeirc whokly dropped 5 
and thofe fantaftick Words ought in Jufticc 
to have beeafo too, provided we could hare 
found out more convenient Names^, whereby 
to diftinguifh Lovers of Peace from Lovers of 
War ; or thofe who would leave Her Majefty 
fbme Degree of Freedom in the Choice of 
Her Minifters, from others who could not be 

fatisfied 

♦ Dr. Sah/49, Lord^^Biihop of LonAn, to ^c fcord 
Privy-Scal. 
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fatisfied with Her chufing any, except fuch a$* 
^e was ayerii? from, 

Bu3s where a Nation is one? divided, Intc-t 
reft and Animofity wiU keep open the Breach, 
without being fupported by any qther Princi- 
ples J or, at worft, a Body of difcontented 
People can change, and take up what Princr-f 
pies they pleafe. ' 

As to the Difpofition^ of the oppofite Party, 
^t this Jun6hire, we all remember, that the 
Removal of the laft Miniftry was brought 
^bout by feveral Degrees; through which 
Means it happened, that they and their Friends 
were hardly recovered out of one Aftoniihment, 
before they fell into another. This Scene lafted 
for feme Months 3 tod was followed by a Pe- 
riod of Rage and Defpair, natural to thofe 
who refleft, that they have loft a fecure Game 
by their own Raflinefs, Folly, and Want of 
common Management : When at the fame 
Time they knew by Experience, that a watch-, 
ful and dextrous Adverfary lay ready to take 
the Advantage, However, fom,? Time before 
the Seffion, the Heads of that Pafty began to 
recolledl themfelves, and rally their Forces; 
Jike an Enenpiy who hath been beaten out of 
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the Field, but findeth he is not purfued. For, 
although the Chiefs of this Faftion were 
thought to have but litde Efteem or-Friendfliip 
for each other, yf t they perfeftly agreed in one 
general End of diftrefling, by all poffible Me-- 
riiods, the new Adminiftration ; wherein, if 
they could fucceed fo far, as to put the Queen 
under any great Ncceffity, another Parliament 
muft be called, and perhaps the Power devolve 
again intQ their own Hands, 

• 

The Iffue and Event of that grand Confe- 
deracy appearing in both Houfes, although un- 
der a different Form, upon the firft Day the 
Parliament met; I cannot better begin the Re- 
lation of Afi^rs commencing frbm that Period, 
than by a thorough Detedtion'of the whole In- 
trigue, carried on with the greateft Privacy and 
Application ; which muft be acknowledged to 
have for fome Days very much difconcerted 
the Miniftry, as well as difpirited their Friends ; 
and of the Confequences thereof, which have in 
reality been fo very pernicious to the Kingdom* 

Bui», bccauie the principal Leaders in thi« 
Defign are the fame Perfons to whom, fince 
die Lofs of their Power, all the Oppofition 
Jl4th been ' owing,^ which the Court received 

eithQr 
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either in Tireatdes Abroad, or the AdmJBiftra- 
tion at Home j it may not be imipropcr to dc- 
fcribe thefe -Qualities in each erf" themt, which 
few of their Admirers will deny, and which 
appear chiefly to have influenced them in a<5^-» 
ing their feveral Parts upon the publick Stage : 
For, I do not pretend to draw their Charadters 
entire, which would be tedious, and litde to 
the Purpofe ; but fhall only fingle out thofe 
Paflions, Acquirements, and Habits, which the 
Owners were mofl: likely to transfer into their 
political Schemes 5 and which were mofk fubfer-^ 
yient to the Defigns they feemed to have ia 
View. 

The Lord Sommen may very defenjcdly be 
reputed the Head and Oracle of that Piarty ; 
He hath raifed himfelf by the Conciurence of 
many Circunxftances to the greateft Employ* 
ments of the State, without the leaft Support 
from Birth or Fortune : He hath conftantly» 
and with great Stcadinefs cultivated thofe Prin- 
ciples under which he grew. That Accident 
which fir ft produced him into the World, of 
pleading for the Biihops whom KiagJame^haA 
fent to the Tower, might have proved aPiece 
of Merit as honourable as it was fortunate j 
But, the old Republican Spirit, which the Re^ 

volution had roufed, began to teach other Lef- 

fomj 



the Last Session, QPr. 9 

foas J that, finco we had accepted a new King 
ftom a CalvinKlical Cooimon wealth, we mu& 
Uk^wiie adniit new Maxims in Religion and 
Government : But, fince the Nobility and Gen- 
try would probably adhere to the Eftabliflied 
Church, and to the Rights of Monarchy at 
delivered dowjOL from their Anoeflors ; it wat 
the Pra<Slice of thefe Politicians to introduce 
fuch Men, as were perfedlly kidiiFerent to any 
or no Religion ; and who were not likely to 
inherit much Loyalty from thofe to whom they 
owed their Birth, Of this. Number was th<; 
Perfon I am now defcribing : I have hardly 
known any Man with Talents more proper to 
acquire and pf eferve the Favour of a Prince i 
never o^ndtng in Word or Gefture, which are 
In the higheft Degree courteous and complai- 
lant ; wherein he fet an excellent Example to 
his Colkgues, which they did not think fit to 
follow ; But this extreme Civility is univerfal 
and undifUnguiihed s and in private Converfa- 
tion, where he obferveth it as inviqlably as if 
be were in the greateft Aflembly, it is fome- 
times cenfured as formal. Two Rcafons are 
^ffigned for this Behaviour : Firft, that, from 
the Confcioufnefs of his humble Original, he 
keepeth all. Familiarity at* the utmoft Diftance, 
which otherwife might be apt to intrude : The 
Second, that^ being fcnfible Ixow fubje<S he is to 

• violent 
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violent Paffion^, he avoideth all Incitements to 
them, by teaching thofe he converfeth with, 
from his own Examples, to keep a great Way 
within the Bounds of Decency and Refped. 
And, h is indeed true, that no Man is more 
apt to take Fire upon the leaft Appearance of 
l^rovocation 5 which Temper he ftriveth to 
^bdue with the utmoft Violence upon him-» 
felf ; fo that his Bread hath been feen to heave, 
and his Eyes to fparkle with Rage, in thofe 
very Moments when his Words, And the Ca^ 
dence of his Voice, were in the humbleft and 
fofteft Manner. Perhaps this Force upon his 
Nature may caufe that infatiable Love of Re- 
venge, which his Detraftors lay to his Charge \ 
who confequently reckon Diffimulation among ' 
his chief Perfections. Avarice he hath none ; 
and his Ambition is gratified by being the un-^ 
contefted Head of his Party. With an excel-, 
lent Underftanding, adorned by all the polite 
Parts of Learning, he hath very little Tafte 
for Converfation ; to which hie prefers the 
Pleafure of Reading and Thinking ; and, in 
the Intervals of his Time, amufeth himfelf 
with an illiterate Chaplain, an huntble Com-i 
panion, or a favourite Servant. 

These are fome few diftlnguifhing Marks 
in the Character of that Perfon, w^io now pre-, 

fideth 
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fideth over the difcontented Party ; although 
lie be not anfwcrable for all their Miftakes : 
And, if his Precepts had been more ftridlly 
followed, perhaps their Power had not been 
(6 eafily (haken. I have been affured, and 
have heard him profefs, that he was agaihfl 
engaging in titiat foolifli frofecution of Dodlof - 
Sacbeverall 5 as what he forefaw was likely to 
end in their Ruin : That, he blamed the rough • 
Demeanor of foniie Perfons to the Queen, as 
a great Failure in Prudence ; and that when it 
appeared Her Majefty was firmly refolved to 
enter into a Treaty of Peace, he advifed his 
Friends not to oppofe it in its Progrefs, but 
find Fault with it after it was made ; which 
would be a Copy of the like Ufage themfelves 
had met with after the Treaty of Ryfmck; 
and the fafeft, as well as the moft probable 
Way of (Hfgracing the Promoters and Ad- 
vifers. I have been the larger in reprefenting 
to the Reader fome Idea of this extraordinary 
Genius, becaufe whatever Attempt hath hi- 
therto been nntade« with any Appearance, of 
Condufli, or Probability of Succefs, to reftore 
the Dominion of that Party, was infallibly con- 
trived by him. And I prophefy the fame for 
the future, as long ^s his Age and Infirpiities 
wiU W^v? hipi capable of Bufiaefs. 

The 
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The Duke oi MarlborougVs Character haA 
been fo varioully drawn, and is indeed of fb 
mixed a Nature in itfelf, that \k is bard to pro* 
nounce on either Side, without th^ Sufpicioa 
of Flattery or Detradion, I fhall fay nothing 
of his military Accomplifhments, which th^ 
«>ppofite Reports of his Friends and Enemies 
among the Soldiers have rendered in fome 
Manner, problematical: But, if he be among 
thofe who delight in War, it is agreed to be 
not for the Reafons common with other Ge* 
nerals. Thofe Maligners, who deny him per- 
fonal Valour, fcem not to confider, that this, 
Accufation is diarged at a Vemtore ; fiace the 
Perfoh of a wife General is too feldbm; expbfed, 
to form any Judgment in the Matter : And 
that Fear, which is faid to have fwietimes difr^ 
concerted him before an Adion» might pro* 
bably be mort for hi's Army than for himfelf. 
He was bred in the. Height of what is called 
the Tory-Principle; and continued with a 
ftrong Biafs that Way, until the other Party 
had bid higher for him than his Friends could 
afford to give. His Want of Literature is in 
fome Sort fupplled by a good UnderftjmcKng, 
a Degree of natural Elocution, and that Know- 
ledge of the World which is learned in Ar- 
mies and Courts. We are hot to take the 
Height of his Ambition from his foliciting to 

be 
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be General for Life : I am perfuaded his chief 
Motive was the Pay «id Perquifitcs by conti- 
nuing the War ; and that he had then no In- 
tention of fettling the Crown in his Family ; 
his only Son having been dead fbmc Years be- 
fore. He is noted to be Mafter of great Tem-* 
per, able to govern, or very well difguife his 
Paffions, wliich are all melted down or extin- 
guiihed in his Love of Wealth. That Libe- 
rality which Nature hath denied him with re- 
^eft to Money, he maketh up by great Pro- 
fiifion of Promifes : But this Perfe<Stbn, fo ne-^ 
ceffiiry in Courts, is not very fuccefsful in 
Camps, among Soldiers, who are not refined 
enough to -uhderftand or to relifli it. 

His Wife, the Dutchfefs, may juftly chal- 
lenge her Place in this Lift. It is to her the 
Duke is chiefly indebted for his Greatnefs and 
his Fall. Fdr above twenty Years flie poiTefled, 
without a Rival, l3ie Favours of the moft in- 
dulgent Miftrefe in the World ; nor ever miffed 
one fingle Opportunity that fell in her Way 
of improving it to hw- own Advantage. She 
hath preferved a tolerabk Court Reputationi 
with refpedl to Love and Gallantry. But three 
Furies feigned in her Breaft, the moft mortal 
Enemies of all fofter Paffions ; which were^ 
fordid Avarice, difdainful Pride, and ungovern- 
able 
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able Rage* By the laft of thefc often break* 
ing out in Sallies of tUp moft unpardonable^ 
Sort, flie had long alienated her Sovereign's, 
Mind, before it appeared to the World. This. 
Lady is not without fome Degree of Wit j and 
hath in her Time affcdted the Charaftcr of it, 
by the ufual Method of arguing againft Reli-^ 
gion, and proving the Doctrines of Chriftianityt 
to be impoffible and abfurd* Imagine vrhat 
fuch a Spirit, irritated by the Lofs of Power^ 
Favour, and Employment, is capable of adling 
or attempting 3 and then I have iUd enough. 

The ncxt^ m due Order to be riaehtionedy id 
the Earl of GodplpbiH. It is faid he was ori-'. 
ginally intended for a Trade, before hisFrlendt 
preferred him to be a Page at Court j which 
4^me, very unjuftly, have objected as a^Re-^ 
proach. He hath rifen gradually in four 
Reigns; and was more conftant to his fecond 
Mafter, King yames^ than fome others whcr 
had received much greater Obligations ; for hq 
attended the abdicated King to the Sea^fide, 
and kept conftant Correfpondence with him 
until the Day of his Death, He always pro- 
feffed a . Sort of Paflion for the Queen at St, 
Germains ; and his Letters to her were in a Stilcr 
of what the French caXX dbuble^entendre *y in a^ 
Mixture of Love and Rcfped* He ufed fre- 
quently 
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quently to fend her from Jience little Prefents 
of thofe Things which are agreeable to Ladies; 
for which he always :. afked King Wit Hani ^ 
Leave, as if withoftt her Privity j becaufe, if 
fhe had known that Circumftance, it was to 
be fuppofed ihe would not accept them. Phy- 
fiognomifts would hardly difcover by confult-. 
ing the Afpedt of this 3Lx>rd, that his predo^ 
minant Paflions were Love and Play; that 
he coukl^ fometimes fcratch out a Song in 
Praife of his Mift.i'^fs, with a Pencil and a 
Card ; or that he hath Tears at Command, 
like a Wofnah, to be ufed either in an Intrigue 
of Gallantry or Politicks. His Alliance with 
the Marlborwgh Family, and his Paffion for 
the Dutchcfs, w§re the Cords which dragged 
him into a Party, whofe Principles he natu- 
rally diflikedi and \yhofe Leaders he pcrfonally 
hated, a$ they did him. He became a tho* 
rough Convert by a perfeft Trifle, taking 
Fire at a *. Nickname delivered by Dr. Sacbe^ 
v^r^// with great Indifcretion from the Pulpit, 
which he applied to himfelf : And this is onis 
^mpng many Inftances, given by his Enemies, 
that Magnanimity is none of his Virtues. 

The Earl of Sunder/and is another Branch 
pf that Alliance. It feemeth tp have been this 

Gentleman's 

♦ Vqlponb, 
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Gentleman's Fortune to have learwed his Divi- 
nity from his father, and his Politicks from 
his f Tutor. It may be thought a Bleihifh in 
his Charafter, that he hath much fallen from 
the Height of thofe Republican Priac^ks with 
1^rhich he began: Foi*, in his Fatlier'^ Lifi> 
time, while he was Member of the Houfe of 
Commons, he would often among his familiat 
Friends refufe the Title of Lord, (as he hath 
done to myfelf ) fwear that he would never be 
called otherwife than Charles Spencer y and 
hoped to fee the Day, when there fhould not 
be a Peer in England. His Underftanding is 
at beft of the midlding Size 5 neither hath he 
much improved it either in Reality, or, wWch 
IS very unfortunate; even in the Opinion of 
the World, by an overgrown Library : It is 
hard to decide, whether he learned that rough 
Way of treating his Sovereign from the Lady 

he is allied to, or whether it be the Refult of 
his own Nature, The Senfe of the Injuries 
he hath done renders him (as it is very natural) 
implacable towards thofe, to whom he hath 
given greateft Caufe to complain ; for which 
Reafon he will never forgive either the Qu^en> 
or the prefent Treafurcr, 
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The Earl of Wharton hath filled the Pro- 
vince allotted him by his Collegues with Suffi- 
ciency equal to the ablefl of them all. He 
hath imbibed his * Father's Principles in Go- 
vernment, but dropt his Religion, and took 
up no other in its Stead : Excepting that Cir- 
cumftance, he is a rigid Prelb3rterian. He is 
perfectly (killed in all the Arts of managing at 
Eledlions, as well as in laying Baits of Pleafurc 
for making Converts of young Men of Qua- 
lity upon their firft Appearance ; in which pub- 
lick Service he contracted fuch large Debts, 
that his Brethren were forced out bf mere Juft- 
ice, to leave Ireland at his Mercy ; where he 
had only Time to fet himfelf right. Although 
the graver Heads of his Partjf think him too 
profligate and abandoned ; yet they dare not 
be afhamed of him : For, befides his Talents 
above nientioned, he is very* ufeful in Parlia- 
ment, being a ready Speaker 5 and * content 
to employ his Gift upon fuch Occafions, where 
thofe who conceive they have any Remainder 
of Reputation or Modefty are aftiamed to ap- 
pear. In fhort, he is an inconteftable Inftance 
to difcover the true Nature of Fadtion ; fincc 
being over-run with every Quality which pro- 
duceth Contempt and Hatred in all other Com- 
VoL.IX. C mcrcc 

♦ The Earl his Father was a rigidPr^IbyUr^a. 
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merce of the World, he hath notwithftahd- 
ing been able to make fo confiderable a Fi- 
gure. 

The Lord Cowper^ although his Merits arc 
later than the reft, deferveth a Rank in this 
,great Council • He wis very conifiderable in the 
Station of a prac^ifing Lawyer ^ but, as he was 
raifed to be Chancellor and a Peer, without 
paffing through any of the intermediate Steps, 
which in late Times hath been the conftant 
Pradice, and little fkilled in the Nature of Go- 
vernment, or the true Interefts of Princes, 
further than the municipal or common Law of 
Englandj to which he was bred, his Abilities 
as to foreign Affairs did not equally appear in 
the Council* Some former Paffages of his 
Xife were thought to difqualiiy him for that Of- 
fice, by which he was to be the Guardian of 
the Qjjeen's Confcience : But thefe Difficulties 
were eafily over-ruled by the Authors of his 
Promotion, who wanted a Perfon that would 
be fubfcrvient to all their Defigns ; wherein they 
were not difirppointed* As to his other Accom- 
pliflinjents, he is what we ufually call a Piece of 
a Scholar, and a •good logical Reafoner; if this 
were not too often allayed by a fallacious Way ' 
of managing an Argument, which maketh him 

apt 
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apt to deceive the Unwary, and fometimes to 
deceive himfelf. 

The laft to be fpoken of in this Lift is the 
Earl of Nottingham, a Convert and Acquifition 
. to that Party fince their Fall, to which he con- 
tributed his Affiftance j I mean his Words, and 
probably his Wifhes: For, he had always 
hved under the conftant, vifible P^feffion of 
Principles dire<aiy oppofite to thofe of his new 
Friends: His vehement and frequent Speeches 
againft admitting the Prince of Orange to the 
Throne are yet to be feen. And, although a 
numerous Family gave a fpecious Pretence to 
his Love of Power and Money, for taking an 
Employment under that Monarch, yet he Wjas 
allowed to have always kept a Referve of Al- 
legiance to his exiled Mafterj of which his 
Friends produce feveral Inftances, and fome, 
while he was Secretary of State to King /F//- 
liam. His outward Regularity of Life, his 
Appearance of Religion, and feeming Zeal for 
the Church, as they are an EfFeft, fo they are 
the Excufe of that Stifihefs and Formality, with 
which his Nature is fraught. His aduft Com- . 
plexion difpofeth him to Rigour and Severity, 
which his Admirers palliate with the Name of 
Zeal. No Man had ever a lincerer Counte- 

C 2 nance, 



20 The HISTORY of 

nance, or more truly reprefenting his Mind find 
Manners. He hath fome Knowlege in the 
Law, very amply fufficient to defend his own 
Property atleaft* A Facility of Utterance, de- 
fcended to him from his Fadier, and improved 
by a few Sprinklings of Literature, hath brought 
himfelf and fome few Admirers into an Opinion 
of his Eloquence. He is every Way much in*- 
ferior to his Brother Guernfey ; but chiefly in 
thofe Talents, which he moft valueth and pre- 
tendethtoj over whom neverthelefs he preferveth 
an Afcendant. His great Ambition was to be 
at the Head of thofe, who were called the 
Church-Party : And, indeed, his grave, folemn 
Deportment and Countenance, feconded by 
Abundance of Profeflions for their Service, had 
given many of them an Opinion of his Veracity j 
which he interpreted as their Senfe of his Judg- 
ment and Wifdom : And this Miftake lafted until 
the Time of his Defedion, of which it was part- 
ly the Caufe j but then it plainly appeared that 
he had not Credit to bring over one fingle Prof- 
tlyte, to keep himfelf in Countenance. 

These Lineaments, however imperfedly 
drawn, may help the Reader's Imagination to 
•conceive what Sort of Perfons thofe were^ who 
had the Boldnefs to encounter the Queen and 
Miniftry, at jhe Head of a great Majority of the 

Landed 
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Landed Intereft; and this upon a Point, where 
the Quiet of Her Majefty's Reign, the Security, 
or at leaft the Freedom of Her Perfon, the Lives 
of Her moft faithful Friends, and the Settling 
of the Nation by a Peace, were in the Confe- 
quences deeply concerned. 

• 
During the Dominion of the late Men in 
Power, Addrefleshad been procured from both 
Houfes to the Queen, reprefenting their Opinion ; 
That np Peace could be lecure ior Great Britain 
while Spain or the" Weji Indies remained in the 
Pofleffion of the Bourbon Family. But, Her Ma- 
jefty having for Reafons, which have been often 
told to die World, and which will not fbon be 
forgotten, called a new Parliament, and chofe 
a new Set of Servants, began to view Things 
and Perfonp in another Light : She confidered- 
the Neceffities of Her People, the diftant Pro- 
fped: of a Peace upon fuch an improbable Con- 
dition, which was never mentioned, or under- 
ftood in the Grand Alliance 5 the unequal Bur- 
then fhe bore in the War, by the Pradlices of 
the Allies upon the Corruption of fome whom 
fhemofttrufted; or perhaps by the Pradices of 
thefe upon the Allies ; and laftly by the Changes 
which Death had brought abput in the Aujirian 
and Bourbon Families : Upon all which Motives 
ihe was prevailed upon to receive ibme Over- 
tures 
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tures from France j in Behalf of herfelf and the 
whole Confederacy. The fevend Steps of thjs 
Negotiation, from it's firft Rife to the Time I am 
now writing, fliall be related in another Part of 
this Hiftory. Let it fuffice for the prefent to 
fay. That fuch Propofals were received fix>m 
France as were thought fufficient by our Court 
whereupon to appdbt Time and Place for a 
general Treaty. And, foon after the Opening 
of the Seffion, the * Bifhop of Brijloly Lord 
Privy-Seal, was difpatched to Utrecbtywherc he 
and the Earl of Straffard were appointed Pleni 
nipotentiarics for the Queen of Great Britain. 

The Managers of the difcontented Party, 
who during the whole Summer had obferved 
the Motions of the Court running faft towards 
a Peace, began to gather up all their Forces, 
in Order to oppofe Her Majefty's Defigns when 
the Parliament (hould meet. Their only 
Strength was in the Houfe of Lords, where 
the Queen had a very crazy Majority, made up 
by thofe whofe Hearts were in the other Inte- 
reft; but whofe Fears, Expeftations, or im- 
mediate Dependence had hitherto kept them 
within Bounds. There were two Lords, upon 
whofe Abilities and Influence of a very differ- 
ent Nature, the Managers built their ftrongeft 

Hopes. 

* Dr. Robinforiy afterwards Bifkop of Lsnd^n, 
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Hopes. The firft was the Duke of Somerfet^ 
Mailer of the Horfe. This Duke, as well aa 
his Dutchefs, Was in a good Degree of Favour 
with the Queen, upon the Score of fome Ci- 
vilities and Refpedls Her Majefty had received 
from them while ftie was Princefs : For, fome 
Years after the Revolution, he never appeared 
at Court ; but was looked upon as a Favourer 
of the abdicated Family : And it was the late 
Earl of Rocbefter who firft prefentcd him to 
King William : However, fince the Time he 
came into Employment, which was towards 
the Clofe of the laft Reign, he hath been a 
conftant zealous Member of the other Party j 
but never ^led either in Attendance, or Re-» 
Ipedt towards the Queen's Perfonj or, at 
moft, only threatened fometimes, that he 
would ferve no longer, whil? fuch or fuch 
Men were employed, which, as Things went 
then, was not reckoned any Offence at all 
againft Duty or Behaviour. He had been 
much carefled and flattered by .the Lords of 
the * Jun&OyVrho fometimes went fo far as to 
give him Hopes of ; the Crowji in Reverfion to 
his Family, upon Failure in the Houfe of Ha^ 
mver. All this worked fo far upon bis Imagi- 
nation, that he afFcfted to appear the Head of 
their Party, to which his Talents were no 

Way 
* A Cant Name given to fi?^ Ziords of that Party. 
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Way proportioned: For, they foon grew weary 
of his indigefted Schemes, and his imperious 
Manner of obtruding them. They began to 
drop him at their Meetings, or ContradiA him 
with little Ceremonyi when he happened to 
be there, which his haughty Nature was not 
able to brook. Thus, a mortal Quarrel was 
kindled between him and the whole Affembly 
of Party Leaders ; fo that, upon the Queen's 
firft Intentions of changing Her Miniftry foon 
after the Tryal of Dodlor Sacheverell, he ap-* 
pointed feveral Meetings with Mr. Harley alone, 
in the moft private Manner, in Places and at 
Times leafi liable to Sulpicien : He employed 
all his Credit with the Queen to drive on the 
Removal of my Lord Godolphin and the reft ; 
and in the Council treated the fmall Remain- 
der, who continued fome Tjme longer in their 
Places, with all poflible Marks of Hatred or 
Difdain : But, when the Queftion came for 
diflblving the Parliament, he ftopt ftiort : He 
had already fatiated his Refentments, which 
were not againft Things, but Perfons : He 
furioufly oppofed that Council, and promifed to 
undertake for the Parliament himfelf. When 
the Queen had declared Her Pleafure for the 
DilTolution, he flew off^ in greater Rage than 
ever 5 oppofed the Court in all Eledlions where 
he had Influence or Power 5 and made very 

bumble 
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humble Advances to reconcile himfelf with 
the difcarded Lords, efpecially the Earl of Go^ 
dolphin ; who is reported to have treated him 
at Newmarket in a moft contemptuous Manner : 
But the Sincerity of his Repentance, which 
appeared manifeftly in the firft Seflion of the 
new Parliament ; and the Ufe he might be of 
by his own remaining Credit, or riather that of 
his Dutchefs with the Queen, at length begat 
a Reconcilement. He ftill kept his Employ- 
ment and Place in the Cabinet Council, but 
had never appeared there, from an avowed 
Diflifee of all Perfons and Proceedings. It 
happened about the End of Summer 171 1, at 
Windfor^ when the Cabinet Council was fum- 
moned ; this Duke, whether by Direftions 
fro|n his Teachers, or the. Inftability of his Na- 
ture, took a Fancy to refume his Place ; and a 
Chair was brought accordingly : Upon which, 
Mr. Secretary St. John refufed to ajjtji ; a7td 
gave his Reafo7ts : That he would never fit in 
Council with a Man who had fo often betrayed 
them ; and was openly engaged with a FacStion, 
which endoavoured to obftrudt all Her Maje^ 
fty's Meafures. Thus the Council was put off 
to next Day ; and the Duke made no farther 
Attempts to be there : But, upon this Incident, 
he declared open War againft theMiniftry, and^ 
frofii that Time to the Seilion, employed him- 
felf 
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felf in fpiritmg up feveral depending Lords to ad- 
here to their Friends, when an Occafion fhould, 
offer. The Arguments he made Ufe of were ; 
That, thofe in Power defigned to make an ig- 
nominious and unfecure Peace, without con- 
fulting the Allies; That, this could be no 
otherwLfe prevented, than by an Addrefs from 
the Lords to fignify their Opinion, That no 
Peace could be honourable or fecure, while 
Spain or the Weft Indies remained in any of the 
Bourbon Family ; upon which feveral farther 
Refolutions and Enquiries would naturally fol- 
low ; That, the Differences between the two . 
Houfes upon this Point mufl either be made 
up by the Commons agreeing with the Lords^ 
or muft end in a DiUblution, which would be 
followed by a Return of the old Miniftry; 
who, by the Force of Money and Management^ 
could eafily get another Parliament to their 
Wiihes. He farther alTured them boldly, that 
the Queen herfelf was at the Bottom of this 
Defigri, and had empowered him to defire their 
• Votes againfl the Peace, as a Point that would 
be for her Service ; and therefore they need not 
be in Pain upon Account of tfieir Pehfions, or 
any farther Marks of Favour they expefted. 
Thus, by reviving the old Art of ufing Her 
Majefiy's Authority againfl her Perfbn, he pre^ 

vailed over fome, who were not othcrwife in a. 

Station 
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Station of Life to pppofe the Crown : And his 
Profelytes naay pretend to fome Share of Pity, 
iince he offered for an Argument his own Ex- • 
ample;, who kept his Place and Favour, after 
all he had done to deferve the Lofs of both. 

Th e other Lord, in whom the difcontented 
Managers placed much of their Hopes, was the 
Earl of Nottingbaniy than whom no Man ever 
appeared to hate them more, or to be more 
pleafed at their Fall j partly from his avowed 
Principles, but chiefly from the Hopes he had 
of fharing in their Spoils, But, it fell out, that 
he was no Way acceptable to the Queen, or her 
new Servants : Thefe apprehended no little 
Trouble and Impediment to the Publick Bufi- 
nefs from his reftlefs, talkative, overweening 
Manner, if once he were fuffered to have Part 
in Affairs ; and he flood very ill with the Court, 
'ha^ng made a Motion in the Houfe of Lords, 
and in Her Majefty's Prefence, That the Elec- 
toral Prince of Hanover might be invited to re- 
fide in England j although he had before de- 
clared to the Queen, how much he was againft 
that Propofal, when it was firft offered by the 
other Party : However, fome very confiderable 
Employments had been given to his neareft Re- 
lations ; and he had one or two Offers for him- 
felf, which he thought fit to refufe, ^s not equal 

to 
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to his Merits and CSiaraftcr. Upon Ae Earl 
oi Rocbejiers Deccafe, he conceived, that the 
Crown would hardly overlook him for Prefident 
of the Council; and deeply refented that Dis- 
appointment. But, the Duke of Newcajlk^ 
Lord Privy- Seal, dying fome Time after, he 
found that Office was defigned for the Earl of 
yerfeyy and, upon this Lord's fudden Death^ 
was actually difpofed of to the Bifhop of Brijlol-^ 
by which he plainly faw, that the Queen wa$ 
determined againft giving him any Opportunity 
of direding in Affairs, or diiplaying his Elo- 
quepce in the Cabinet Council. He had now 
fiiaken off all Remains of Patience or Temper j 
and, from the Contemplation of his own Difap- 
pointments fell, as it is natural, to find Fault 
with the Publick Management; and to affure 
his Neighbours in the Country, that the Nation 
was in imminent Danger of being ruined. The 
difcontented Lords were foon apprized of this 
great Change ; and the Duke of Roxborougb^ 
the Earl's Son-in-Law, was difpatched down 
to Burleigh on the Hilly to cultivatie his prefent 
Difpofitions, and offer him whatever Terms he 
pleafed to infift on. The Earl immediately 
agreed to fall in with any Meafures for diftrefl^ 
jng or deftroying the Minifby ; But, in Order 
to preferve his Reputation with the Church- 
Party, and perhaps bring them over to his In- 

terefts. 
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terefts, he propofed, that a Bill flioul4 be 
brought into the Houfe of Lords for preventing 
Occafional Conformity, and be unanimoufly 
agreed to by all the Peers of the Low Church 
Principle j which would cpiivince the World o£ 
their good Intentions to the Eftabiiihed Re- 
ligion ; and, that their Oppofitions ta the 
Court wholely proceeded fropi their Care of 
the Nation, and Concern for its Honour and 
Safety. 

These Preparations were publick enough^' 
and the Minifters had fufficient Time to arm 
thcmfelves. But, they feem to have a<Sted iii 
this Junfture, like Men, who trufted to the 
Goodnefs of their Caufe, and the general In- 
clinations oi the Kingdom, rather than to 
thofe Arts, which our Corruptions have too 
often made fteceffary. - Calculations were in- 
deed taken, by which it was computed, that 
there would be a Majority of ten upon the 
Side of the Court. I remember to have tol4 
my Lord Harcmrt and Mr, Priory that a Ma-*- 
jority of Ten was only a Majority of Five j 
becaufe, if their Adverfafies could bring off 
Five, the Number would be equal, and fo it 
happened to prove : For the Miftake lay in 
counting upon the bare Promifes of thofe who 
were wholely in the Intereft of the Old Mini- 

ftry. 



y> The HISTORY of 

tfy, and were only kept in Awe by the Fear of 
offending the Crown, and lofin^ their Subfift- 
«nce J wherein the Duke of Somerfet had gi- 
ven them full Satisfadion. 

With thefe Difpofitions of both Parties, 
and Fears and Hopes of the Event, the Par- 
liament met upon the feventh Day oi December^ 
1 7 1 1 . The Queen's Speech, (excepting what 
related to Supplies) was chiefly taken up in 
telling both Houfes what Progrefs She had 
made towards a general Peace ; and Her 
Hopes of bringing it to a fpeedy Conclufion* 
As foon as Her Majefly was wididrawn, the 
Houfe of Lords, in a Committee, refolved up- 
on an Addrefs of Thanks, to which the Earl 
of Nottingham propofed an Addition of the 
following Claufc. 

" And we do beg Leave to reprefent it to 
*' Your Majefty, as the humble Opinion and 
«* Advice of this Houfe, That no Peace can 
•Vbe Safe or Honourable to Great Britain or 
« Europe, if Spain and the Weft-Indies are to 
«* be allotted to any Branch of the Houfe of 
*« Bourbonr 

He was feconded by the Earl of Scar^ 
borough *y and, after a Debate of feveral. 
Hours, the Queftion for the Claufc was carried 

by 
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by not above two Voices. The next Day the 
Houfe agreed with the Committee ; the de- 
pending * Lords having taken freflh Courage 
from their Principals; and fome who profef- 
fed themfelves very humble Servants to the 
prefent Miniftry, and Enemies to the former, 
went along with the Stream, pretending not to 
fee the Confequences that muft vifibly follow/ 
The Addrefs was prefented on the nth, to 
which Her Majefly's Anfwer was fhort and 
dry. She diflinguifhed their Thanks from the 
reft of the Piece ; and, in Return to my Lord 
'Nottingham's Claufe, faid " She fhould be forry 
*^ that any Body could think flie would not do 
** her utmoft to recover Spain and the Weji^ 
*^ Indies from the Houfe of Bourbon^ Upon 
the 1 5th of December the Earl of Nottingham 
likewife brought in the Bill to prevent occafioii- 
al Conformity (although under a difguifed 
Title) which met with no Oppofition, but 
fwallowed by thofe very Lords, who had al- 
ways appeared with the utmoft Violence againft 
the leaft Advantage to the Eftabliflied Church. 

But, in the Houfe of Commons there 
appeared a very different Spirit: For, when 
one Mr. Robert Walpole offered a Claufe of the 
feme Nature with that of the Earl of Notting- 
ham^ it was reje<aed, with Contempt, by a 

very 
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very great Majority. . Their Addrcfs was ih 
the moll dutiful Manner, approving what Her 
Majefty had done towards a Peace; and truft^ 
ing entirely to Hfer Wifdom in the future Ma- 
nagement of it. This Addrefs was prefented 
to the Queen a Day before that of the Lords j 
and received an Anfwer diftinguifhingly gra- 
cious \ But the other Party was no Way dif- 
couraged by either Anfwer, which they looked 
upon as only Matter of Courfe, and the Senfe of 
the Miniftry contrary to that of the Queen. 

A 

\ 

The Parliament fat as long as the approach- 
ing Feftival would allow j and upon the aad> 
the Land-Tax and Occafional Bill having re- 
ceived the Royal Aflent, the Houfe of Com- 
mons adjourned to the 14th of January fol- 
lowing : But, the Adjournment of the Lords 
was only to the 2d. The prevailing Party there 
being in Hafte to purfuethe Confequenccs of the 
Earl of Nottingham's Clayfe, which they hoped 
would end in the Ruin, of the Treafurer, and 
overthrow the Miniftry; and therefore took 
the Advantage of this Interval, that they might 
not be difturbed by the Commons. 

When this Addrefs, againft any Peace with- 
out Spain^ &c. was carried in the Houfe of 
(Lords, it is not eafy to defcribe the EiFedt it 

had 
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had upon moft Men's Paffions. The Parti- 
fans of the old Miniftry triumphed loudly, 
and without any Referve, as if the Game were 
their own. The Earl* of Wbartm was ob- 
ierved in the Hdufe to fmile, and to put hit 
Hands to his Neck when any of the Miniftry 
was ipeaking, by which he would have it un- 
derftood that fome Heads were in Danger. 
Parker y the Chief Juftice, .began already with 
great Zeal and Officioufnefs to profecute Au- 
thors and'Printers of Weekly and other Papers, 
writjn Defence of the Adminiftration : la 
^ Ihort, Joy and Vengeance fat vifible ia every 
Countenance of that Party. 

On the other Side, all Well-wifhers to the 
Church, the Queen, or the Peace, were equally 
dejefted ; and the Treafurer ftood the foremoft 
Mark both of his Enemies Fury^ and the Cen«^ 
fure of his Friends ; among the Latter, fome 
imputed this fatal Mifcarriagc to his procrafti- 
nating Nature ; others to his immeafureable 
publick Thrift •/ Both Parties agreed, that « . 
Firft Minifter, with very moderate Skill in Af- 
fairs, might eafiiy have governed the Event -, 
and fome began to doubt, whether the great 
Fame of his Abilities, acquired in other Sta- 
tions, vyere what he juftly deferved. All this 
he knew well enough, and hpard it with great 
•Vol. IX. - D. Phlegm ^ 
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Phlegm ; neither did it make any Alteration m 
his Countenance or Humour* He told JVIon^ 
fieur BuySy tke Dutch Envoy, two Days before^ 
the Parliament fat, that he was forry for what 
was^ like to, pafs, becaufe the States would be 
the firft Suflfcrers, which he defired the Envoy to 
remember^ and to his neareft Friends, who ap- 
peared in Pain about the Publick or themfelves, 
haxmly faid, that all would be well, and de- ' 
iired them not to be frighted- 

-^ r • • ■ 

* *• ■ 

. It was, I conceive, upon thefe Motives, that' 
the Treafurer advlied her Majefty to create ' 
twelve * new Lord's, and thereby difable the 

.Sting 

.* jaWLB, Lord C^uk^ elded Son of the Earl of 
li$rthampton\ Charles, Lord Srua^ eldeft Son to thtf 
'^^x\ o( JyUfiury , hotW- c2SkA by Writ to the Hoiifc of . 
lKild6* Char LCs HAf^ £(a..(or Lord Duplin )xi Scot- 
Ia,nd^, the Lord High TreaAirer^s Son in Law) Baron Hay 
ot'Sedivairden^ in the County of Hififird^ th« Lord V\£^ 
cfimt ff^ruffor q( Ireitmdy Barod M$Hij^o£ the lile of 
ff^tgbtf in the Coyyaty of Southampton-^ HfiNRY Paget, 
Efq. (Son to the Lord Pdgit) Baron Burton^ of Burton m 
tMfe County of Staffordy Sijr Thomas Makski/i 3art. 
Baron JUar^el, of Morgan in the County of Glamorgan j 
Sir Thomas WiLLdUGMBT, Baron Afiisto©», of Mid- 
dktin in the County oSWanmcki SirTH9i'tAS Tre vor^ 
Baron Tr4'^xor'y of Brmnham in the County of Bedford^ 
GiEORiSE Granville, Efq. Baron LanJdovJlit in the 
Cocmty of Dtft;^; Sam t7 fix. Mas Ham, Efi). Baron ^«* 
Jham^ ofOates in the County of EJfex ;. Thomas Foley, 
Efq. Baron Foley y of Kiddermirijler in the County, of Wor* 
cefiiri and y AvLtU Bathurst, Efq. Baron Bathur/i, 
of Battli/den in the County of Bedford. Created Difim- 
her ^i, 171 1. 



Sting of -Fadliwi fpr t\^ reft of her Life Time* 
This Pi;QnfiQtiQ» wa$ fo ordered, that a third 
Part were of thofe on whom, or their Pofterity, 
the Peerag4^ wpuW natwdly devolve 5. and the 
reft were- fuch, whofe Merits Birth, and FjDT- 
tune, could admit; of fio Exception* . 

TrtE adverft Party^ ^'^^^ thus driven down 

by opea Force,, had nothing left but to com* 

}>lain» which they loudly did j That it wa$ a 

pernicious Example fet for ilLPrinces to foUow* 

who,' by the fame Rule, might make at any 

Time an Hundred as Well a$ 'Twelve • aiid by 

thefe Means^ become Mafters of* the Houfe o£ 

JLqrd§ whenever ^ey ^eafedj whicfh would 
be dangerj^us to our Liberjties.^ To this it was 

imfwered^ that ill Prince3 Very feldom trouble 

themfelves to look for Precedents : That Men 

of great Eftates will not be left fond of pre-* 

ferving their Liberties when they are Created 

Peers ; That in fuch a Government as this> 

where the Prince hold§ the Balance between 

two great Powers, the Nobility and the People, 

it is the very Nature of his Office to remove 

from one Scale into the other,, or fometimcs 

put his own Weight into the lighteft, fo as to 

brin^ both to an Equilibrium t And laftly,- 

That the other Party had been above twenty 

Years corrupting the Nobility with Republican 

D 2 Priocipledj 
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Principles, which nothing but the Royal Pre- 
rogative could hinder from overfprcading us. 

The Conformity Bill above mentioned was 
prepared hy the Earl of Nottingham before the 
Parliament met, and brought in at the fame 
Time with the Claufe againft Peace, accord- 
ing to the Bargain made between him and 
his^ new Friends : This he hoped would not 
only fave his Credit with the Church Party, 
but bring them over to his Politicks, fince they 
muft needs be convinced, that inftead of change* 
ing his own Principles, he had prevailed on 
the gceateft Enemies to the Eftablilhed Reli- 
gion to be .the firft Movers in a Law for the 
perpetual Settlenient of it. Hiere it was worth 
obferving with what Refignation {tityunBo 
Lordsy as they were then called, were fubmitted 
to by their Adherents and Followers ; for, it is 
well known, that the Chief among the Diffent- 
ing. Teachers in Town were confulted upon 
this Affair, and fuch Arguments ufed, as had 
Power to convince them, that nothing could 
be of greater Advantage to their Caufe than the 
Paffing of this Bill : I did indeed fee a Letter 
at that Time from one of them to a great * 

Man 

♦ Robert Harlby, then Lord High Treafurer. 
Created Bvon of Wigmfrf ia the County of Hcrefirdt 
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Man, complaining,, that they were betrayed 
and undone by their pretended Friends ; but 
they were in general very well fatisfied upon 
Promifes that this Law fhould foon be repealed, 
and others more in their Favour enafted, as 
foon as their Friends (hould be re-eftabliflied. 

But nothing feemed more extraordinary 
than the Event of this refined Management^ 
. by which the Earl of Nottingham was fb far 
• from bringing over Profclytes (wherein his 
Abilities fell very fliort even of the Duke of 
Somerfet'^ ;) or prefcrving the Reputation of a 
firm Churchman, that very few People did 
imagine he had any fuch Deiign ; only, when 
he brought in the Bill, they conceived it was 
fome wonderful deep Reach of Politicks, v^hich 
they could not comprehend : However, they 
liked the Thing, and, without troubling them- 
felves^ about thePerfons or Motives from whence 
it rofe, it had a very (peedy Paffage mrough 
both Houfes. 

t 

It muft be confefled that fome Attempt 
of this Nature was much more neceffary to 
the Leaders of that Party, than is gerierally 
thought. The Defire of Power ^nd Revenge 

wa« 

Earl of the City of Oxford^* tnd Eari Mortimer) Map 24, 
1711 9 tbf jrothof QuecaANNB. 
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was common to them all j but fcvieral among 
them were alfo coirfcious that they ftood in need 
of Protedlion, whofe Safety was therefore con-« 
cemed in the Defign of ruining the Miniftry, 
as well 2i% their Ambition, 

The Duke of Marlborough forefaw tho& 
Examinations, which were afterwards mftdc 
into fome Parts <£ his Management, and wa$ 
apprehenfive of a great deal more ; that the 
Parliament would perhaps enquire into the Ne^ 
gotiations at the Hdgaey in one Thoufand fe-r 
ven Hundred and Nine ; for what Ends, and 
by whofe Advice, the Pf opofitions of Peace; 
fvomFrawe Were reje<3:ed ; Befides, he dreaded, 
left that myfterious Policy might be laid open 
to the World, of defiring the Queen to con* 
ftitute him General for Life, which wa^ a very 
tender Point, and would admit of much Proof, 
It is tru^, indeedj^ that, whilft the Duke's Af^ 
fair was under the Coftfideration of the Houfo 
of Commons one of his Creatures * (whether 
by Diredtion or otherwife) aflured the Speaker, 
with a vfery ferious Countenance, that the 
World was miftaken in cenfuring his Lord 
upon this Article; for it was the Queen who 
prefifed the Duke to accept that Commiffion j 

and, 

* Craggs, Father to th« fitcrptaiy of Stat^ to Kifl| 

feEOKGE I. 
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^nd, upon his humble Refufal, conceived her 
firft Difpleafure againft hioi. How fuch a De- 
fence would have pafled, if it had been offered 
in Form, is.cafier to be conceived, than how 
any Perfon in his Wits could have the Confi- 
dence to affirm it}; which lafl, indeed, would be 
hard to believe, if there were any Room ][eft 
for Doubt. . .. 

The Earl of Godolphin wanted Proteftiori, 
notwithflanding the Adt of a general Pardon, 
which had been procured by his Credit, and 
was principally calculated for his own Security. 
He knew that his long Negleft <)f compelling 
the Accomptants to pafs their Accompts might 
he puniihed as a, Bre^h of Truft. He had 
run the Kingdom into Immenfe Debts, by take-- 
iflg up Stores fort he Navy at a vafl Difcount, 
without Parliamentary Security 5 for which he 
covld be able to plead neither Law nor Necef- 
fity ; and he had given Way, at leafl, to fome 
Prpceedings, not very juflifiable, in rdatiori to 
Remittances -of Money, wHbreby the Public 
had fufifcred conliderable LofTes. The * Bar- 
Tier Treaty fat heavy on the Lord Townfenit^ 
Spirits, becaufe if it fhpuld be laid before the 

Houfe 

♦ Sec fome Remarks on that Treaty between Her Ma- 
jcfty and the States General, pn the laft Piece m Vol. V. 
of the Author's Works. 
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tioufe of Commons, whoever negotiated that 
AflSur might be fubjed: to the moft fevcrc 
Aiumadverfions : And the Earl of JFbart(m\ 
•f* Adminiftration in Ireland was looked upon 
as a fufEcient Ground to impeach him, at kaft 
for high Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

The Managers in Holland were fufficiently 
apprized of all this; and yL.Buys\ their Mi« 
.nifter here, took Care to cultivate that good 
Correipondence between his Mjifters and their 
Englijh Friends, which became two Confede- 
rates, purfuing the fame End. 

This Man had been formerly employed 
in England from that Republick, and under* 
flood a little of our Language. His Proficien- 
cy in Learning hath been fuch, as to fumifli 
now and then a Latin Quotation, of which 
he is as liberal as his Stock will, admit, H^ 
Knowledge in Government reacheth no far- 
ther 

t Thomas Whartok, was created an Earl in 2>#- 
tember 1^06. Made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland^ in 1708. 
Arrived at Dublin, Abril IT, 1709, and opened the Par- 
liament the 5th of i%. Joseph Apdison, Efq. the 
famous Poet, was his Secretary. His Lordihip was fiic* 
ceeded ia Titles and Honours by his only Son, Philip, 
who was created Marquis of Carbw in Ireland^ , and Duke ' 
of WHarton in England by King Georos L and died very 
poor in Franci without leaving Ifluc, 
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thcr tjt^filiis own Country, by which he form- 
cth and cultivateth Matters of the State for the 
reft of the World. His Reafonings upon Politics 
are with great Profufion at all Meetings ; and 
he leaves the Company with entire -Satisfadlion 
that he hath fully convinced them. He is well 
provided with that inferior Sort of Cunning, 
which is the Growth of his Country, of a Standard 
with the Genius of the People, and capable of 
being transferred into every Condition of Life 
among them, from the Boor to the Burgoma- 
fter. He came to England with Inftrudtions, 
authoriiing him to accommodate all Differ- 
ences between Her Majefty and the States; but, 
having firft advifed with the confederate Lords, 
he aflured the Miniftry he had Powers to hear 
their Propofals, but none to conclude : And, 
having reprefented to hi^ Mafters what had 
been told him by the adverfe Party, he pre- 
vailed with them to revoke his Powers. He 
found the Intereft of thofe who withflood 
the Court would cxaftly fall in with the De- 
fignsof the States, which wei-e to carry on the 
War as well as they could at our Expence, . and 
to fee themfelves at the Head of the Treaty of 
Peace, whenever they were difpofed to apply to 
France^ or to receive Overtures from thence. 

The 
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The Emperor, upon mapy powerful RcJtr 
X)ns, was utterly averfe from all Councils wWch 
aimed at putting an End to the War, without 
delivering him the whole Dominion of Spain i 
nay, the Eleftpr of ifo;!r<n;^r himfelf, although 
prefumptive Heir to the Crown of Bngland^ 
and obliged, by all Sprt of Tye$, to cultivate 
Her Majefty's Friendfliip, was fo fer deceived 
by Mifreprefentations from hence, that he 
feemed to fuffer M. Bothmar^ his Envoy here, 
to print and publifh a Memorial in Engltjh^ di-* 
xeftly difapproving all Her Majefty's Proceed- 
ings ; which Memorial^ as appeareth by the 
Style and Manner of it, was all drawn up, or at 
Jeaft digefted by fome Party Pen. on this Side of 
the Water. Cautious Writers, in order to avoid 
Offence or Danger, and to preferve the Reipedj^ 
even due to foreign Princes, do ufually 
charge the wrong Steps, in a Court, altogether 
iipon the Perfons employed ; biit I fhould have 
taken a more fecure Method, and have been 
whclcly filent in this Point, if ,1 had not then 
conceived fome Hope, that his Electoral 
Highnefs might poflibly have been a Stranger 
to the Menaorial of his Rcfident : Forj firftj, 
The Manner of delivering it to the Secretary 
^ StatQ was put of all Formj, and almoft as 

extras 
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csrtraotdtimfy as the Thing itfclf. . M- Bftbnmr^ 
halving obtained an Hoiir from Mr. St. Jobn% 
talked much tb him upon the Subjedl, of which 
thatMemoriad confifted ; and upon going away^ 
defired he might leave a Paper with the Sccre-^ 
tary, which he feid contained the Subftancc of 
what he had been difcourfing. This Paper 
Mr, St. John laid afide, among otb?fs of little 
Confequence ; and in a few Days faw a Me-^ 
mtTial in Print, which he found upon com-* 
paring to be th? fj^ne ^ith what Btfikmar had 

DiTRiNO this (hort Recefs of Parliament, 
and upon the Fifth Day of January, Prince 
Eugene of Savoy landed in EngUnd.. Before 
he left his Ship he afked a Perfon who came to 
meet him, whether the new Lords were made, 
and what was their Number ? He was attended 
through the Streets with a mighty Rabble of 
People to St. Jamefsy where Mr, Secretary St, 
John introduced him to the Queen, who re^ 
ceived hink with great Civility. His Arrival 
had been long expededi and the Projed: of hi« 
Journey had as long been formed here by the 
Party Leaders, in Concert with M. BuySy and 
M. BB/bmoTi the Duii:bund Hanovefi<m Envoys, 
This Prince brought over Credentials from the 
Emperor, with Offer? to cpntinue the War 

• WPQQ 
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upon a new Foot, veiy advaBtageous to Bri^ 
taihy Part of which, by Her Majefty's Com- 
mands, Mr. St. John foon after produced to 
the Houfc of Commons, where they were re- 
jedted, ndt without fome Indignation, by a 
a great Majority. The Emperor's Propofals, 
as (sx as they related to Spainy were commuhi-> 
cated to the Houfe in the Words following* 

** His Imperial Majefly judges, that forty 
«* thouiand Men will be fufficient for this Ser- 
" vice, and that the whole Expence of .the 
<• War in Spain may amount to four Millions of 
Crowns, towards which his Imperial Ma- 
jefly ofFeredi to make up the Troops, which 
«* he hath in that Country, to thirty Thoufand 
*' Men, and to take one Million of Crowns 
** upon himfelf." 



cc 
<c 



On the other Side, the Houfe of Commons, 
voted a third Part of thofe four Millions, as 
a fufficient Quota for Her Majefty toward 
that Service ; for, it wafe fuppofed, the Em- 
peror ought to bear the greateft Proportion 
in a Point that fo nearly concerned him, or, at 
leafl:, that, Britain contributing one Third, the 
other two might be paid by his Imperial Maje- 
fty and the States, as they could fettle it be- 
tween them. 

Thb 
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The Dcfign of Prince Eugenes Journey 
was to raife a Spirit in the P^liament and PeO'- 
pie for continuing the War;,. for nothing wa$^ 
thought inipoffiblc to a Prince of fuch high 
Reputation in Arms, in great Favour with die 
Emperor, and impowered t6 ^lake fuch Pro* 
pofals from his Mafter, as the Miniihy durft 
not rejed. It appeared by an intercepted Let<* 
^r from Count Ga//as, (formerly the Empe- 
ror's Envoy here) that the Prince was wholcly 
left to his Liberty of making what Offers 
he pleafed in the Emperor's Name ; for, if the 
Parliament could once be brought toraife Funds, 
and that the War (hould go on, the Miniftry 
here muft be under a Ncceffity of applying aqd. 
expending thofe Funds ; and the Emperor could 
afterwards find twenty Reaibns and Excufes, 
as he had hitherto done, £oV'i\Qt furnifhing 
his Quota ; therefore Prince Ei^ene^ &>r fome 
Time, dcept himfelf within gei^rals, until be- 
ing prefled tp explain himfelf upon that Parti- 
cular of the War in Spain^ which the Houfe 
of ^ufiria pretended to have mpft at Heart ; he 
made the Offer abovementioned, as a moft ex- 
' traordinary Effort -, and fo it was, confidering 
how little they had ever done before, towards 
recovering that Monarchy to themfelves. : But, 
flianaeful as thefe Propofak were^ fcvy believed, 

the 
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the Emperor would obferve them, Of^ indeed^ 
diat he ever intended to fpare fo mtny Men, 
fts would 0iake up an Army of thirty Thoa<«<^ 
fiind Men t6 be employed in Spain. 

PRINCE Bugihe's Viiit to his Friehds jA 

England continued longer thil» wats expedted i 

he was every Day eutertiuned mignificently by 

Perfcos of Quafity of both Parties ; he went 

frequently to the Treafurcr, and fomeiimes af* 

f^ded to do^ it in private ; he vifited the other 

Miniftferi and grcatOfl&ceps of the Court, but on 

aU Occafions publickly owned the Charader 

and Appellation of a Whig ^ and in fecret held 

continual Meetings with the Duke of Marlb^^ 

rough and the other diicontehted Lords, where 

M. Botbmar ufuaUy aUifted* It is the greac 

Ambitk>n of this Prince to be perpetually en--* 

gaged in WiPj ^ without oonfidcring the Caufe 

or C?onfiiquencei luid to fee himielf at the 

Head of an Army, where only he cat make 

any confiderable Figure. He id not without 

a natural Tinfture of that Crucky, fometime^ 

charged upon the Italians > and, being nurfed 

in Arms, hath fo far extingui(hed Pity and Re- 

morfe, that he will at an v Time facrifice a 

Thoufand Men's Lives to Caprice of. Glory or 

Revenge, He had conceived an incurable 

Hatred for the Treafurer, as the Perfon who 

prin- 
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prindipally otopofed this infatiable Paffion fot 
Wat i fiudj th*t hfe had Hdpes ojF others, but 
thii Ae ^'J*i*cafaref wad tm fHechant diabk^ noli 
tb be moved $ therefore fince it was impofSble 
for %im'or' his Friends to compafe their De- 
dgttV while that Minifter continued at the 
Heid df Ai&ire, he pr<:)pofed ah E:«pedieftt,* 
oftch praflSfed by- thc^e ^f his (^buntry^^ th^fr 
iHe'^reafurer (to 'ufe his own Expreffion) 
Ihoiild be taken off, a Ja Negligence |- that this 
might eafily be done, and |)af& for an Effetft rif 
Chlncc^ if it were preceded by encouraging 
fbme propel People to commit fmlU Riots Irt 
the Night : And in feveral Parts of the Town, 
a Crew bf •ofeKhire' Ruffians were accordingly 
employed about that Time, ^ho probably ex** 
cicded thcit CbrtTtmiffion: ; and, mixing them- 
fehres wifh dfidft 'difordctiy People that often 
infeil the? Sttieet^ at Midnight, adied inhuman 
Outrages on many Per fons, whdm they cut and- 
mangled^^in the Face and Arms, and dthef 
Parts of the Body without Provocation J butati 
cffedml 'Stop wis put to thefe Enormities, 
which probably prevented the Exccutioh of the 
main Defign. 

1 AM very fenfible, th« fuch Art impuiatioii 
ought not to be charged on any Perfon what- 
ever, upon flight Grounds or doubtful Sur- 

mifes } 
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mifes ; and that thofe who think I am able to 
produce no better will judg» this Pailage to be 
fitter for a Libel than a Hiftory ; but^ as the 
Account was given by more than one Perfon 
who were at the Meetings fo it was confirmed 
beyond all Contradi<5tion by feveral interce|)^ 
Lettelrs and Papers : . Arid it is moft certain, 
that the Rage of the defeated Party, upon their 
frequent Difappointments, was fo far inflamed, 
as to make them capable of fome Counfels yet 
more violent and defperate than this, which, 
however, by the Vigilance of thbfe near the 
Perfoq of her Majefty were happily prevented. 

OjT the thirtieth Day of December^ Oist 
Thoufand feven Hundred and Elcyen, the 
puke of Marlborough was removed firom aU 
his Employments 5 the Dvke oi Onmnd fuc- 
ceeding him as Geiperal, both here and in 
Flanders. This Proceeding of the Court (as 
far a^ related to the E^uke of Marlborough) wag 
much ccnfured at Homp and Abroad, and by 
fome who did not wifti well to the prefcnt Si- 
tuation of AiSFairs. There were few Examples ojf 
a Commander being difgraced, after an uninter- 
rupted Courfe of Succefs for many Years againft 
a formidable Eriemyi and this before a Period 
was put to the War : Thofe who had the leaft 
Jlllepm for his Valour and Conduit thought 

it 
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ii not pradfent to rfeiribVe a Gerierail, whofe 
Troops were perpfetually vidorious, while he 
was at thtfir Head • becauft this had irifufeci 
irito his Soldiers ari Opinion that they fhould 
always conquer, and into the Enemy that they 
ihotrld always be beaten ; than which nothing 
is held to h6 of greater Moment, either in the 
Progf efs of the Wat, or upon the Day of Bat- 
tle 5 and I have good Grounds to affirm, that 
thefe Reafohs had fufficieht Weight with the 
CJlUeen and Mirilftry, to have kept the Duke of 
Marlborough in his Poff, if a Way could have 
been found out to have done it with any Affure- 
ance of Safety to the Nation. It is the Mif- 
fortune of Princes, that the Effeds of their 
Dijfpleafure make ufually much more Noife 
than the Caufes : Thus, the Sound of the 
Duke's Fail was heard farther than many of 
the Reafons which made it neceflary ; where- 
of, although fofhe were vifible enough, yet 
others lay more in the Dark. Upon the Duke's 
laft Return frorii Planders^ he had feed his Ar- 
rival to Town (whether by Accident or other- 
wife) upon the Seventeenth of November^ called 
Queen El izabeth's Day, when great Num- 
bers of his Creatures and Admirers had thought 
fit to revive an old Ceremony among the Rab- 
ble of burning the Pope in Effigy; for the 
Performance of which, with mg/e Solemnity, . 
Vol. IX. E they 
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they had made extraordinary Preparations. 
From the fevcral Circumftances of theExpence 
of this intended Pageantry, and of the Perfons 
who promoted it, the Court, apprehenfive of 
Defign to inflame the common People, 
thought iit to order, that the feveral Figures 
fliould be feized as Popifh Trinkets; and 
Guards were ordered to patrole for preventing 
any tumultuous Aflemblies. Whether this 
Frolick were only intended for an Affront to 
the Court, or whether it had a deeper Mean- 
ing, I muft leave undetermined. The Duke, 
in his own Nature, is not much turned to be 
popular J and, in his flourifhing Times, when- 
ever he came back to England upon the Clofc 
of a Campaign, he rather affefted to avoid any 
Concourfe of the Mobile, if they had been dif- 
pbfed to attend him; therefore fo very con- 
trary a Proceeding at this Junfture made it 
fufpedted, as if he -had a Defign to have placed 
himfelf at their Head. France^ Popery, the 
Pfetender, Peace without Spain^ were the 
Words to be given about at this mock Parade ; 
and, if what was confidently aflerted be trae, 
that a Report was to have been fpread at the 
fame Time of the Queen s Death, no Man can 
tell what might have been the Event. 

But 
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fiuT this Attempt, to whatever Purpofes in- 
tended, proving wholely abortive by the Vigi- 
lance of thofe. in Power, the Duke's Arrival 
was without any Noife or Confequence ; and, 
upon confulting with his Friends, he foon fell 
into their new Scheme for preventing the 
Peace. It was believed by many Perfons, that 
the Minifters might, v^th little Difficulty, have 
brought him over, if they had pleafed to make 
Trial ; for, as he would probably have ac- 
cepted any Terms to continue in a Station of 
fuch prodigious Profit, fo there was fufiicient 
Room to work upon his Fears, of which he 
is fcldom unprovided, (I mean only in his poll* 
' tica:l Capacity) and his Infirmity was very much 
increafed by his unmeafurablePofleflions, which 
have rendered him, ip^ue onerique timentemi 
but Reafon, as well as the Event; provM this 
to be a Miftake : For the Minifters, being de- 
termined to bring the War to as fpeedy an If- 
fue as the Honour and Safety of their Country 
would permit, could not poffibly recompence 
the Duke for the mighty Incomes he held by 
\ the Continuance of it. Then the other Party 
had calculated their Numbers; and by the Ac- 
ceffion of the Earl of Nottingham^ whofc Ex- 
ample they hoped would have many Followers, 
and the fuccefsful Solicitations of the Duke of 

E 2 Somerfety 
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Somerfet^ found they were fure of a Majority 
in the Houfe of Lords' : So that^ in this Vievir 
of CircUmftances^ the Duke of Marlbormgb 
thought he dded with Security^ as well as Ad- 
vantage: He fhei^eforc boldly fell, ^^ith hi« 
whole Weight, into the Defign of riiiniftg th« 
Miniftry at the Expcnce of his Duty to hi& 
Sovereign, and the Welfare of his Country, 
after the mighty Obligations he had received 
frdm both. Whig and Tory were' riow no 
longer the Difpute, but the Queen ind the 
Duke of Marlborough : He was at the Head 
of All the Cabals,' and eonfulted with Botb^ 
mar^ arid Buys^ and the difcontented Lords* H^ 
forgot -that Government of his Paffimi, for 
which his Admirers ufed to Celebrate him, fell 
into iall the Impotcncics of Anger and Violence 
upon every Party Debate : So, that the Qtteeft 
found herfelf under a Nccefiity, eidier on the 
one Side to facrifice thofe Friends, who had 
ventured their Lives in refcuing her Out ti the 
Power of fome, whofe former Treatment fhe 
had little Reafon to be fond df, t6 put an End 
to the Progrefs flie had made towarfs a Peace, 
and diffolve the Parliament ; or, on the other 
tSide, by removing one Perfon from fo great a 
Truft, to get clear of all her Difficulties at 
^nce : Her Majefly therefore determined upon 
the Latter , as the ihorter and fafer Courfe ; 

and 
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and, during the Reccfs at ChriJlmaSy fent the 
Duke a Letter, to fell him, fhe had no far- 
ther Occafion for his Service. 

There hath not perhaps. in the prefent Age 
been a clearer Inftance to fhew the Inftability 
of Glr^atnffsij, whfct i» not founded on Virl[ue ; 
and iimajr be an Inftriiftion to Prince^ who 
are well in the Hearts of their People, that the 
overgrown Pow^r of any p^r|i<:ular Perfon, al- 
though fupported by exorbitant Wealth, can 
by ^ Uftle Refolution be reduced in a Moment;^ 
^t|hog,| any dapgerousi Xp^lf^quence^ Thk 
Lord, who was beyond all Comparifon the 
greateft Subject in Chrijiendom^ found his Pow- 
er, Credit^ ^nd Infi^en^Q, cwimbU^ away on a 
fudden ; and, except a few Friends and Fol- 
laweifs by InjcUia^iian,^ th^ reft c^rapt off irt 
Ctxvvfe. Frcjiin direi^ia^ in foipie yis^ntx the 
Affairs pf E^^popey he d^fctaded to b^^ Mem-r 
h^r qf a Fu<5tioft% awi with Kttk DiOaaftioii 
fW^ <h«rf ; Thiat Vir^w pf fMbduiag his. Rch 
fCf^^jpiienitf^, for whic|[i he wi^ fq iwxed when 
\,^ h^4 Ij^^t^c Qif n^ 0<f<;?5fiW:t« exert it> ha^oimg 

inNesd ^ it^ ^M^ms^^i and upon Trial waa 

vwaabi^ to bear a llevcarfevof.Eoctone, giviug 

Way tq. Rago, Impatience, Etiity, and^ Wf- 

coatenti. 

THE 
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TH E Houfe of Lords met upon the fc-^ 
cond Day of Jatmary^ according to their 
Adjournment \ but before they could proceed 
to Bufinefs, the twelve new-created Peers were, 
in the ufual Form, admitted to their Seats in 
that AfTembly, who, by their Numbers, turn- 
ed the Balance on the Side of the Court, and 
voted an Adjournment to the fame Day with 
the Commons. Upon the fourteenth of Ja^ 
fjuary the two Houfes met ; but the Queen, 
who intended to be there in Perfon, fent a 
Meflage to inform them, that Ihe was prevent- 
ed 
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cd by a fudden Return of the Gout, and to de- 
fire they would adjourn for three Days longer, 
when Her M ajelly hoped She ftiould be abl0 tp 
fpeak to them. However, her Indifpofition 
ftill continuing, Mr. Secretary St. John brought 
another MefTage to the Houfe of Commons 
from the Queen, containing the Subftance of 
what She intended to have fpoken 1 that She 
could now tell them, her Plenipotentiaries were 
arrived at Utrecht j had begun, in Purfuance 
of her Inftrudions, to concert the moft proper 
Ways of procuring a juft Satisfaction to allPow^ 
ers in Alliance with Her, according to their fe«> 
veral Treaties, and particularly with relation to 
Spain and the Weft^Indies ; that She promifed 
to communicate to them the Conditions of 
Peace, before the fame fhould be concluded i 
that the World would now fee how groundlels 
thofe Reports were, and without the leaft Co- 
lour, that n ieparate Peace had been treated ; 
that Her Minifters were direfted to propofe, 
that a Day might be fi?ced for the Finifliing, aa 
was done for the Commencement of this Trea-^ 
ty 5 ^nd that, in the mean Time, all Prepara- 
tions were haftening for an early Campaign, Gfc, 

HERMajefty's Endeavours towards this great 
Wdjrjj: having been in fuch a Forwardnefs at the 
TiW! that her Meflag* was fcnt, I (hall here^ 
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as i^ th4 moft proper Pl^cj?, rf^af? fhe fevjpwl 
Steps by which the Iqtercpurfe between the 
Cpurts. of Francf ftnd Gr^at'-Britairi \ya5 begun 
and carried on. 

The Marquis de Worcy, fent by the Moft 
Chriilian King to the Haguc^ had there, in the 
Year 1709, made very advantageous Offers to 
the Allies,, in his Matter s Name ; which ouc 
Minifters^ as well as thofe of the States, thought 
fit to refufe, and advanced other Propofels in 
their Stead, but of fuch a feature as po Prince 
could digeft, who did not lie at the immediate 
Mercy of his Enemies. It was demanded, 
among other Things,, that the Frd^b King 
Ihould employ his own Troops, in Conjun<9:ion 
' with thofe of the Allies, to drive his Gramdfon 
out of Spain. The Propofers knew very Well, 
that the Enemy would nev^^r confent to this; 
and if it were poffible they cou^d at firft have 
any fuch Hopes, M. ck ^or^y. affured them to 
the contrary, in a Manner which might well 
' be believed ; for then the Britijh and Dutch 
Plenipotentiaries were drawing up their De- 
mands. They defired thgt Minifter to affift 
them in the Style and Expreffion, which he 
very readily did, and made life of the ftrongeft 
Words he could find to pleafe them. He then 
infifted to know their laft Refolution, whether 

thefe 
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the& wejre die loweft Ter^the Allies v^^ould 
accept; and having received a determinate A n-^ 
^er in the AfiiFmative^ he fpoke l& this Eiled : 

, y ■ " ,' 

5^ That he thanked them heartily for gmng 
*? him the happieft Day he had ever feen in his 
V Life: Th^tyiff pepfea Obedience to his Ma- 
^* ftePj he had made Gonceffions, in his own 
*^ Opinion, highly derogatory to the Ring's 
^? Honour and IntcFeft: That he had not coh- 
« €eale4 the E^fficiilties of his Court, or " thi 
^' .Difeontents of his Coiantry,- by a long and 
M unfoGcefii/ul War, whiGh eeuld only juftify 
?i the large 0^t« he had been impewered to 
5f piake; That the GoRditions of- Peace, now 
i^ delivered into his Hands by the Allies, WouM 
1^ raife a new Spirit in the >fatiori, andiethove 
<^ the greateft^Bifficulty the Coiu* lay under, 
^^ putting it in his Matter's Power^ to convince 
««. all ius Subjpds, how ear4ieftly his Majefty 
\^ defired to eafe them li^ofn the Burthen of thb 
<^ War; but that his Enemies would not accept 
5< df any Terms^ which could ct)n§ft ehhe^ 
" wtith their Safety or his Hojiour/* Moni^ 
3^ciwy afltired the Penfioner, m the ftrongcft 
Manner, and bid him couht iipon it^^ that the 
King his Mailer would never fign thofe Articles, 
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It foon appeared, that the Marquis de Ti^cf% 
Predidlions were true ; for, upon delivering to 
his Mafter the laft R^folutions of the Allies, 
that Prince took Care to publifh them all over 
his Kingdom, as an Appeal to his Subjects 
Itgaiiifl the Upr^on^blenefs and Injuftice of 
his Enemies ; Which Proceeding eflfedlualty^ 
fuifwered the utmoft he intended by it ; for the 
French Nation, extremely jealous of their Mo- 
narch's Glory, made univerfal Offers of their 
X^ives ^nd Fortunes, rather than fubmifi to fych 
ignominious Terms % and the Qergy, in par* 
ticular^ promifed to give the King their con* 
fecrated Plate, towards continuing the War, 
Thus that mighty Kingdom, generally thought 
to be wbolely exhaufted pf its Wealth, yet, 
when driven to a Neceflity by the Imprudence 
pf the Allies, or by the Corruption of particu- 
lar Men, who influenced their Council;, re- 
covered Strength enough tq fupport itfelf for 
three following Campaigns : And in the laft, 
by the fetal 3lipdnefs orObfUnacy of the Dutch 
(venturing to aft without the Affiftance of 
Great BritaWy which they had fhamefuUy 
abjindoned), v^as ^n Overmatch for the whole 
<:onfederate Army, 

Those who, in order to defend thePr<K 
cccdings of the Allies, have given an Account 

of 
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of this Negotiation, do wholely omit the Cir- 
Gumftance I have now related^ and exprcfs tho 
Zeal of the Britijh and Dutch Miniftcrs for a 
Peace, by informing us how frequently they 
fcnt after MonC de Tony^ and Monf, Rouille^ 
for a farther Conference. But, in the mean 
Time, Mr. Horatio Walpole,^ Secretary to the 
Queen's Plenipotentiaries, was cUfpatched over 
hither, to hif^e thofe abortive Articles figned 
and ratified by HerMajefty at a Venture, which 
was accordingly done. A Piece of M anage-^ 
ment altogether abfurd, and without Example ; 
contrived only to deceive our People into a Be* 
Hef that a Peace was intended, and to fhe^ 
what great Things the Miniftry defigned to do^ 

But this Hope expiring, upon the News 
diat France had reftifed to fign thofe Articles, 
all vras folved by Recourfe to the old Topick 
of the French Perfidioufnefs. We loaded them 
plentifully vnth ignominious Appellations; they 
were a Nation never to be trufted. The Par- 
liament chearfuUy continued their Supplies, and 
the War went on* 

The Winter following began the fecond and 
laft Sefiion of the preceding Parliament, noted 
for the Trial of Dr. Sacheverell^ and the Occa- 
fions thereby given to the People to difcover 

and 
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and cjcert tkfk Oi^fittQr\s, V«fy oppofltc te« 
^f Pe0g«? pf thdfc who WPF^ ll^P is Power, 
Jp the Sttffiffler of Op« Th6HiHn4 feVetiHvinn 
4r64 apd Ten, enfued $. gfft^u^l Cringe of 

t,h?.Mmiftfyi arti in tho fipginolng of that 
\Vinipir the pr^feftt ParU*ment vvaa called. 

m§Lde hifll ftpc^tely de/ifQM of 9^f toler^hlo 
Pegpe, fban^ iUinpaffiWe tp twatupiMi equal 
Coii#iftns wilb Pithej qf thr twa Mwitiai© 
]^§w«rs engaged ^gabf^' him, hecsiufe of the 
Pr^vgkft^y of Fi^io^s Ja both* who aflcd m 
QoppcFt tQi t^^ir TOtttual pjpivat^ Advantage, aln 
t)|0iugh diife^ly ^g^nft the general Difpo^tions 
of the People in either, as well as againft their 
ff^Y^ral ]y|a5{ima 0/ G©Y«pnaijftnt; But,; upon 
the gr?at Turgi ef Affjifs ^n«l QettPeHsi hejo ia 
En^My the fifv\f Pafli^fia^pfe a^ Miaiftera. 
^(fti^ig fifpiii other MptiY^g^ a»<l ttpan fttbor 
Prinpipksi th?^ Prin?e h^pfe^ ^. Opportunity: 
migt^t af ife of r^Ai«\lAg ^ Ea4felW.w&. t^ 

There was at this Time laEngland a French 
]p(x:l?iiailick, galled the- ^\>^, Qif^S^t^ ^j^ho 
had r^fided feyefai y?ay§ ift Lp/i^oti, ia«^ t}i§; 
Frotedlion of fojoa^ ioFeig^^ MMftep^ ip wlie^; 
Fapiilies he ufed, upof^ Qc(s^, ^ ^^er^fi^. 

his 
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his Funtaioft of a Prieft. After the Battle of 
Bktjsbeim^ tljis OdnflehiAft went doVrA to Nat-^ 
ti^bimy where feveral French Prifonferfe df 
Quality W6re ke{)t| to whbiti he rehdered thofe 
Offices of Civility fiiifable to Perfdns in thdf 
Odnditk^, Which^ upoii their RetutA id France^ 
th^y fe|)6ft^ !6 his Advaritage. Among tiid 
xt% *e CheVdlter ^^ Ot?/^ told his Brothef', 
tiie Maf4Uis de ^Prij, thst whenever the Ftenth 
Gotitt Wottld have a Mind to make O^tures . 
of Peace with ^'glanJ, Monf. Gualtier rtiight 
I* very ufefuUy employed in handing thetri td 
fheMiiiifters h^re. This was no ^rther thought 
6ft at prefetif. In the mean Time the Waf 
went oh, attd the Conferences at the Ha^i 
and Gerttiiydenherg mifcarried, by the Allies in-^ 
fifting upon filch Demands as they neither ex-' 
pededj nor pef haps defired, fhould be granted. 
Some Time in July, One 1 hotifand Severl 
Hundred and Ten, Monf. Gualtier received n 
Letter from the Marquis de Torcy, fignifying, 
that a Report being fpread of Her Majefty'S 
Intcntroins to change Her^Miniftry, to tiake 
Mr. tiariey mto Her C6uncils, and to diffolve 
her Parliament, the moft Chriflian JCing 
thought it rtiight be now a favourable Con- 
juncture to offer new Propofals of a Treaty : 
Monf. Gualtier was therefore diredled to apply 
himfelf, in the Marquis's Name, either to the 

Duke 
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Duke of Sbrewjbury, the Earl of Jerfe^, ei 
^I^* tlarley^ and inform the FrenckCowtt hcrwr 
fuch a Propofition would be relifhed. Gual^ 
tier chofc to deliver his Meflkge to the fecond 
of thofe, who had been Ambaffador from the 
late King to France ; but the Eirl excufed him- 
fclf from entering into Particulars with a Stran- 
ger, and a private Perfon, who had no Author-* 
ity for what he faid, more than a Letter from 
Monf, de Torcy. Gualtier offered to procure 
another from that Miniiler to the Earl himfelf ; 
and did fo, in a Month after : But obtained no 
Anfwer till December following, when the 
Queen had made all necefTary Changes, and 
fummoned a free Parliament to her Wiflies. 
About the Beginning of Januaryy the Abbe 
(after having procured his Difmiffion from 
Count Gallasy the' Emperor's Envoy, at that 
Time his Prote6tor) was fent to Paris, to in- 
form Monf. Torcy, that her Majefty would be 
willing his Mafter fhould refume the Treaty 
with HoUandy provided the Demands of Eng-- 
land might be previoufly granted. Gualtier 
came back, after a fliort Stay, with a Return to 
his M efTage, that the Dutch had ufed the moft 
Chriftian King and hisMinifters in fuch a Man* 
ner, both at the Haffue and Gertrujdenberg^ as 
made that Prince t efolve not to expofe himfelf 
any njore to the like Treatment^ that he there- 
fore 
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fore chofe to addrefs himfelf to England, and 
was ready to make whatever Offers Her Maje*- 
fly could reafonably expcft, for the Advantage 
of Her own Kingdoms, and the Satis&dion of 
Her Allies • . 

After this Mefiage had been duly confix 
dered by the C^en and her Minifters, Monf. 
Gualtiet was difpatched a fecond Time to 
Trance^ about the Beginning of Marcby One 
Thoufand Seven Hundred and Ten-Eleven,with 
an Anfwer to the following Purpofe : " That 
fince Prance had their particular Reafons for not 
beginnning again to treat with HoIJanJy England 
was willing to remove that Difficulty, and pro- 
pofed it fhould be done in this Manner : That 
France fhould fend over hither the Propofitidns 
for a Treaty, which fhould be tranfmitted by 
England to Holland^ to be jointly treated on 
that Side of the Water ; but it was to be un- 
derflood, that the fame Propofition, formerly 
offered to Holland^ was to be made to England, 
or one not lefs advantageous to the Allies ; fer 
although England would enter mofl fincerely 
into fuch a Treaty, and fhew, in the Courfc 
of it, the Clearnefs of their Intentions ; yet 
they could not, with Honour, entertain a lefs 
beneficial Propofal than what was offered to 
the States/' ' 

That 
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THAt Pfirtce, as well as his Minifter, Monf; 
tf: forcy, feither felt, dr affefted, fo iiiuch Re- 
fentrtieht of the Ufa^e the latter had hifet at 
the jffag-ff^ and Gtrtruydenbtrg^ that thejr ap- 
peared fully determined againft nraking zhj 
Application to the States, where the fame Per- 
fdhfe cofttinued ftill in Pdwef, df whofe Treat- 
merit thfty fo heavily complained. They' feem- 
ed aIto;^ether to diftiruft the liiclinatibn of tha£ 
Repubiick towards a Peace ; hut at the fame 
I'im^ (hewed a mighty Complaifarice to the 
ISnglf/h ^ziioftiy and a Defire to have iHer Ma- 
jefly at the Head of a iTreaty. This appeareth 
by the firft Overture in JForm fent from that 
Kingdom, and figned by Monf. de Torcy, on 
the Twenty-fecond of -^r/^ N. S. One Thgu- 
fand Seven hundred and Eleven, to the fol- 
Idwing Effedt : 
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" That as it could not be doubted but thq 
" King was in at Condition of continuing, the 
** War with Honour, fo it could not be looked 
upon as a Mark of Weaknefs in hi^Majcfty to 
break the Silence he had kept fince the Con- j 

ferences at Gertruydenberg 5 and* thatj before | 

the Opening of the Campaign,- he now I 

giveth farther Proof of the Defire he alvyays 
had to procure the Repofe of Europe. But ajP* 
ter what he hath found, byExperience, of the 

'' Senti- 






the IrAS't ScssioN, &c. ^ 16^^ 

** Scnthtifents of thofe Pcrfons who now go- 
" vern the Republick of jEfoZ/tfff^, and of their 
Induftryin rendering all Negotiations with- 
} out Effed, his Majefty will, for iht publick . 
** Ggo^, offer to the EngliJB Nation thofe Pro- 
** pofitfonsi which he thinks fit to nii'ake for 
« terminating the Wdr, aM for feftlirig the 
'* Tr^quillrfy of EkrSpe upon a fblid Pounda- 
*^ tkm. R i-s with ilm Yie^ that hfe offers to 
" eiitcr into a; Treaty of Ideate, fbiin^d on' the 
*^ following Conditions. 

f *' First, The EngliJB Nation fhaH have 

\ ^^ real Securities for carrying on, their Trade in 

" Spain^ thclndieSy and Ports of the itfi^^Z/^r- 

" ranean. 

** Secondly, The King will confent to* 
'^ form a fufficient Barrier in the Low Coun- 
« tf ibs,^ for the Security of the Repsublick of 
'^ Holland', and this Barrier fhall be fuch 2B 
" England tti^Al agree upon and approve ; his^ 
^ Majefly promifihg, at Ae fame Time, an 
" intire Liberty and Security to the Trade of 
'' the Dutch. 

m 

** THiRiycY, AH reafonabre Methods fliali 

" be thought on, witii Sincerity and Truth, 

Vol. IX. F t' for 
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for giving SatisfadUon to the Allies of Eng- 



*^ land ^Vidi Holland. 
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Fourth LY^ Whereas the Affairs of the 
King of Spain are in fo good a Condition as 
to furnifli new Expedients for putting an 
End to the Difputes about that Monarchy, 
and for fettling it to the Satisfaction of the 
feveral Parties concerned, all finccre Endea- 
vours fliall be ufed for furmounting the Dif- 
" Acuities arifen upon this Occafion ^ and the 
" Trade and Intereft of all Parties engaged in 
^* the prefent War fhall be fecured^ 

9 

** Fifthly, The Conferences, in order to 
*^ treat of a Peace upon thefe Conditions, fhall 
*' be immediately opened j and the Plenipoten- 
" tiaries, whom the King ftiall name to afliil 
"thereat, fhall treat with thofe of Engldnd 
*' and Holland, either alonie, or in Conjunftion 
" with thofe of their Allies, as England fhall 
" chufe, 

" Sixthly, His Majefly propofes the 
" Towns of Aix la Chapelle or Liege for the 
" Place where the Plenipotentiaries fhall af-^ 
" femblc, leaving the Choice likewife to En^^ 
** land' of either of the faid Towns, wherein 
" to treat of a general Peace." J 

These 
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These Ovcrturesj although expreffing much 
Confidence in the Miniftry here, great Defer-* 
ence to the Queen, and Difpleafure againfl the 
Dutcby were immediately tranfmitted by Her 
Majefty's Command to Her AmbdTador in Hi? A 
landy with Orders, that they ihould be com-* 
municated to the Penfjonary. The Abbe Gaul-^ 
tier was defired to fignify this Proceeding to the 
Marquis de Torcy 3 at the fame Time to let that 
Miniftcr underftand, that fome of the above 
Articles ought to be explained* The Lord 
Raby^ now Earl of Strafford, was dire<3;ed ta 
tell the Penfionary, that Her Majefty being 
refolved, in making Peace as in making War, 
to a<5t in perfed Concert with the States, would 
not lofe a Moment in tranfmitting to him a Pa-- 
per of this Importance : That the Qgeen ear- 
neftly defired^ that the Secret might be kept 
among as few as pofiible ; and th^t fhe hoped 
the Penfionarjr would advife upon this Occafion/ 
with no Perfbn whatfoever, except fuch, as^. 
by the Conftitution of that Government, are, 
unavoidably ncccffary : That the Terms of the 
feveral Propofitions were indeed too general > 
but, however, they contained an Offer to 
treat : And that, allliough therp appeared an 
Air of CompUifancc to Bn^nd through the 
whole Paper, and the contrary to Holland, yet 

F2 this 
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this could have no ill Confcquences, as long as 
the Qj^en and the States took Care ta under- 
hand eaeh other, and to aft with a little Rc- 
ferve as became two Powers, fo nearly allied 
ih Ihtereft ; which Rule, on the Part of Br/- 
tain, fhould be inviolably obferved. It was 
fignified like wife to th€ Penfienary, that the 
Duke of MarJiorougb had no Comnwinieationr 
6f thia Affiiir frona Engkmdy and that it was* 
ftippofed he wouM have none from the Hague. 
After thc^fe P^opofals had been confidered 
m Bottand^ the Ambaffador was directed ta 
ftnd back the Opinioa of the Dutch- Miniflera 
iapon'thenx> 

T»E. Court here was^ indeed, ai>preh*n^ 
five, that this Peftfionary wduM be alarmed 
at die wholfe Frame of Monlfeur d&'Tf^cf^ 
Fapftr^ and Particularly ^ at thefe * Expf effi- 
ons, that \^ Mnglijh fhall,have »eal Sectt-> 
'ritics^f^r Aeip Trade, ^r. and that the Barriei^ 
£bp the State^General* (hall be fiich as Engiand 
ihall agree upon and approve. II was nsOxiraS 
fo think, that the Fear, which ^IMtcb wouyr 
conceive of our obtaining advantageous Teems 
for Thritmity ' might put ttiena upoft^ fipying un*- 
der-hand for themfelves, and endeavouring to 
over-reach u& in the Mianagemeni; of the Peace, 
>»$ th^ had hitherto done in thsA of the War r 

The 
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•the Ambafladof was ther^fote catttlbhsd to b<i 
very >;ratchfui in difcoverihg any Workings, 
yrhich might tend that Way. 

When the Lord Aaiy Wae fitft fent to the 
Ha^, the Duke of Mdrlburougb, and Lord 
T&amfettJ, had, for very obvious Reafohis^ 
ufed their lOmidft J£ndeaVOUrs to involve hini 
in as many Difficulties ^s they could ; upott 
which, and other Accounts, needle(s t^ men- 
tion, it ^iros thought proper, that his Grace^ 
thenki Fhndefs^ fhould not be let into the Se^ 
cret of rfiis Affair. 

• • - ■ 

The Frmd) Propofal of Jix or t=itege for a 
Place of Treaty was only * farther Mark 6f 
their old Di&ontent againft Holiandj to (hei^ 
they would not name any Town which be- 
longed to theStatest 

The Penfibnary, having confulted thofe 
who had been formerly employed in the Ncgo*- 
fictions of Peace, and enjoined them the 
utmoft Sectecy, tso avoid the Jealoufy of the 
foreign Minifters there, defired the Ambaffa- 
dor.to return Her Majcfty Thanks, for the 
obliging Manner of communicating thd French 
Overtures j *for the Confidence (he plaeefl ih 
the Sjtate»9 and for Ji^r Promife of making i^ 

Step 
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Step towards a Peace, but in Concert with 

thern, affuring Her of the like ontheir Part : 

That although the States endeavoured to hide 

it from the Enemy, they were as weary of the 

War a$ we, and very heartily defirous of a 

good and lafting Peace, as well as ready to 

join in any Method, by which Her Majefty 

ihould think proper to obtain it: That the 

States looked upon thefe Propofitions as very 

Dark and General 5 and they obferved how 

|:he Enemy would create Jealoufy between the 

Queen, their Rcpublick, and the other Allies j 

but they were fatisfied it would have no Effedj 

and relied entirely on the Juftnefs and Prudence 

pf Her Majefty, who, they doubted riot, 

would paafce th? French explain themfelves 

jnorp particularly in the feveral Points of their 

Prppofals, arid fend a Plan of the particular 

Conditions whereupon they would make a 

Peace : After which the States would be rea-« 

4y, either to join with Her Majefty, or to 

make their Objeftioni, and were prepared to 

firing with them all the Facility imaginable, 

toyrards prottioting fo good a Work^ 

This is the Sum of the verbal Anfwei? made 
by the Penfipnary, upon communicating to 
hira xk^ French Propofkls; and I liave chofen 
|9 let \\ dpwn, rather than tranfcribe the other 
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given to the Ambaffador fome Days after, 
whkh was more in Form, and to the fame 
Purpofc, but fliorter, and in my Opinion not 
fo well difcovering die true Difpofition of the 
Duicb Miniftcr^. 

Foil after the Queen had tranfmitted the 
French Overtures to Holland^ and the States 
found Her Majefty was bent in E^rneft upon 
the Thoughts of a Peace, they began to call 
about how to get the Negotiation into their 
own Hands. They knew that whatever Power 
received the firft Propofals would be wife 
enough to ftipulate fomething for themfelves, 
as they had done in their own Cafe, both at 
the Hague and Gertruydenburgy where they 
carved as they pleafed, without any Regard to 
the Intcrefts of their neareft Allies. For this 
Reafon, while they endeavoured to amufe the 
Britijh Court with Expofbilations upon the le- 
veral Preliminaries fent from France^ Monfieur 
Fetecumj a forward meddling Agent of Hoi- 
Jieifiy who had refided fome Years in Holland^ 
negotiated with Heinfiusj the Grand Penfiona- 
ry, as well as with Vanderdujfen and Buys^ about 
reftoring the Conferences between France and 
that Republick, broke off in Gertruydenberg. 
I^urfuant to which, about the End of May^ 
J^. S. One tho\ifand feven hundred and eleven, 

Pefecufn 



Peiecum wrote to tl^c Marquis de Torcy, with 
the Privity of the Pcnfionary, and prpbably 
of the other two. The Subftance of his Let- 
ter was to inform the Marquis, that Things 
might eafily be difpofed, fo as to fettle ^ Gqrref^ 
J)ondence between the Crown and the Repub- 
lick, in order to rpnew the Treaty of Peace. 
That this could be done >vith greater Secrecy, 
becaufe Mojifieur Ueirifiufij by Virtue of his 
Oath as Penfionary, might keep any Affair pri- 
vate as long as he thought neceifary, and was 
not obliged to communicate it, until he be^ 
lieved Iphings were rip?.; and, as loi^ as hf 
concealed it from his Makers, he was not 
bound to difcover % either to the Minifte^s of 
the Emperor, or to thofe of Her BritJJk^ Ma- 
jefty. That fince England thought it prope;" 
for King Charles to continue the whole Cam- 
paign in Catalonia^ (although he fhould be cho- 
fen Emperor) in order to fuppprt the War in 
Spairij it was neceffary for France to treat ia 
the moft fecret Manner with the States, who 
were not now fo violent^ as fornaerly, againU 
havingPA///]ponthe5/^;?//^Throne, upon cerr 
tain Conditions for fepuring their Trade, but 
were jealous of England's Defign to fortify 
fome trading Towns in Spain fox themfelves^ 
1 hat Heinjius extremely defired to get out of 
the War for fome Reafons, which hje (Peter 

cum) 
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cum) was not permitted to teU ; and ths^t Vaf^ 
d^rdujfm agd ^^J^^ were impatient to have the 
Negotiations with Frame once movt fet on foot, 
which if Monfieur ^orcy thought fit to con^ 
feul to, Peticum engaged that the States would 
dete^^n^ine to fettle the Prelirningries, in the 
Midway between Paris and the BagWy with 
whatever Minifters the Moft Chriftiaa King 
flaould pleaf? to employ. But Monfieur ^i^rcy 
refijfed this Overture, and, in his Anfwer to 
Monfieur Petecumy afl[igned for tbc'Reafan the 
Treatment Jiis. Matter's former Propofals had. 
met with at the Hague and Qertrvydinber^i 
from the Minifters of Holland. 

Cinat^Britain and Holland feemed pretty 
.w«U agreed, that thofe Propoials were too 
loofe and imperfedk to be a Foundation for en- 
tering upon a general Treaty ; and Monfieur 
Gauliier was defired to fignify to the French 
Couct, that it was expeftcd they fiiould ex- 
plain thcmfelves more particularly on the feve- 
ral Articka. 



But in the mean Time the Queen was firm^- 
ly refolved^ that the Intcrefts of her own 
Kingdoms fl^ould not be ncglefted at this Junc-^- 
ture, • as they had formerly tvsricp been, while 
tibc Dutch were principal Managers of a Nego- 
tiation 
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tiation with France. Her Majefty had given 
frequent and early Notice to the States of 
the general Difpofition of her People towards 
a Peace, of her own Inability to continue the 
War upon the old Foot, under the Difadvan- 
tage of unequal Quotas, and the univerfal 
Backwardnefs of her Allies. She had likewife 
informed .them of feveral Advances made to 
her on the Side of France^ which (he had re- 
fufed to hearken to, until (hehadconfulted with 
thofe her good Friends and Confederates, and 
heard their Opinion on that Subjeft : But the 
JOutcby who apprehended nothing more than to 
fee Great-Britain ^t the Head of aTreaty, were 
backward and fuUen, difliked all Propofals by 
the Queen's Intervention^ and faid it was a Piece 
of Artifice of France to divide the Allies 5 be- 
iides^ they knew the Miniftry was young, and 
the oppofite Faftion had given them Affure- 
ances, that the People of England would ne- 
ver endure a P^ace without Spain^ npr the 
Men in Power dare to attempt it, after the 
Refolutions of one Houfe of Parliament to the 
contrary. But in the Midft of this Unwilling- 
nefe to receive any Overtures from France by 
the Qjieen's Hands, the Dutcl) Miniftere were 
aftually engaged in a Correfpondence with that 
Court, TSher? th?y urged our Inability to* begin 

aTrea^ 
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^ Treaty, by Reafon of thofc Faftions, which 
themfelves had inflamed, and were ready td 
commence a Negotiation upon much eaiier 
Terms than what they fuppofed we demand* 
ed. For not to miention the Duke of Lorrain^s 
Interpofition in behalf of . Holland^ which 
Prance abfolutely refiifed to accept ; the Let- 
ters fent from the Dutch to that Court were 
(hewn fome Months after to a Britijh Minifter 
there, which gave much Weight to Monfieur 
de ^orcfs Iniinuations ; that he knew where 
tooneet with more Compliance, if the Neeef- 
fity of Affairs fhould force him to it, by our 
Refufal ; and the Violence of the States againft 
our entertaining of that Corrcfpondence, was 
only becaufe they knew theirs would never be 

accepted,' at leaft till ours was thrown off* 

. ... • • 

f 

• 

The Queen, fenfible of all this, refolvedto 
provide for her own Kingdoms ; and, having 
therefore prepared fuch Demands for her prinr 
cipal Allies, as might be a Ground for proceed- 
ing to adjufl their feveral Interefls, She re- 
folved to ftipulate in a particular Manner the 
Advantage of Great-Britain : The following 
preliminary Demands were accordingly drawA 
pp, in prder to be tranfoiitted to France. 

» 

'* Great 
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«* Gnat^Britiiin will not fcnter into any Ne»i 
^^ gotiation of Peace» otherwife than upon 
dide Conditions, obtained beforehand. 

'^ That the Unkm of the two CiroWns of 
♦« France znA Spain (hall be prevented: That 
<^Si2tUfa£tion ihall be given to all the Allies^ . 
^^^ and Trade fettled and maintained/' 

** If France be difpofed to ft-«it upon fhift 
•* View, it is not to be. doubted, that the fot-* 
l^ lo^ng Proportions will be found reafonable<. 

^^ A Barrier fhall be jR>rmed in the Xm^ 
'' CofintrUs for the Statefi-General i and their 
** Tradp fliall be fecured* 

*' A Barrier likewife fhall be formed for 
** the Empire. » 

" The Pretenfions of all the AlUes, found- 
*' ed upon former Treaties, fhall. be regulated 

** and determined to their general Satisfaftion. 

** In order to make a more equal Balance 
•* tif Power in Italy, the Dominions and Ter- 
** ritories, which in the Beginning of the pre- 
" fent War belonged to the Duke of Sifooy^ 
l[ and are now in the Poffeffion of France^ 

'' fhall 
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««' ftiali be reftof €^ to hfe Roytt BBghrtefs j ahd 
^ fttch other Pkees iil Ji^? flwH be yielded to 
** biiw, as wffl be fctond iieoeffiify ind agreea- 
•* blc to the Senfe of former Treaties mide 
** with this Prince. 

• <( As 't& GfMt'Bf^n in pdifticutctf, dier 
<s S>iaceei]k>a t(i tite OciMlrnt^'Of die KtngdSdis,' 
« according t0tke pFCiflim-'Eilablklvfiettt, ^^ 

** be acknowledged. 

: . ; • • . 

* *< A »£>*» Treaty ©f Ctorftierce hdtwceff 
^^ 6rA2^ Briitm MsA'Ffoftte 4b2^ be made af^ 
^ tar the niofl jttift and rediibaaHc: Maawr. 

♦ 

^ ^ Bunkink iiaQi be deiriiQlUhed:} Gttrakar 
^ aixl' PoredUoA^i ikilk esniaiirih Ae Handle 
<f of tfie tarc&fit IV!>fiGt&)r&; . . . ' 



• » 



« The Englifi (hall have the Affiento in the 
*-* feac; ]ME«m^the Fretiib aew eajoy i8 5 and 
•f: fiicji' PlSOBJ^AB the %w>&' W4-Jndi€s ftiaU 
«.^. be afiig^d tQ tbqfe eoncfifnRd in this Traf** 
^s Uky for die. Re&eih«iswfr find! S%1^ of their 
« Negroes, as fhall be found neceffary ani 
<* convenient. 



' ' ' » . • 

" Ait AdvaoUge^, Ri^Hte, aadPrivikgc 
** ^ceady gjsmted, and which Hoayhereafte 

'« b 
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** be granted by Spain to the Subjefts of Francry 
'* or to any other Nation whatfoever, fhall be 
** equally granted to the Subjeds of Great-^ 
^ Britain. 



cc 



And for better fecuring the Britijh Tndc 
in the Spanifh fFeft^JbtdieSy certain Places, to 
** be named in the Treaty of Peace, (hall be 
•^ put into Pofleflion of the Englijb. 



cc 



Newfoundlandj with the Bay and Streigbts 
^* of Hudfon^ fhall be entirely reftored to the 
" Englijh; 2nd Great-Britain zad France {hz\l 
^^ feverally keep and poiTefs all thofe Countries 
** and Territories in North America^ which 
^ oach of the faid Nations fhall be in PojSefli- 
** on of at the Time when the Ratification of 
« this Treaty fhall be publifhed in thofe Part$ 
« of the World. 

** These Demands, and all other Proceed- 
" ings between Gr^^/ Britain and France^ fhall 
** be kept inviolably fecret, until they are pub-' 
« lifhed by the mutual Cbnfent erf* both Par** 

tiesJ 
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This lafl Article was not only intended for 
avoiding, if poffible, the Jealoufy of the Dutch ^ 
but to prevent the Clamours of the Abetters 

« here 
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here at Home, who, under the pretended 
Fears of our doing Injuftice to the Dutch, by 
adting without the Privity of that Rcpublick, 
in order to make a feparate Peace, would be 
ready to drive on the worft Defiigns againft the. 
Queen and Miniftry, in order to recover the 
Power they had loft. 

In JunCy One Tboufand fcven Hundred 
and Eleven, Mr, Priok, a Perfon of great' 
Diftindtion, not, only on Account of his Wit, 
but for his Abilities in the Management of Af-% 
fairs, and who had been formerly employed ^t 
the French Court, was difpatched thither by 
her Majefty with the foregoing Demands* 
This Gentleman was received at Verfailles with 
great Civility. The King declared, that no 
Proceeding, in order to a general Treaty, would 
be fo agreeable to him as by the Intervention 
of England I and that his Majefty, being deii^ 
rous to contribute with all his Power towards 
the Repofe of Europe, did anfwer to the De- 
mands which had been made ; . ^ 

" That he would conlent freely and fin- 
cerely to all juft and reafonable Methods, for 
hindering the Crowns of France and Spain 
".from being ever united under the fame 
". Prince 3 his Majefty being perfuaded, that 

" fuch 
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** fuch an Excefs^ of Power would be aS c6n- 
«^ trary to the general Good anc! Repofe of 
« Europe, as Jt was oppofite to the Will of the 
*< late Catholrck King .ChAii£es the Second. 
«' He faid his Intention was, that all l^afties in 
** the prefent War fhould find their f eafona- 
** ble SatisfadUon in the intended Treaty of 
*' Peace j and that Trade fliould be fettled 
** a*tcl maintained for the Future, to the Ad- 
'^ vantage of th^fe Nations which formerly 
'^ pofTeffedit. 

*' That a» the King -W^iH txi€i\y 6bferve' 
** the Cbnditions of Peace, whenever it flialt 
** be concfucfed'; andas the Obje<ft he propofetH 
** to himfetf, is to fecure the Frontiers of his 
*^ own Kingdom, without gfving any Sort of 
** Diffurbance to his Neighbours, he pro- 
** mifeth to agree, that, by the future Treaty 
*^ of Peace, the Dutch ftiall be put into Poffeflr- 
*^ on of all fuch fortified Places, as fltdr be 
*^ >fpeeified in the feid Treaty ttsr ferve as a Bar- 
rier to that RepuHick, againft aH: Attempts" 
on the Side of France. He engageth like- 
*^ wife tb give aR neceflary Securities, f©r fe- 
" Jhoving the Jeafoufies raifed' amdng^ the ^r- 
^^ mm Prihees of his Majefty'* Pefcgns. 

f' TtfAP 
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« That when the Conferences, in order to 
a general Treaty, (hall be formed, all the 
'* Pretenfions of the fcveral Princes and States, 
*^ engaged in the prefent War, fhall be fairly 
" and amicably difcufled j nor fhall any Thing 
*^ be omitted, which may regulate and deter- 
** mine them to the Satisfadlion of all Parties. 



That, purfuant to the Demands made 
by England^ his Majefty promifeth to reftore 
to the Duke of Savoy theie Demefnes and. 
Territories, which belonged to that Prince, 
at the Beginning of this War, and which his 
Majefty is now in PoffefBon of; and the King 
** confenteth further, that fuch other Places 
*' in Italy fhall be yielded to the Duke of Sa^ 
** voy^ as fhall be found neceflary, according 
** to the Senfe of thofe Treaties made betweea 
'^ the fakl Duke and his Allies. 



cc 
cc 
<c 
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" That the King'^s Sentiments of the pre^ 
fent Government of Great-Britain^ the 
open Declaration he had made in Holland q& 
** his Refolution to treat of Peace, by AppLU 
*^ cations to the Englift) ; the Aflurances he 
^ had given of engaging the King of Spain 
to leave Gibraltar in their Hands (all which 
are convincing Proofs of his perfedl Eflecm 
«^ for a Nation flill in War with him i) leave 
Vol. IX. G no 
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* no room to doubt of his Majcfly's Inclina- 
tions to give England all Securities .and Ad- 
vantages for their Trade which they can 
reafonably demand. But as his Majefty 
cannot perfuade himfelf, that a Government 
fo clear-fighted as their's, wilt inlift upon 
Conditions which muft abfolutely deftr^ 
the Trade of France and Spain, as well as 
that of all other Nadons of Europe^ he 
thinks the Demands made by Great-Britain 
may require a more particular Difcuflion. 
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'* That, upon this Foundation, the King 
thought the beft Way of advancing and per- 
fedling a Negotiation, the Beginning of which 
" he had feen with fo much Satisfaction, would 
" be to fend into England a Perfon inftrufted 
•^ in his Intention, and authorized by him to 
^' agree upon Securities for fettling the Trade 
" of the Subjefts of England -^ and thofe par- 
*' ticular Advantages to be ftipulated in their 
*« Favour, without deftroying the Trade of 
" the French and Spaniards^ or of other Na- 
" tions in Chrijiendom. 

*^ That therefore his Majefty had charged 
*' the Perfon chofen for this Commiffion to an- 
** fwer the other Articles of the Memorial 

** given 
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given him by Mr. Prior, the Secret of which 
fhould be exactly obferved/' 



MoNS. Je Torcy had, for fome Years palt, 
ufed all his Endeavours to incline his Mafter 
towards a Peace, purfliant to the Maxim of 
of his Uncle Colberty *' That a long War was 
" not for the Intercft of France."' It was for 
this Reafon the King niade Choice of him in 
the Conferences at th^ Hague ; the bad Suc- 
cefs whereof, although it filled him with Re- 
fentments againfl the tiutcjh^ did not alter his 
Opinion : But he was violently oppofed by a 
Party both in the Court and Kingdom, who 
pretended to fear he would facrifice the Glory 
of the Prince and Country by too large Con- 
cefiions : or perhaps .would rather wifh that 
the firft Offers fhould have been flill made to 
the Dut/cby as a People more likely to be lefs 
folicitous about the Interefl of Britain^ than 
her Majefly would certainly be for theirs : And 
the particular Defign of Mr* Prior was to find 
out, whether that Minifler had Credit enough 
with his Prince, and a Support from others in 
Power, fufRcient to over-rule the Fadlion 
againfl Peace* 

Mr. Pr loft's Journey could not be kept a 
Secret, as the Court here -at firfl fcemed to in- 

.G 2 tend. 
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tend it. He was difcovered at his Return by 
an Officer of the Port at Dover, where he 
landed, after fix weeks Abfence j upon which 
the Dutch Gazettes and Englijh News-papers 
were full of Speculations. 

At the fame Time with Mr. Prior there ar^ 
rived from France Monf. Mefnager^ Knight of 
rhe Order of St. Michael, and one of the Coon«- 
cil of Trade to the moft Chriftian King. His 
Commiffion was, in general, impowering himi 
to treat with the Minifter of any Prince en- 
gaged in the War againft his Mafter. In his 
firft Conferences with the Queen's Minifters, 
he pretended Orders to infift, that her Majefty 
(hould enter upon particular Engagements in 
feveral Articles, which did not depend upon 
her, but concerned only the Intereft of the Al- 
lies reciprocally with thofe of the moft ChriiUan 
King; whereas the Negotiation had begun upon 
this Principle, that France fhould ccwfcnt to 
adjuft the Interefts of Great^Britain in the firft 
Pbce, whereby her Majefty would be after* 
wards enabled, by her good Offices on all 
Sides, to facilitate the general Peace. The 
Queen refolved never to depart from this Prinii* 
ciple J but was abfolutely determined to remit 
the particular Interefts of the Allies to gene- 
ral Conferences^ where ftie would do the ut« 

moit 
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moft in her Power to procure the Repofe of 
'Europe^ and the SatisfaSion of all Parties. It 
was plain, France could run no Hazard by this. 
Proceeding, becaufc the preliminary Articles 
would have no Force before a general Peace 
was figned : therefore it was not doubted, but 
Monf, Mefnager would have Orders to wave 
this new Pretcnfion, and go on in treating up-t 
on that Foot which was at firft propofed. la 
fliort, the Minifters required d pofitive and 
Ipeedy Anfwer to the Articles in Queftion, 
fince they contained only fuch Advantages and 
Securities as her Majefty thought (he had a 
Kight to require, from . any Prince whatfoever, 
to whom the Dominions of Spain fhould hapn 
pen to 'fall. 

The particular Demands of GreatSritaiH 
were formed into eight Articles; to which 
Moni. Mefnager y having tranfinitted them t6 
his Court and received new Powers from thence, 
had Orders to give his Matter's . Confent, by 
way of • Anfwers to the fcveral Points, to be 
obligatory only after a general Peace. Thefe 
Demands, tc^ethcr with the Anfwers of the 
French King, were drawn up and figned by 
Monf. Mefnager y and her Majefty's two prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State ; whereof I fhall here 
prefent an Extradt to the Reader. 

In 
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In the Preamble the moft Chriftian King fet-. 
teth forth, *' That being particularly informed 
^* by the laft Memorial, which theSr/V/^Mini- 
«* fters delivered to Monf. Mefnager^ of the Dif- 
" pofitions of this Grown to facilitate a general 
^* Peace, to the Satisfadtion of the feveral Par- 
f * ties concerned ; and his Majcfty finding, in 
** Effeft, as the faid Memorial declares, that 
he runneth no Hazard by engaging himfelf in 
the Manner there exprefled, fince the preli- 
*^ minary Articles will be of no Force, until 
** the figning of the general Peace ; and being 
<* fincerely dcfirous to advance, to the utmoft 

«^ of his Power, the Repofe of Europey efpe- 

*' daily by a Way fo agreeable as the* Inter-? 

•* pofition of a Princefs, whom fo many Ties, 

^^ of Blood ought to unite to him, and whofe 

«^ Sentiments for the publick Tranquillity canrr 

<* not be doubted; his Majefty, moved by 

V thefc Gonfiderations, hath ordered Monf; 

•' Mefnager, Knight, &c. to give the foUow- 

<^ ing Anfwers in Writing, to the Articles 

^* contained in the Memorial tranfmitted to 

** him, intituled, Preliminary Demands, for 

!« Great-Britain /« P^rZ/Vz^Axr/' 

The 
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The Articles were thefe that follow. 

*^ First, The Succeflion to the Crown to 
** be acknowledged, according to the prefent 
** Eftabliftiment. 

" Secondly, A new Treaty of Commerce 
** between Great^Britain and France to be 
" made, after the moft juft and reafonabie 
** Manner. 



fc 



Thirdly, Dunkirk to be dcmoliihed. 



** Fourthly, Gibraltar and Pprt-Mabon 
" to continue in the Hands of thofe who now 
^^ poflefs thero# 

" Fifthly, The Affiento (or Liberty of 
^^ felling Negroes to the Spanijh Weft-Indies) 
to be granted to ^cEngliJhy in as full a Man- 
ner as the French poflefs it at prefent -, and 
fuch Places in the faid Weft^Indies to be af- 
*' figned to the Perfons concerned in this 
«^ Trade, for the Refreftiment and Sale of their 
«* Negroes, as 0mll be found nec^flary and con- 
*^ venient. 

" Sixthly, Whatever Advantages, Privi- 
*f leges, and Rights are already, or may here- 

': after 



fc 
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** after be granted by Spain to the Subjefls of 
" France^ or any other Nation, fliall be equal- 
!' ly granted to the Subjefts of Great Britain. 

** Seventhly, For better protefting their 
« Trade in the 5^/jw)& Weft Indies, the Eng- 
" lijh fhall be put into Poflcffion of ftich Places 
^^ as fhall be named in the Treaty of Peace. 

• 

*' Or, as an Equivalent for this Article, that 
" the Afliento be granted to Great-Britain for 
the Term of thirty Years. That the Ifle 
of 5/. Cbrijiopber^ be like wife fecured to the 
«.^ Englijh. 

" That the Advantages and Exemption 
from Duties, promifed by Monf Mefnager^ 
which he affirms will amount to fifteen /^r 
Cent, upon all Goods of the. Growth and 

** Manufafturc of Great^Britain^ be efFcftual- 

*^ ly allowed* 

•* That whereas, on the Side of the River 
« of Plate^ the Englijh are not in Poflcffion of 
** any Colony, a certain Extent of Territory 
" be allowed them on the faid River, for re* 
<^ frefhing and keeping their Negroes, until 
*« they are fold to the Spaniards > fabjed, ne- 

^ vcrthclcfs. 
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^* vertlielefs, to the Infpeftion of an Officer 
** appointed by Spain. 

** Eighthly, Newfoundland^ and the Bay 
** and Streights oi Hudfonj fhall be entirely 
^^ reftored to the Englijh ; and Great Britain 
*' and France (hall refpedively keep whatever 
** Dominions in North America each of them 
" fliall be in Poffeffion of, when the Ratifica- 
" tion of this Treaty (hall bepubli£hed in thofe 
*.^ Parts of the World/' 

Th e fix firft Articles were allowed without 
any Difficttlty, except that about Dunkirk^ 
where France was to have an Equivalent, to 
be fettled in a general Treaty, 

Difficulties arifing upon the feventh 
Article, the propofed Equivalent was allowed 
inftead thereof. 

The laft Article was referred to the general 
Treaty of Peace, only X^cat French infifted to 
have the Power of fifliing for Cod, and drying 
them on the Ifland of Newfoundland. 

• 

These Articles were to be looked upon as 
Conditions, which the moft Chriftian King 
confcnted to allow \ and whenever a general 

Peace 



9© The HISTORY cf 

Peace fhould be figned, they were to be di- 
gcAcdr into the ufual Form of a Treaty, to the 
Satisfadtion of both Crowns. 

The Queen having thus provided for the Se- 
curity and Advantage of Her Kingdoms, when- 
ever a Peace fhould be miade, and uppii Terms 
no Way interfering with the Intereft .of Her 
Allies ; the next Thing in Order was to pro- 
eure from France fuch preliminary Articles, at 
might be a Ground upon which to commence 
a general Treaty. Thefe were adjufted, and 
figned the fame Day with the former ; and, 
having been delivered to the feveral Minifter§ 
refiding her? from the Powers in Allianc? with 
England^ were quickly made publick. But 
the various Conftrudions and Ccnfures, which 
paffed upon them, have made it necefTary to 
give tjie R?ader the following Trapfcript ; 

" The King being willing to contribute all 
*^ that is in his Power, to the Re-eftablifhing 
^^ of the general Peace, his Majefty declares, 

" I. That he will acknowledge the Queen 
^^ of Great'Britain in that Quality, as alfo the 
*? Succeffion of that Crown, jtccqrding to the 
^' prefcnt Settlement, 
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" II. That he will freely, and bona fide ^zon-' 
^^ fent to the taking of all juft and reafonable 
*^ Meafures, for hindering that the Crowns of 
France and Sfain may ever be united on ^e 
Head of the fame Prince ; his Majefty be-? 
*^ ing perfuaded, that this Excefs of Power 
** would be contrary to the Gpod and Quiet 
*^ oi Europe^ 

*• III. The King*s Intention is, that all the 
^* Parties engaged in the prefent War, without 
** excepting any pf them, may find their rca- 
^-* fonable SatisfaSioij in the Treaty of Pcace^ 
*-^ which fhall be made : That Commerce may 
*^ be re-eftablifhed and maintained for the fu- 
^^ ture, to the Advantage of Great^Britainy of 
^' Holland^ zxA of the other Nations, who 
*^ have been accuftomcd to exercife Commerce, 
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IV. As the King will likewifc maintain 
exaftly the Obfervation of the Peace, when it 
" fhall be concluded, and the Objea:, which the 
*^ King propofeth to himfelf, being to fecurc 
the Frontiers of his Kingdom, withqut di- 
fturbing in any Manner whatever the neigh- 
^*.bouring States, he promifeth to agree, by the 
'f Treaty which fhall be made, that the Dutch 
« fhall be put in PoirefTipn of the fortified 

^^ Places, 
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«' Places, which (hall be mentioned, in the 
*« Nether lands J to ferve hereafter for a Barrier; 
«' which may fequre the Quiet of the Rcpub- 
" lick of Holland againft any Enterprize from 
«* the Part of France. 

« V. The King confenteth likewife, that a 
" fccure and convenientBarrier (hould be form- 
" ed for the Empijre, and for the H'oufe of 
« Aujiria. 

" VI. Notwithstanding Dunkirk cofk 
^* the King very great Sums, as well to pur- 
^* chafe it> as to fortify it ; and that it is .fur- 
*^ ther neceffary to be at very confiderable Ex- 
** pence for razing the Works, his Msgefty is 
" willing however to engage to caufe them to 
** be dcmoliflied, immediately after the Con- 
** clufion of the Peace, on Condition, that, for 
** the Fortifications of that Place, a proper 
** Equivalent, that may content him, be given 
*^ him: And, as £«^/^«</ cannot furni/h that 
" Equivalent, the Difcuffion of it fhall be re- 
•' ferred to the Conferences to be held for the 
** Negotiation of the Peace. 

•' VII. When the Conferences for the N^- 
** gotiation of the Peace fhall be formed, all 
*' dae Pretenfions of the Princes and States, 

** engaged 
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** engaged in die prefent War, fhall be therein 
«* difcufied bond fide y and amicably : And no- 
*^ thing fhall be omitted to regulate and termi-* 
. <^ nate them, to the SatisfatfUon of all the Par-* 
*' tics. 

MESNAGER/* 

These Overtures are founded upon the 
eighth Article of the grand Alliance, made in 
One Thoufand Seven Hundred and One ; 
wherein are contained the C<»iditions, without 
which a Peace is not to be made ; and who- 
ever compareth both, will find the Prelimina- 
ries to reach every Point propofed in that Arti- 
cle, which thofe who cenfured them at home, 
if they fpoke their Thoughts, did not under- 
(land : For nothing can be plainer, than what 
the Publick hath often been told, that the Re- 
covery of Spain frcMn the Houfe oi Bourbon wa3f 
a Thing never imagined, when the War began, 
but a }uft and reaibnable SatisfafUon to the Em- 
peror. Much l«fs ought fuch a Condition ta 
be held neceflary at prefent, not only becaufe 
it is allowed on all Hands to be impracticable, 
but likewife. becauie, by the Changes in the 
Aufirian and Bourbon Families, it would not be 
fafe : Neither did thofe, who were loudeft in 
blaming the Preucb Preliminaries, |inow any 
Tiling of the Advantages privately ftipulated 

for 
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for GreaUBritain^ whofe Interefts^ they aflured 
us, were all made a Sacrifice to the Corruption 
or Folly of the3Ianagfers i and therefore, be- 
caufe the Oppofers of Peace have been better 
informed by what they have fince heard and 
feen, they have changed their Battery, and ac- 
cufed the Minifters for betraying the Dutch. 

4 

The Lord Raby^ Her Miijeft/3 Ambaffador 
at the Hague ^ having made a (hort Journey to 
England^ where he was created Earl of Straf- 
ford^ went back to Holland about the Begin- 
ning of OSlober^ One thoufand feven hundred 
and eleven, with the above Preliminaries, in 
order to communicate them to the Penfionary^ 
and other Minifters of the States. The Earl 
was inftrudled to let them know, ** That the 
" Queen had, according to their Defire, re- 
" turned an Anfwer to the firft Propofitions 
" figned by Monfieur Torcy^ fignifying, that' 
" the French Offers were thought, both by 
•* Her Majefty and the States, neither fo par- 
•* ticular nor fo full as they ought to be } and 
*• infifting to have a diftindl Projedt formed 
•* of fuch a Peace as the moft Chriftian King 
•^ would be willing to conclude: That this 
" Ajffair having been for fome Time tranfaft- 
«* ed by j^apers, and thereby fubjedt to Delays, 
" Monfieur Mefnager was at length fent over 

" by 
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•^ by France, and had figned tHofe Prelimina- 
" ries now communicated to them : that th6 
" feveril Articles did not, indeed, contain fuch 
•^ particular Conceffions as France muft and 
" will make in the Courfe of a Treaty ; but 
•* that, however^ Her Majefly thought them 

a fiifficient Foundation whereupon to open 

the general Conferences. 
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That Her Majefty Was unwilling to be 
charged with determining the feveral Inter- 
" efts of her Allies, and therefore contented 
*' herfelf with fuch general Offers as might 
" include all the particular Demtods, proper 
** to be made during the Treaty ; where 
** the Confederates muft refolve to adhere 
** firmly together, in order to obtain from the 
** Enemy the utmoft that could be hoped for, 
"Mjn the prefent Circumftances of Affairs; 
" which Rule, Her Majefty affured the States, 
** She would, on Her Part, firmly obferve/' 



If the Minifters of Holland (hould exprefe 
any Uneafinefs, that Her Majefty may have 
fettled the Intqrefts of her own Kingdoms, in 
a future Peace, by any private Agreement, the 
Ambaffador was ordered to fay, " That the 
" Queen had hitherto refufed to have the 
" Treaty carried on in her own Kingdom, and 

" would 
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** would ccmtinue to do fo, unleis they {the 
•« Dutch) cx)nftrained her to take another Mea- 
<« fure : That ty thefe Means the States, and 
^' the reft of the Allies^ would have the 
Opportunity of treating and adjofting their 
different Pretenfions ; which Her Majefty 
" would pronoiote with all the Zeal /he had 
** (hewn for the conimon Good, and the par- 
« • ticular Advantage of that Republick (as they 
*' muft do Her the Juftice toconfefs), in the 
** whole Courfe of Her Reign : That the Queen 
** had naade no Stipulation for herfelf, which 
*^ might claih with the Intercfts of Holland^ 
" and that the Articles to be infcrted in a fii- 
** ture Treaty, for the Benefit of Great-Bri^ 
** taitSy were, for the moft Part, fuch as con- 
tained Advantages, which muft either be 
continued, to the Eneniy, pr be obtained by 
Her Majefty ; but, however, that no C^ 
ceffion fhould tempt her to hearken to a 
Peace, unlefs Her good Friends and Allies 
** the States General had all reafonable Satis- 
«* fadion, as to their Trade and Barrier, as well 
" as in all other Refpefts." 

After thefe Affurances given in the Queen> 
Name, the Earl was to infinuate, <^ That Her 
*« Majefty fhould have juft Reafon to be of* 
" fended, and to think the Proceseding between 

" Her 
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iiCt and the States very unequal, if they 
*« fliould pretend to have any further Uneafi- 
« jiefs upon this Head: That being determin- 
<^ ed to accept no Advantages to Herfelf, re- 
•* pugnant to their Interefts, nor any Peace^ 
^* without their reasonable Satisfadion, the 
^ Figure She had made during the whole 
•« <;ourfe of the War, and the Pact She had 
*V a£tedj fuperior to any of the Allies, who 
« w«r^ more concerned in Efenger and Inter- 
•• eft, might juftly intitle Her to fettle the 
*• Xikffice^ns of Greaf'Britain, before flic would 
^^ cpn^snt to a general Negotiation/' 

• 

ly the States ihould objedfc the Btigageinentf 
the Queen was undo:, by Treaties, dF making 
no Peace but in Concert with tkw^i or the 
particular Obligations g£ the Barrier^Treaty, 
the Ansba^or was to anfwer^ '* That as to 
^* the former, Her Majefty had not in any 
*• Sort afted contrary thereto : That 5he was 
*< fo £g^ from making aPeacA wii^out their 
^* Confent, as to declare her firm Refolution 
•* not to make it without fheir Satisfadlion ; 
** and that what had paffed betweep France 
*^ and her amounted to no more thap an In- 
♦' troduiaion to a general Treaty." As to-the 
,ktter, thf-Earl had Orders to repr^fent. very 
carneftly, " How much it was even for the 

Vol. IX- H •' Intereft 
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* Intcreft of Holland itfelf, rather to com- 
pound the Advantage of the Barrier-Treaty, 
than to infift upon the whole, which the 
Houfe of Aujiriay and fcveral other Allies, 
would never confent to : That nothing could 
be more odious to the People of England 
^^ than many Parts of this Treaty; which 
" Would have raifed univerfal Indignation, 
" if the utmoft Care had not been taken 
** to quiet the Minds of thofe who were ac- 
** quainted with the Terms of that Guaranty, 
" and tp conceal them from thofe who were 
** not: That it was abfolutely neceffary to 
maintain a good Harmony between both 
Nations, without which it would be impof- 
fible at any Time to form a Strength for 
reducing an exorbitant Power, or preferving 
^* the Balance of Europe: From whence it 
" followed, that it could not be the true Intet- 
^^ eft of either Country to infift upon any 
** Conditions, which might give juft Apprc- 
« henfion to the other. 

• 

*' That France had propofed Utrecht^ 
«« Nimeguen^ Aix^ or LiegCy wherein to hold 
'' the general Treaty ; and Her Majefty was 
** ready to fendljer Plenipotentiaries, to which, 
*' ever of thofe Towns the States fhould ap- 
l' prove/^ ;.. 

If 
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• 

If the Imperial Minifters, or thofe of the 
other Allies, flhould objed againft the Prelimi- 
naries as no fufficient Ground for opening the 
Conferences, and infift that France fhould 
confent to fuch Articles as were figned on the 
Part of the Allies in the Year One thoufand 
fevcn hundred and nine, the Earl of Strafford 
was in Anfwer dircfted to infinuate, " That the 
French mijght have probably been brought 
to explain themfelves more particularly^ had 
they not perceived the Uneafineis, Impati- 
ence, and Jealoufy among the Allies, dure- 
ing our Tranfaflions with that Court." 
However, he fhould declare to them, in the 
Queen's Name, ^* That, if they were deter- 
mined to accept of Peace upon no Terms 
inferior to what was formerly demanded. 
Her Majefty was ready to concur with them; 
but would no longer bear thofe Difpropor- 
tions of Expence, yearly increafed upon her, 
nor the Deficiency of the Confederates in 
every Part of the War: That it was there- 
fore incumbent upon them to furnifh, for the 
future, fuch Quotas of Ships ^nd Forces as 
they were now wanting in, and to increafe 
their Expence, while Her Majefty reduced 
Her*s to a reafonable and juft Proportion/* 

H 2 
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That if the Mmxftcrs of f^htma an4 Sol^ 
land fhbtild urge their Inability tif^n ^Head, 
" die Qwcn infiftcd, " They ought to a)m- 
" ply with Her in War or in Peace j Her Ma-^ 
M jefty dcfirJng nothing, as to the firft, bat 
** what they ought to perform, and what is 
** abiblutely heceiiiiry : And as to the latter, 
<* that fht had done, and would continne tcf 
« do, t!hc utmoft in her Power tow^crds ob^ 
'^ taining ftich a Peace as might be to tl^ Ssr- 
" tisfeaion of all her Allies." . 

80 w E Days after the Earl of Straff or(t% De- 
pdrturc to Iblidnd, Monfieur Buys^ Pcnfionary 
of AmfttrJkm^ arrived here from thertce with 
Inftrudtkms from his Mafterd, to treat upon 
^he Sob^ of the French Preliminaries, and 
the Methods for carrying on the War. In his 
firft Conference with a Committee of Cdtincil, 
he objed:cd againft all the Articles, as too ge- 
neral andiincertain; and againft fome of them, 
as pf^jndicial. He faid, ** The French pro- 
" mifing that Trade fhould be re-eftabliflied 
" and maintained for the future, was meant 
** in order to deprive the Dutch of their Tiriff 
** of One thouland fix hundred stnd fikty- 
" Tour ; for the Plenipotentiaries of that 
" Crown would certainly expound the Word 
** Ketabliry to fignify no more than reftoring' 

" the 
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« tke Trade of the States to the Condition it 

^* was in immediately before the Commence* 

^ merit of tbe prdent War." He fgid, 

*^ That in the Article of Dunkirk^ the Deftruc- 

" tion of .the Harbour was not mentioned ; and 

*^ t^at the Fortifications wer-c only to be razed 

t^ upon Condition of an Equivalent, which 

*^ tnight occaiion a Difference between Her 

** Majefty and the States, fince Holland would 

** think it hard to have a Town Icfs in their 

^* Barrier for the Demolition oi Dunkirk ; and 

*^ England would complain to haye this Thorn 

** c<mtinue in their Sidp, for the Sake of 

^^ giving c«ie Town more to the Dutch J' 

Lastly,. he objcAed, «* That where the 
." French prpoiifed effe^al Methods ihouki 
^* fee tsien to prevent the Union of France 
*5 m^ Sj(>fiin under tl^e £une King, they pffcr- 
f^ «d IVHhiog at all for th^ Ceflion of l$pamy 
^* which ws^s the lOpft important Point of the 
•^ Wgr. 

^ For thcfc Reafons Monficur Buys hoped 
Her Majefty wouid alter Her Meafures, and 
demand fpecifick Articles, upon which the 
'** Allies might debate whether they would 
^* confent to a Ncgotiadon or no/' 

H 3 Th^. 
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The Queen, who looked upon all thefe 
Difficulties, raifed about the Method of treat- 
ing, as Endeavours to wreft the Negotiation 
out of Her Han^s, commanded the Lords of 
the Committee to let Monfieur Buyi know. 
That the Experience fhe formerly had of 
proceeding by particular Preliminaries to- 
wards a general Treaty gave her no Encou- 
ragement to repeat the fame Method any 
more : That fuch a preliminary Treaty rauft 
** be negotiated either by fome particular Al- 
*^ lies, or by all. The Firft Her Majcfty 
** could never fufFcr, fince {he would neither 
** take upon Her to fettle the Intercfts of 
^' others, nor fubmit that others fhould fettle 
*' thofe of her own Kingdoms. As to the Se- 
" cond, it was liable to Monfieur Buys^s Ob- 
** jedkicn, becaufe -the Minifters of France 
'^ would havie as fair an Opportunity of fowing 
** Divifion among the Allies, when th^y were 
all aflembled upon a preliminary Treaty, as 
when the Conferences were open for a Ne- 
gotiation of Peace : That this Method could 
** therefore have no other Effect than to 
** delay the Treaty, without any Advantage : 
" That Her Majcfty was heartily difpofed, 
both then and during the Negotiation, to 
infift on every Thing neceflary for fecuring 
*^ tlie Barrier and Commerce of the States ; 

and 
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** and therefore hoped the Conferences might 
** be opened, without farther Difficulties. 

" That Her Majefty did not only confent, 
** but defire to have a Plan fettled for carrying 
*^ on the War, as foon as the Negotiation of 
** Peace fhould begin ; but expedted to have 
** the Burthen more equally laid, and more 
agreeable^ to Treaties; and would join with 
the States in preffing the Allies to perform 
^* their Parts, as flie had endeavoured to ani-» 
" mate them by her Example/' 

MoNS. Buys feemed to know litde of his 
Matters Mind, and pretended he had no Power 
to conclude upon any Thing. Her Majefty *s 
Minifter propofed to him ' an Alliance between 
the two Nations, to fubifift after a Peace. To 
this he hearkened very readily, and offered to 
take the Matter ad referendumy having Aiitho-^ 
rity to do no more. His Intention was, that he 
might appear to negotiate, in order tg gain 
Time to pick out, if poffible, the whole Secret 
of the Tranfadlions between Great^Britain and 
France 'y to difclofe nothing himfelf, nor hind 
his Mafters to any Conditions \ to feek Delays 
until the Parliament met, and then obferve 
what Turn it took, and what would be the 
Iffue of thole frequent Cabals between himfelf 

and 
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and fome other foreign MiniAef s, inCoftjufiAlon 
with the chief Leaders of the difcontcfitcd 
Faftion. The Dutch hoped, that the Cla- 
ftiours, raifed igainft the Proceedings of the 
Queen s Miniftcrs towards a Peace^ would make 
the Parliament difapprove what had been done ; 
thereby the States would be at the Head of 
the Negotiation, which the Queen did not 
think fit to have any more in tJieir Hands, 
ivhiere it bad mifcarried twice already; althoi^gh 
prince Eugene ^ himfelf owned, "that Prance 
" was then difpofed to conclude a Peace upon 
*^ fuch Conditions, as it t^as not worth the Life 
*^ of a Grenadier to refufe them'^ As to infill- 
ing upon fpecifick Preliminaries, her Majefly 
thought her own Method much better for <ach 
Ally, in &e Courie of the J^egotiatidn, to ad'*^ 
Vance and toinage his own Pretenfions, wherein 
in flic wovdd fupport and aiM them, rather 
than fdr twoMioifters of one Ally to treat folely 
widi the JEnettiy^ and report what they pl^afed 
to dxfe reft, as was pra(3:Hed by the t>vt(h at 
iSertfuyden^erp 

<i>Nfe Pftrt of Monf. Buys% InflxudHons was 
to defire the Queen hot to be fb far amufed by 
|i Treaty of P§ace, z$ tp neglect her Preparation 
for Wrt agaihft the next Campaign. Her Ma^ 
jelly, who waj firftily refolved againft fubmitting 

any 
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any longer to that unequal Burthen of Expcnce 
flie had hitherto lain under, commanded Mr, 
Secretary St. John to debate the Matter widi 
that Minifter, who faid he had no Power td 
treat 5 only infifted, that his Mailers had fully 
done their Part, and that nothing but Exhorta^^ 
tions could be ufed to prevail on the other Al- 
lies to aft with greater Vigour, 

» 

On the other Side, the Queen refuied to 
concert any Plan for the Profccution of the 
War, until the States would join with her in 
iagrcdnjg to open the Conferences of Peace; 
which therefore, by Monf. Buyi\ Applkadon 
to them, was accordingly done, by a Reiblu« 
(ion taken in Holland^ upon the twenty-firft of 
^ovembeTy N. S. One Thouland Seven Hun^ 
dred and Eleven. 

Abou t this Time the Count de Gallas yrdM 
forbid the Court, by Order from the Qgeea» 
who fcnt him Word^ that iflie lookoi upon him . 
po longer as a publick Minifter. 

This Gentleman thought fit to aft a very 
di^nourable Part here in England^ altogether 
inconiifleat with the Charafter he bore of En^r 
voy from the late and prefent Emperors ; two 
Princes under the Jftrifteft Ties of Gratitude to 
the Queen, ' efpecially the latter, who had then 

the 
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Ae Tide of King of Spain. Count Gallas^ 
about the End of Augujly One Thoufand Seven 

^Hundred apd Eleven, w^ith the utmoft Privacy, 
difpatched an Italiany one of hi$ Clerks, to 
Franckfort^ where the Earl of EeterbGrougb was 
then expcftcd. This Man was Jinftrufted to 
pafs for a Spaniardy and infinuate himfelf into 
the EarKs Service; which he accordingly did, 
and gave conftant Information to the laft Empe- 
ror's Secretary at Franckfort of all he could ga- 
ther up in his Lordihip's Family, as well a$ 
Copies of feveral Letters he had tranfcribed. It 
was likewife difcovered, that Gallas had, in his 
Difpatches to the prefent Emperor^ then in 
Spairiy repref^nted the Queen and her Mini- 
fters as not to be confided in : Thit, when heir 
Majefty had difmiiTed the Earl of Sunderlandy 
file promifed to proceed no farther in thq 
Change of her Servants 3 yet foon after turned 
thepi all out, and thereby ruined the publick 
Credit, as well as abandoned Spain : That the 

. prefent Minifters wanted the Abilities and good 
Diipofitions of the former j were Perfons of ill 
Dcfigns, and Enemies to the common Caule, 
and he (Gallas) could not truft them. In his 
Letters to Count Zinzendorf he (aid, " That 
" Mr. Secretary St. John complained of the 
" Houfe of Aiiftrias Backwardnefs, only to 
** make the King of Spain odious, to England^ 

« and 
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*« and the People here defirous of a Peace; al-- 
•* though it were ever fo bad an brie/* To pre-, 
vent which, Count Gallas drew up a^ Memorial, • 
which he intended to give the Queen, andi 
tranfinitted a Draught of it to Zins^endarf {oc 
his Advice and Approbation. This Memorial,, 
among other great Promifes to encourage the 
Continuance of the War, propofed the detach- 
ing of a good Body of Troops from Hungary to 
fcrve in Italy or Spaiuy as the Queen fhould 
think fit. Zinzendorf thought this too bold a» 
Step, without confulting the Emperor; tot 
which Gailas replied, that his Defign was only 
to engage the Queen to go on with the War ; 
that Zinzendorf knew how earneftly the Eng^ 
lijh, and Dutch had prefled to have thefe Troops 
from Hungary y and therefore they ought to be 
promifed, in order to quiet thofe two Nations, 
after which feveral Ways might be found to 
elude that Promife 3 and, in the mean Time, 
the great Point would be gained of bringing the 
Englijh to declare for continuing the War : 
That the Emperor might afterwards excufe 
himfelf, by the Apprehenfion of a War in 
Hungary y or of that between the Turks and 
Mufcovites 5 that, if thefe Excufes fhould be at 
an End, a Detachment of one or two Regi- 
ments might be fent, and the reft deferred, by 
pretending Want of Money i by which the 

Queen 
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Q^m "viTQuki pisabably* be hrought to maia&dii 
feme Part of tfaafe Tro(^> aod perthap$ ;diie 
whole Body. He added, that this Way of Ma^ 
oagemeot was very common among the AUies ^ 
and gave for an Example the Forces which the 
I>utcb had promifed for the Service of Spaiu^ 
but were never fentj with feveral other In^ 
ftances of the fame Kind, which he iaid might 
be produced. HerMa]e%, who had long fuft. 
pe^ed that Count Gallas was engaged in the£e 
and the like PraAiites, having at laft received 
authentick Proo& of this whole Intrigue, from 
original Letters, and the voluntary Confeifion of 
thofe who were principally concerned in cairy^ 
ing it on, thought it negeflary to fhew her Re- 
fcntment, by rdiifing the Count any more Ac- 
tefs to her Perfon or her Court. 

AtTHcwGH til? Qgeew, as it had> been dr 
ready ohfervcd, wece refolved to oppn ^ Con* 
ferences upon the geo^al PdreUmkaries, yet ihe 
thou^t it wpntd vtry mudhi £:)rward the Peacf 
to know what were the xtmoh Cmecffiom^ 

which France would xnake to the f^era) Aili^Sj 
but efpecia% to the States <knei:al and the 
Duke of Savey : Therefore, while Her Majefly 
was preilng the former to ^ree to a gesexd 
Treaty, the Abb^ Guabier was fent to Fremt 
with a Memprial, to defire that the moftCbrir 

ftian 
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{\ian King would explain himielf upon thofe 
Fi?dkninaries,ipaiticulaiiy with ReSstron Xo^Saixy 
9nd Holland i whofe Satis^tdion the Queen had 
moft at Heaii:> as wdl from hsx Friendihip tor 
both thefe Powers, asbecaufe, if (he might en* 
gage to them that their juft Pretenfioas wotild 
be allowed, few Diffiodlks wotild remain^ of 
«v)f Moment, to retard the general Peace. 

The French Anfwer to this Memorial con«^ 
tained feveral Schemes and Propd&ls for the Sa^ 
tisfadtion of each Ally, coming up very near to. 
what Her Majefty and her Minifters thought 
reafonable. The great eft Difficulties deemed to 
be about the Elector of Bavariay for whofe Ii^ 
terefts France appeared to be as much concetnn 
ed, as the Qge^ was for thofe of the Duke df 
of ^a^ty : However, thofe rrtcc judged ndt 
very hard to be funnounted^ 

The States having at leaglh agreed to a ge^ 
neral Treaty, the following Particulars Wepe 
concerted between Her Majefty and that Re^ 
publick : • 

*' That the Congrdfs (hoold be held ac 
« Utreck. 



« That 



no The HISTORY of 

# 

*« That the Opening of the Congrefs ihould 
** be upon the Twelfth of January y N. $• One 
" Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eleven-twelve* 
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That, for avoiding all Inconveniencies of 
Ceremony, die Minifters of the Queen and 
States, ^during the Treaty, . fhould only have 
the Charafters of Plenipotentiaries, and not 
•* take that of AmbafTadors, until the Day on 
" which the Peace (hould be figned. 

s 

" Lastly, The Queen and States infifted, 
" that the Minifters of the Duke of Anjou^ and 
the late Ele^ors of Ban)aria and Cotogne^ 
fhould not appear at the Congrefs, until the 
Points relating to their Maft^rs were adjufted * 
and were firmly refolved not to fend their 
Paflports for the Minifters of France^ until 
" the moft Chriftian King declared, that the 
** Abfence of the forementioned Minifters 
" fhould not delay the Progrefs of the Negotia- 
« Xxonr 

Pursuant to the three former Articles, Her 
Majefty wrote circular Letters to all the Allies 
engaged with her in the prefent War : And 
France had Notice, that, as foon as the King 
declared his Compliance with the laft Article, 

the 
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the blank Paflports ftiould be filled up with the 
Names of the Marechal UUxelks^ the Abbd 
de PolignaCy and Monf. Mefnager, who were 
appointed Plenipotentiaries for that Crown, 

From what I have hitherto deduced, the 
Reader fees the Plan which the Queen thought 
the moft'efFedtualfor advancing a Peace. As 
the Conferences were to begin upon the gene- 
ral Preliminaries, the Queen was to be empow- 
ered by France to offer fcparatcly to the Allies 
what might he reafonable for each to accept i 
and, her own Jnterefls being previoufly fettled, 
ihe was to adt as a general Mediator : A Figure 
that became her befl, from the Part (he had in 
the War, and more ufeful to the great End at 
which fhe aimed, of giving a ^e and honour- 
able Peace to Europe. 

Besides, it was abfqlutely neceflary for the 
Interefls of Britain^ that the Queen fhould be 
at the Head of the Negotiation, without which 
. her Majefty could find no Expedient to redrcfs 
the Injuries her Kingdoms were fure to fufFer 
by the Barrier-Treaty. In order to fetde . this 
Point with the States, the Miniflers here had a 
Conference with Monf. Buys^ a few Days be- 
fore the Parliament met. He was told, ** how 
" neceilary it was, by a previous Concert be- 

" tween 
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<< tween llie En^rar, the Queen, and the 
^ Stato6» to prevent any Difierenoe which mi^t 
«< ariie m tl4 Courfe df the Treaty ac t^/r^c^/ : 
«^ That^ ttnder Frctoice of a Bacrier for the 
^^ States General) as their Security againfl 
France^ infinite Prgudtcc mig^t anife to ihe 
Trade oi Oreat^Bntain in the Spanijb Ne^ 
<* tberhmdsi for, fay the filfeeeatih Article of the 
fianier*Treaey, m Con&qdence of what was 
ftipulated by that of Mwtfier^ the Qjieen was 
broii^t to engage that Commerce ffaall not 
^^ be rendered, more eafy, in Point of Duties, 
'* by the Sca^'orts of Fknders^^ than it is by 
^ the Rivor Scbeld^ and by the Cands on the 
^^ Side of the Seven Provinccs^whichi as Things 
** now Aood^ was very unjufl $ for while the 
** Tofwns k Flanders were in the Hands c^ 
France or iS^^/;?) the Di^/r/^ .and we traded to 
them upon equal Foot ; but now> fincft by 
•' the Barrier-Treaty thofe Towns were to be 
polleilbd by the States, that Republick might 
lay what Duties they pleafed upon Britijh 
Goods, afi^r pafling by Oftendy and make 
^' their own Cuftom-free, which would utter-' 
** ly ruin our whole Trade mv^ Flanders^ 
Upon this, the Lords told Mr. Bz^yj very franks 
ly, " That> if the States expeded the Qjieen 
^ ihduld fupport their Barrier, as well as their 
*^ ,J3teil»nds 6Maa.Prtf;;^^.a]nd the Houfe of Au^ 
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^ria upon that Head, they ought to agree, 
that the Sabjecfts of Great-Britain fhould 
trade as freely to all the Countries and Places 
which, by Virtue of any former or future 
Treaty, were to become the Barrier of' the 
States, as they did in the Time of the late 
King Charles the Second of Spain ^ ot as the 
SubjeAs of the States-General themfelves 
fhall dp : And that it was hoped, their High 
Mightinefles would never fcruplc to reCtify a 
*^ Miftake fo injurious to that Nation, without 
** whofe Blood and Treafure they would have 
V had no Barrier at all." 

MoNs. Buys had nothing to anfwer againil: 
diefe Objedions, but faid, he had alrea^ 
wrote to his Mailers fpr further Inflyu^ions. . 

Greater DifHculties occurred about fettling 
what ihould be the Barrier to the States after >a 
Peace; the Envoy infifting to have all the 
Towns that were named in the Treaty of Bar- 
rier and Succeffion, and the Queen's Miniflxrs 
excepting thofe Towns, which, if they conti- 
nued in the Hands of ^cDutcby would render 
the Trade of Great Britain to Flanders preca- 
rious. At length it was agreed in general, that 
the States ought to have what is really efleritial 
to the Security of their Barrier againft France ; 
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And that fome amicable Expedient ^ould be 
found, for ranoving the Fears both of Greats 
Britain and Holland upon this FoiiA. 

, ...... i - _ 

BtfT at the fame Time Monf. jB»yi was told, 
" That although the Queen would certainly in- 
** lift to 6btain aH thofe Points from France^ in 
** Behalf of her Allies the States, yet (he hoped 
** his Matters were too reaibnable to In-eak off 
** the Treaty, rather than not obtain the very 
" utmoft of their Demands, which could not 
** fee fettled here, unlcfs he were ftdty inftru<5ted 
to fpeak and conclude upon diat Subje<3r : 
That her Majefty thought the beft Way of 
" fecuring the ccnnmon Intereft, and present- 
ing rfie Divifion of the Allies, by At Artifi- 
• ces of France^ in the Courfe of a long Ncgo- 
«* tiation, would be to concert bdween the 
«' Qilfen's Miniftcrs and thofe of the States, 
^\ v)ith a due Regard to die other Gcoifcderates, 
^* ftich a ft an as might amount to a fafe and 
<^ honourable Peace." After which the Abbe 
Fdipiac^ who of the Freficb Plenipotentiaries 
was'moft in the Secret of his Court, might be 
told, ** That it Was in vain to amufe eadi other 
any longer; that on fuch Terms the Peace 
would be immediately concluded ; and that 
^* tike Conferiences rauft ceafc;, if thofe Condi* 

*' tions 
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^f ^ons were not, without Delay, and with 
*« Expedition, granted/' 

A Treaty between herMajefty and the States, 
to fubfift after a Peace, W|s now figned, Monf* 
J?z0^i having received full Powers. to that Pur- 
po^. His Mailers were defirous to have a pri- 
vate Article added, fub Jperatiy concerning 
thofc Terms of Peace ; without the granting 
of which we fhould IHpulate not to agree wkh 
the Enemy. But neither the Charaftcr of Buys^ 
nor the Manner in which he was impowered to 
treat, would allow the Qjieeii to enter into fuch 
an Engagements The Congrefs likewifb ap^ 
proaching, there was not Time to fetde a Point 
of ib great Iaiportaii€e< Nei^er, laftly, would 
Her Majefty be tied dovm by HoUandj without 
previous Satisia&ion upon &veral Articles in die 
Barrier-Treaty, fo inconfiftcnt with her En- 
gagements to other Powers in the Alliance, and 
fo injurious to her own King^oms^ 

Tk t Lord Privy-S^l, and the Earl of Strafe 
ford J having, ^ about the Time the Parliament 
met, been appointed her Majefly's Plenipoten- 
tiaries for treating a general Peace, I fhall here 
break off the Account of any further Progrefi 
made in that great Afiair, until I refume it in 
the laft Book of this Hiftory< 
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THE Houfe of Commons jfecmedrerolved, 
from the Beginning of the Seflion, to 
enquire ftriftly not only irito all Abufes relate- 
ing to the Accounts of the Army, but likcwife 
into the feveral Treaties between us, and .our 

^Allies, upon what Articles and Conditions they 
were firft agreed to, and how thefe had been 
fince obferved. In the firft Week of their 

^Sitting, they fent an Addrcfs' to the Queen, to 
defire that tl^e Treaty, whereby her Majefty 

* was obliged to furnifh Fort)fcThoufand Men, 
-to a(3; in Conjunftion with the Forces of her 

'• ' Allies 
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Allies m. the Low Countries^ might be laid be- 
fore the Houfe. To which the Secretary of 
State brought an Anfwer, " That Search had 
** been madCj but no Footfteps could be found 
** of any Treaty or Convention, for that Pur- 
** pofe." It was this unaccountable Neglc<3: in 
the former Miniftry, which fir ft gave a Pretence 
to the Allies for leffcning tlieirC^otas, fo much 
to the Difadvantage of Her Majefty, Her King- 
doms, and the common CSufe, in the Courfe 
of the War. It had been ftipulated by the 
grand Alliance, between the Emperor, Great-- 
Britawy and the States, that thefe three Pow- 
ers ihould afRft each other with their whole 
Force, and that the feveral Proportions fhould 
be ipecified in a particular Convention, But if 
any fuch Conventiou were made, it was never 
ratified ; only the Parties agreed, by common 
Confent, to take each a certain Share of the 
Burthen upon themfelves, which the late King 
William coromunicated to the Houfe of Com- 
mons by hia Secretary of State ; and which af- 
terwards the other two Powers, obferving the 
mighty Zeal in our Miniftry for prolonging the 
War, eluded as they pleafed. 

The Coniiftiffioners for ftating the Publick 
Accounts of the Kingdom had, in executing 
their Office the preceding Slimmer, difcovered 
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ftveral Prafticcs relating to the AfFairs of tlie 
Army, which they drew up in a Report, and 
delivered to the Hdufc. 

The Commons began their Examination of 
the Report with a Mcniber of their own, Mr, 
Robert Wnlpde^ akeady mentioned; who, 
during his being Secretary at War, had received 
five hundred Guineas, and taken a Note for 
fiveJjundrcd Pounds more, on account of tWo 
Contrafts for Forage of the Queen's Troop» 
quartered in Scottand. He endeavoured to ex-^ 
cufe the firft Cbntrad ; but had nothing to fay 
about the fecond. The firft appeared fo plain, 
and fo fcandalous to the Commons, that they 
vpted the Author of it guilty of a high Breach 
of Truft, and notorious Corruption, commits 
cd him Prifoner to the Tower, where he con- 
tinued to the End of the Seffion, and expelled 
bim the Houfe. He was a Perfon much ca- 
reffcd by the Oppofers of the Queen and Mi* 
niftry, having been firft drawn into their Party 
by his Indifference to any Principles, and af- 
terwards kept fteady by the Lofs of his Place. 
His bold, forward Countenance, altogether a 
Stranger to that Infirmity which maketh Men 
baihful, joined to a Readinefs of fpcaking in 
Publick, hath juftly intitled him, among thofe 
of his Faftion, to be a Sort «f Leader of the 

fecpnd 
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iccond Foniiv The Reader muft expufe mc 
for being fo particular about one^ who i^ other* 
wife altogether obfcure* 

Another Part of the Report concerned 
the Duke olf Marlhrougb^ who had receivc4 
large Sums of Money, by Way of Gratuity^ 
from thofe who were the Undertakers for pro* 
viding the Army with Bread. This the Duke 
excufed, in a Letter to die CommiilionerSy 
from the like Praftice of other Generals : But 
that Excufe appeared to be of little Weight, 
and the mifchievous Coofequences of fuch a 
Corruption were vifible enough j fince the Mor 
uey given by thefe Undertakers were but Bribes 
for Connivance at their indirei^ Dealings with 
the Army« And as Frauds, that begin at the 
Top, are apt to fpread through all the fubor- 
dinate Ranks of thofe who have any Share in 
the Management, and to increafe as they cir- 
culate : So, in this Cafe, for every thoufand 
Founds given to the General, the Soldiers at 
leaft fuflfered Four-fold* 

i 

Another Article of this Report, relating 
to the Duke, was yet of more Importance. 
The grcatcft Part of Her Majefty's Forces ii^ 
Flanders were mercenary Troops, hired from 
ieveral Princes pf EMrope. It was found that 

the 



€€ 



I20 rbeHlSTOKY of 

the Queen*s Genersd fubftra£t:ed: Two and a 
Half per Cent, cut of the Pay of thofc Trcx)ps, 
for his own Ufc, whidh amounted to a great 
annual Sum. The Duke of Marjborougby in 
his Letter already mentioned, endeavouring to 
extenuate the Matter, told the Commiffioncrs, 
^* That this Deduftion was a free Gift from 
'* the Foreign Trobps, which he had nego- 
«' tiated with them by the late King's Orders^, 
and had obtained the Queen's Warrant for 
refcrving and receiving it : That it was in- 
tended for* fecret.Service, the Ten Thoufand 
** Pounds a Year given by Parliament not 
proving fufficicnt, and had all been Isud out 
that Way/* The Commiffioncrs obfervcd, 
in Anfwer, */That the Warrant was kept 
•' dormant for nine Years, as indeed no Entry 
" of it appeared in the Secretary of State's 
•* Books, and the Deduftion of it concealed 
** all that Time from the Knowledge of Par- 
" liament : That, if it had been a free- Gift 
from the Foreign Troops, it would not have 
been ftipulated by Agreemcnti as the Duke's 
* * Letter confefled, and as his Warrant declared, 
which latter affirmed this Stoppage to be in- 
tended for defraying extraordinary contin- 
gent Expences of the Troops, and therefore 
fhould not have been applied to fecret Ser- 
vices." They fubmitt?d tp the Houfe, whe- 
ther 
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thcr the Warrant itfelf were legal, or duly 
counter-figned. The Gommiffioners added, 
*^ That no Receipt was ever given for this de- 
** dudted Money, nor was it mentioned in any 
" Receipts from the Foreign Troops, which 
*^ were always taken in full. And loftly. That 
«' the whole Sum, on Computation, amount-i 
•* ed to near Three Hundred Thoufand 

^' Pounds/' 

* I 

Th e Houfe, after a Icmg Debate, refolved. 
That the taking of feveral Sum^ from the 
Contra(5ers for Bread by the Duke of Marl-- 
borougby was unwarrantable and illegal \ and 
*< that the Two and a Half per Cent, deduft- 
** ed from the Foreign Troops was Publick 
^* Money, and ought to be accounted for :" 
Which Refolutions were laid before thie Queen 
by the whole Houfe, and her Majefty promifed 
to do her Part in redreffing what was com-* 
plained of* 

The Duke and his Friends had, about the 
Beginning of the War, by their Credit with 
the Queen, procured a Warrant from Her Ma- 
jefty for this Perquifite of Two and a Half 
per Cent. The Warrant was directed to the 
Duke of Marlborough^ and Gounter-ligned by 
3ii' Cbarks H^ges^- then Secretary of State ; by 

Virtue 
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Virtue of which the Paymafter-Gcncirai of the 
Army was to pay the faid dedufted Money to 
the General, and take a Receipt in full from 
the Foreign Troops. 

It was obferved, as very commendable, and 
becoming the Dignity of fuch an AiTembly, 
that this Debate was managed with great Tem- 
per, and with few perfonal Reflections upon 
the Duke of Marlborough. They feemed on- 
ly defirous to come at the Truth, without 
which they could not anfwer the Truft repofed 
in them by thofe whom they reprefented, ^tiA 
left the reft to her Majefty's Prudence. The 
Attorney- General was ordered to commence 
an Adion againft the Duke for the fubftraftcd 
Money, which would have amounted to a great 
Sum, enough to ruin any private Perfon, ex- 
cept himfelf. This Procefs is ftill depending^ 
although very moderately purfued, either by 
the Queen's Indulgence to one whom (he had 
formerly fo much trufted, or perhaps to be re- 
vived or ilackened, accprdipg to the fbtureDe* 
meanour of the Pdfei>dant» 

Some Time after, Monf. CardoneU^ a Mem«- 
ber of Parliament, fuid Secretary to the Gene* 
ral in Flanders, was expelled th* Houfe, for 
the Offence pf receiving yearly Bribes from 

thofe 
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thofe who had contraftea to furnifh firead for 
the Army j and met wirfi no further Punifli- 
ment for a Pra^tice^ voted to be unwarrantable 
and corrupt. 

These wcire all the Cenfurcs of any Mo* 
ment which the Commons, under fb great a 
Weight of Bufinefs, thought fit to make, up* 
on the Reports of their Conimiffioners for in* 
ipedting the publick Accounts. But having 
promifed, in the Beginning of this Hiftory, 
to examine the State of the Nation, with Re-, 
fpedt to its Debts ; by what Negligence or Cor- 
ruption they firft began, and in Procefs of' 
Time made fuch a prodigious Increafe'; aiid, 
laftly, whatCourfes have been taken, under 
the prefent Adminiftration, to find out Fundi 
for anfwering fo many unprovided Incumbran- 
ces, as w^ll asr put a Stop to new Ones ; I (hall 
endeavour to fatisfy the Reader upon this im- 
portant Article. 

By all I have yet read of the Hiftry of our 
own Country, it appears to me, that the National 
Debts, fecured upon parliamentary Funds of 
Intereft, were Things unknown in England be- 
fore the laft Revolution under the Prince of 
Orange. It is true, that in the grand Rebellion 
lb? King's Enemies borrowed Money of parti- 

cular 
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cular Perfons, upon what they called the Pub- 
lick Faith ; but this was tmly for fliort Periods, 
and the Sums no more than what they could 
pay at once, as they conftantly did»- Some of 
our Kings have been very profufe in Peace and 
War, and are blamed in Hiftory for their Op- 
preffions of the People • by fevere Taxes, and 
for borrowing Money which they never paid r 
But National Debts was aSt)He, which, I doubt, 
would hardly then be underiliood^ - When the 
Prince of Orange was raifed to the Throne^ and 
a general War began in thefe Parts of Europe^ 
the King and his Counfellors thought it would 
be ill Policy to conunence his Reign with heavy 
Taxes upon the People, who had lived long in 
Eafe and Plenty, and might be apt to think 
their Deliverance too dearly bought : Where- 
fore, one of the firft Aftions of the new Go- 
vernment was to take off the Tax upon Chipi- 
uies, as a Burthen very ungrateful to the. Com- 
monalty, But Money being wanted to fupport 
the War (which even the Convention-Parli- 
ament, that put the Crown upon his Head, 
were very unwilling he ihould engage in), the 
prefent Bifliop of Salijbury * is faid to have 
found out that Expedient (which he had learn- 
ed in Holland) qf raifing Money upon the Se- 
curities of Taxes, that Were only fufficient to 

pay 
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pay ft large Intereft. ' The Motives which pre- 
vailed oh People to -fell in with this Projed: 
were many, and pkufible \ for fuppbfirig, as 
the Minifters induftrioufly gave out,- that the 
War could not laft abpve one or two Campaigns 
at moft, it might h6 carried on with very mo- 
derate Taxes ; arid ' the Debts accruing would, 
in Procefs of Timcj be eafily cleared after a 
Peace. Then the Biit of large Intereft. would 
draw in a gr«at Nuniber of thofe whofe Mo- 
ney, by the Dangers arid Difficulties of Trade, 
lay dead upon their Hands ; and whoever were 
Lenders to the Government, would, by fureft 
principle, be obliged to fupport it; Befide«, 
the Men of Eftates could not be perfuaded, 
without Time arid 'Difficulty, to have thofe 
Taxes laid on their Lands, which Ciiftom hath 
' fince made fo familiar ; .and it was the Buiinefe 
of fuch as were then in Power to cultivate a 
moneyed Intereft ; becaufe the Gentry of the 
Kingdom, did not very much relifh thofe new 
Notions :in .Goveirnment to which the King, 
who had iriibibed bis Politicks in his own Coun- 
try, w^ thought to give too much Way. 
Neither perhaps did that Prince think national 
Incumbrances to be griy Evil at all, fince the 
flourifhing Republick, where he was born, is 
thought to owe more than ever it will be able 
or willing to pay. And I remember, when I 

mentioned 
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mentioned to Monf. Btt^s . the .many Milfiofls 
we dwed, he would advance it as a Maxim» 
that it was for the Intereft of jthe Publick to 
be in Debt ; which perhaps may be true in a 
Commonwealth (o cra^sily inftitutedj where the 
Governors cannot have too many Pledges of 
their Subjefts Fidelity, and where a great Ma- 
jcyrity moil inevitably be undone by any Revo- 
lution, however brought about : But to pre- 
fcribe the fame Rules to a Monarchy, who£e 
Wealth arifeth from the Rents and Improve- 
ments of Lands, as well as Trade and Manu- 
fa£tuf es, is the Mark of a confined and cramped 
Underilanding. 

I WAS .movcid to fpeak thus, becaufe I am 
very well fatisfied, that the pernicious Coun-^ 
fels of borrowing Money upon pubfick Fund« 
of Intereft, as well as fome other State-Leflbns, 
were taken indigefted from the like Pnu^ices 
among the Dutcb^ without allowing in the 
leaft for any Difference in Government, Reli- 
gion, Law, Cuftom, Extent of Country, or 
Manners and Difpofitions of the Pestle. 

But when this Expedient of Anticipations 
and Mortgages was firft put in PraSice, artfiil 
Men, in Office and Credit, began to confidcr 

what Ufes it might be applied to ^ and £^n found 
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It wsti likely to prove the moft fruitful Semi-i. 
nary^ not only to cftablifh a Fa<aion they in- 
tended to fet up for theit own Support, but 
likewife to raife vaft Wealth fw themfelves in 
{>articular, who were to be the Managers and 
Diredors in it. It was nianifeft, that nothing 
could promote thefe two Defigns fo much, as 
burthening the Nation with Debts, and giving 
Encouragement to Lenders : For, as to the 
firft, it was not to be doubted, that moneyed 
Men would be always firm to the Party of 
thofe who adviied the borrowing upon fucb 
good Security, and with fuch exorbitant Pre- 
miums and Intereft ; and every new Sum that 
ivas lent toc^ away as much Power from the 
landed Men, a$ it added to theirs : So that the 
deeper the Kingdom was engaged, it was ftill 
the better for them. Thus a new Eftate and 
Property fprung up in the Hands, of Mortga- 
gees, to whom every Houfe and Foot of Land 
in England paid a Rent-charge, free of all 
Taxes and Defalcations, and purchafed at lefs 
than half Value : So that the Gentlemen of 
Eftates were, in Effedr, but Tenants to thefe 
new Landlords ; many of whom were able, in 
Time, to force the Eledion of Boroughs out of 
the Hands of thofe who had been the old Propri- 
etors.and Inhabitants. Tills was arrived to fuch 
a Height, that a very few Years more of War 

and 



128 The HISTORY tf 

and Funds would have clearly caft the BalaHoe 
on the moneyed Side. 

A s to the fecond, this Projeft of boj'rbwing 
Upon Funds was of: mighty Advantage t^ 
thofe who were in the Management of it, as 
well as to their Friends and Dependants ; for> 
Funds proving often deficient, the Govern- 
ment wa$ obliged to ftrike Tallies for making 
up the reft, which Tallies were fometindes (to 
fpe^kin the Merchants Phrafe) ati^bpye Forty 
fef€mt. Difcount.. At this Prfee ^hofewha 
.were in the Secret bought them up, and thea 
took Care to have that Deficiency fuppUed ia 
the next Seffion of Parliament, by which they 
doubled their Principal in a few Months. ; and> 
for the Encouragement of Lenders, every new 
Projedl of Lotteries or Annuities propofed fome 
farther Advantage, either as to Intereft or Pre- 
mium, 

^ . * . . . . ■ 

In the Year One Thoufand fix Hundred and 
Ninety-feven, a general Mortgage was made 
of certain Revenues apd Taxes already fettled, 
which amounted to near a Million a Year. 
This Mortgage was to continue till One Thou- 
. fand Seven Hundred and Six, to be a Fund for 
the Payment of about five Millbns one hun- 
dred TJioufand Pqunds. In the firft Parliament 

*of 
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©f the Queen, the faid Mortgage was continued 
till One Thoufand feven Hundred and Ten, to 
fiipply a Deficiency of two Millions three 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds, ahd tritereft of 
.above a Milliofn -, and in the intermediate Years 
a great Part of that Fund was branched out 
into Annuifies for ninety-nine Years'; fo that 
the late Miniftry raifed all their Money to One 
Thoufand fcvtn Hundred and Ten, only by 
continuing Funds which were already granted 
to their Hands* This deceived the People in 
general, who were fatisfied to continue the 
Payments they had been accuftomed to, and 
made the Adminiftration feem eafy, fince the 
War went on without any new Taxes raifed, 
except the very laft Year they were in Power ; 
not confidering what a mighty Fund was ex- 
haufted, and muft be perpetuated, although 
extremely injurious to Trade, and to the true 
Intereft of the Nation. 

This great Fund of the general Mortgage 
was rifot onfy loaded, Year after Year, by 
mighty Sums borrowed upon it, but with the 
Interefts due upon thofe Sums ; for which the 
Treafury was forced to ftrike Tallies, payable 
out of that Fund, after all the Money already 
borrowed upon it, there being no other Provi- 
fion of Intereft for three or four Years : Till 

Vol- IX. K at 
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at laft the Fund was fo overloaded, that it coulcl 
neither pay Principal nor Intcreft, and Tallies 
were ftruck. for both, which occafioned their 
great Difcount, 

But to avoid Miftakes upon a Subjedt, where 
I am not very well verfed either in the Style 
or Matter, I will tranfcribe an Account fent 
me by a Perfon * who is thoroughly inftrufted 
in thefe Affairs. 

" In the Year OneThoufand feven Hundred 
*' andSeven, theSum of eight Hundred twenty- 
two Thoufand. three Hundred and Eighty- 
one Pounds, fifteen Shillings and Six-pence, 
vfes raifed, by continuing Part of the gene* 
ral Mortgage from One Thoufand feven 
" Hundred and TeUi tg One Thoufand feven 
Hundred and. Twelve j but with no Provi- 
fion of Intereft till uiu^uji the firft. One 
" Thoufand feven Hundred and Ten, other- 
« wife than by ftriking Tallies for it on that 
•* Fund, payable after all the other Money 
" borrowedt 

In One Thoufand feven Hundred and Eight, 
" the fame Funds were continued from One 
'^ Thoufand Seven Hundred apd Twelve, to 

One 
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*^ One Thoufand fevcn Hundred and Four- 
teen, to raife fcven Hundred twenty-nine 
*' Thoufand fixty-feven Pound fifteen Shillings 
•* and Six-pence ; but no Provifion for Intcreft 
" till Auguft the Firft, One Thoufand feven 
** Huhdred and Twelve, otherwifc than as be- 
** fore, by ftriking the Tallies for it on the 
fame Fund, payable after all the reft of the 
Money borrowed* And the Difcount of 
Tallies then beginning to rife, great Part of 
that Money remains ftill unraifed ; and there 
is ftill nothing to pay Intereft for the Money 
^' lent, till jiuguji the Firft, One Thoufand fe- 
** ven Hundred and Twelve. But the late 
** Lord Tfeafurer ftruck Tallies for the full 
^ Sum direftcd by the Ad: to be borrowed, 
** great Part of which h^ve been delivered in 
*' Payment to the Navy and Vidualling^OfEces, 
" and fome are ftill in the Hands of the Go- 
•^ vernmcnt. 

** In One Thoufand feven Hundred and 
^' Nine, part of the fame Fund was continued 
** from Augufl the Firft, One Thoufand feven 
*' Hundred and Fourteen, to Auguft the Firft, 
** One Thoufand feven Hundred and Sixteen, 
" to raife fix Hundred forty-five Thoufand 
" Pounds 3 and no Provifion for Intereft till 
♦• Auguft the Firft, one Thoufand fcveii Hun- 

K 2 " dred 
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** dred and Fourteen (which was above fi>«c 
Years,) but by .borrowing Money on the 
fame Fund, payable for the Sums before 
lent ; fo that little of that Money was lent. 
^ But the Tallies were ftruck for what was 
*' unlent, fome of which were given out for 
** the Payment of the Navy and Vidtualling, 
«' and fome ftill remain in the Hands of the 
" Government. 

V 

*' In One Thoufand feven Hundred and 
*' Ten, the Sums, which were before givca 
" from One Thoufand feven Hundred and 
Fourteen, to One Thoufand feven Hundred 
and Sixteen, were continued from thence to 
One Thoufand feven Hundred and Twenty, 
to raife one Million two Hundred ninety-fix 
" Thoufand five Hundred and fifty-two Pounds 
** nine Shillings and eleven Pence three Farth- 
*^ ings ; and no Provifion for Intereft till Aw- 
^^ ^«y?thefirft, One Thoufand feven Huildred^ 
^' and Sixteen, only, after the Duty of one Shil- 
ling per Bufhel on Salt (hould be cleared^ 
from the Money it was then charged with, 
and which was not to fo cleared till Midfum^ 
^' mer. One Thoufand feven Hundred and 
*'* twelve laft, then that Fund was to be ap- 
^' plied to pay the Intereft till Augujl the Firft^ 
" One Thoufand feven Hundred and Sixteen, 

«^ which 
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^ which Intereft amounted to about Sevcnty-fc- 
*^ venTfhoufand fevenHundred and ninety-three 
♦* Pounds per Jntmm : And the faid Salt Fund 
** produceth But about fifty-five Thoufand 
^^ Pounds pet Annum \ fo that no Money wa^ 
** borrowed upon the general Mortgage in One 
'* Thoufand feven Hundred and Ten, except 
^* one Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds 
*' lent by the Smfi Cantons 5 but Tallies wera 
*^ ftruck for the whole Sum. Thefc all rc- 
«' mained in the late Treafurer's Hands at the 
^* Time of his Removal, yet the Money was 
** expended, which occaConed thofe great Dc- 
^* rnands upon the Conimiffioncrs of the Trca- 
*• fury who fucceeded him^ and were fiDrced 
*' to pawn thofe Tallies to the Bank, or ta 
" Remitters, rather than fell them at Twenty 
'* or Twenty-five per Cent. Difcount, as the 
" Price then was. About two Hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds of them they paid to Clothiers 
of the Army, and others \ and all the reft, 
<* being above Ninety Thoufand Pounds, have 
** been fubfcribed into the South-fea Company 
I' for the Ufe of the Publkk." 

When the Earl of Godolphin was removed 
from his Employment, he left a Debt upon the 
Navy of feveral Millipns^ all contradted un- 
der 
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der his Adminlftration, which had no Parlia- 
ment-Security, and was daily increafedf Nei- 
ther could I ever learn, whether that Lord had 
the imalleft Profpedt of clearing this Incum- 
brance, or whether there were Policy, Negli- 
gence, or Defpair at the Bottom of this unac- 
countable Management. But the Confcquen- 
ces were vifible and ruinous -, for by this Means 
Navy-Bills grew to be Forty ^er Cent. Difcount, 
and upwards y and almoft every Kind of Stores^ 
bought by the Navy and Viftualling-Offices, 
cofl the Gover^nment double Rates^ and fome- 
times more : So that the Publick hath diredtly 
loft fcveral Millions vpon this one Article, with- 
out any Sort of Neceffity, that I could ever hear 
. affigned by the ableft Vindicators of that Party. 

In this oppreiTed and entangled State was the 
Kingdom with Relation to its Debts, when the 
Queen removed the Earl of Godolpbin froni his 
Office, and put it into Commiffion, ' of which 
the prefent Treafurer was one. This Perfon 
had been chofen Speaker fucceffively to three 
Parliaments, was afterwards Secretary of State, 
' and always in great Efteem with the Queen for 
his Wifdom and FideUty. The late Miniftry, 
about two Years before their Fall, had prevailed 
with herMajefty, much-againft her Inclination, 
to difmifs him from Her Service ; for which 

they 
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they cajjnot be jufUy blamed, fince he had en- 
deavoured the fame Thing againft them, and 
very narrowly failed ; which makes it the more 
extraordinary that he ftiould fucceed in a fecond 
Attempt againft thofe very Adverfaries, who had 
iuch fair Warning by the firft. He is firm and 
fteady in his Refolutions, not eafily diverted 
from them, after he hath once poffeffed himfelf 
of an Opinion that they are right, nor very 
' communicative where he can ad: by himfelf, be- 
ing taught by Experience, that a Secret is fel- 
dom fafe in more dian one Breaft, That which 
occurs to other Men after mature Deliberi^tion, 
'cffereth to him as his firft Thoughts 5 fo that he, 
decideth immediately what is beft to be done, 
and therefore is feldom at a Lofs upon fudden 
Exigencies. He thinks it a more eafy and fafe 
Rule in Politicks to watch Incidents as they 
come, and then turn them to the Advantage of 
what he purfues, than pretend toforefee them 
at a great Diftance. Fear, Cruelty, Avarice, 
and Pride, are wholely Strangers to his Nature; 
but he is not without Ambition. There is one 
Thing peculiar in hi$ Temper, which I altoge- 
ther difapprove, and do not remember to have 
heard or met with in any other Man's Charadler : 
I mean, an Eafinefs and Indifference under any 
Imputation, although he be never fo innocent, 
and although the ftrongeft Probabilities and Ap- 
pearance 
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pearances are againft him; fo that I have known 
him often fufpeded by his neareft Friends, for 
fome Months, in Points of the higheft Import- 
ance, to a Degree, that they were ready to break 
with him, and only undeceived by Time and 
Accident. His Detrafl:ors, who charge him 
with Cunning, are but ill acquainted with hiff' 
Character; for, in the Senfe they take the Word> 
and as it is ufually underftood, I know no Man 
to whom that mean Talent could be with lefs 
Juftice applied, as the Conduit of Affairs, while 
he hath been at the Helm, doth clearly demon- 
ibate, very contrary to the Nature and Princi-r 
pies of Cunning, which is always employed in 
ferving little Turns, propofing little Ends, and 
fupplying daily Exigencies by little Shifts and 
Expedients. But to refcue a Prince out of the 
Hands pf infolent Subjects, bent upon fuch De- 
figns as muft protiably end in the Ruin of the 
Government^ to find out Means for paying 
fuch exorbitant Debt3 as this Nation hath hptt\ 
involved in, and reduce it to a better Manage- 
ment ', to make a pptent Enemy offer advanta- 
geous Terms of Peace, and deliver up the mofl 
important Fortrefs of his Kingdom, as. a Securi- 
ty ; and this againft all the Opppfition, qiutual- 
ly raifed and inflamed by Parties and Allies 3 
fuch Performances can only be called Cunning 
by thofe whofe Want of Underftanding, or of 
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pandour, puts them upon finding ill Names for 
great Qualities of the Mind, which themf(?lve« 
do neither poffefs, nor can forni any juft Con- 
ception of. However, it muft be allowed, that 
an obftinate Love of Secrecy in this Minifter 
feemeth, at Diftance, to have fom'e Refemblance 
of Cunning ; for he is not only very retentive 
of Secrets, but appeareth to be fo too, which \ 
number amongft his Defefts. He hath been 
blamed by his Friends for refufing to difcover 
his Intentions, even in thofe Points ysrhere the 
wifeft Man may have need of Advice and Aflift- 
ance ; and fome have cenfured him, upon that 
Account, ^s if he were jealous of Power : But 
he hath been heard to anfwer, "That he fel- 
«^ dom did otherwife, without Caufe to re- 
^^ pent." 

However, fo undiftinguiflied a Caution 
cannot, in my Opinion, be juftified, by which 
the Owner lofeth many Advantages, and where- 
of all Men, who deferved. to be confided in, 
may with fpme Reafon complain. His Love 
of Procraftination (wherein doubtlefs Nature 
hath her Share) may probably be irxreafcd by 
the fame Means ; J3ut this is an Imputation laid 
upon many other great Minifters, who, like 
Men under too heavy a Load, let fall that which 
is of the leaft Confequence, and go back to fetch 
'"'."'""' ~'^ " "it 
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it when their Shoulders are free ; for Time is 
often gained, as well as loft, . by Delay, which 
at worft is a Fault on the fecurer Side. Neither 
probably is this Minifter anfwcrable for Half the 
Clamour raifed againft him upon that Article z 
His Endeavours are wholely turned upon the 
general Welfare of his Country, but perhaps 
with too little Regard to that of particular Per- 
fons, which rendereth him lefs amiable, than he 
would otherwife have been from the Goodne& 
of his Humour, and agreeable Converfation in 
a private Capacity, and with few Dependers# 
Yet fome Allowance may perhaps be given to 
this Failing, which is one of the greateft he 
hath, fince he cannot be more carelefs of other 
Men's Fortunes than be is of his own. He is 
Matter of a very great and faithful Memory, 
which is of mighty ufe in the Management of 
publick Affiiifsj and I believe there arc few Ex- 
amples to be produced^ in any Age, of a Perfon 
who hath paffed through fo many Employ- 
ments in the State, endowed with a greater Share 
both of divine and human Learning. 

K 

/ 

. I AM perfuaded that Foreigners, as well as 
thofe at Home, who live too remote from the 
Scene of Bufinefs to be rightly informed, will 
npt be difpleafed with this Account of a Perfon, 
who, in the- Space of twp Years, hath been fo 

highly 
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highly inftrumcntal in changing the Face of 
Afiairs in Europe^ and hath dcferved fo well of 
his own Prince and Country. 

In that perplexed Condition of the Publick 
Debts, which I have already defcribed, this 
Minifter was brought into the Treafury and 
Exchequer, and had the chief Direftion of Af* 
feirs. His firft Regulation was that of Exche- 
quer Bills, which to the great Difcouragement of 
publick Credit, and Scandal to the Crown, were 
ihxtorper Cent, lefs in Value than the Sums ^e* 
cified in them. The prefent Treafurer, being 
then ChaxKellbr of the Exchequer, procur^ 
an A<ft of Parlianaent, by whiSh the Bank of 
England fhould be obliged, in Confideration of 
Forty-five Thoufand Pounds, to accept and 
circulate thofe Bills without any Difcount. He 
then proceeded to flop the Depredations of 
thofe who dealt in Remittances of Money to 
the Army, who, by unheard-of Exactions in 
that Kind of Traffick, had amaffed prodigious 
Wealth at the publick Coil:, to which the Earl 
oi GoJoIpBinh^d given tpo much Way, * pof^ 
Jibly by NegleSi-y for I think he cannot be accufed 
af Corruption. 



But 
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But the new Treafurer*s chief Concern \|as 
to reftore the Credit of the Nation, by finding 
fomc Settlement for unprovided Debts, amount- 
ing in the Whole to tea Millions, which hung 
on the Publick as a Load equally heavy and 
difgraceful, without any Profpeft of being re- 
moved, and which former Minifters never had 
the Care or Cov»;age to infped. He refolved 
to go at once to the Bottom of this Evil ; and ' 
having computed and fummed up the Debt of 
the Navy, and Vidtualling, Ordinance, and 
Tranfport of the Army, and Tranfport Dc— 
Ventures made out for the Service of the laft 
War, of the general Mortgage-Tallies for the. 
Year One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Ten, 
^nd fome other Deficiencies, he then found out^ 
a Fund of Intereft fufficient to anfwer all this, 
which, being applied to other Ufes, could not. 
jaife prefent Money for the War, but in a very 
few Years would clear the Debt it was engaged 
for* The intermediate accruing Intereft was 
to be paid by the Treafurer of the Navy j and, 
as a farther Advantage to the Creditors, they 
fliould be ere6i:ed into a Company for trading 
to the South-Seas, and for Encouxagement of 
Fifhery. When all this was fully prepared and 
digefted, he made a Motion in the Houfe of 
Commons (who deferred extremely to his 

Judgment 
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Judgment and Abilities) for paying the Debts 
of the Navy, and other unprovided Deficien- 
cies, without entering into Particulars, which 
was immediately voted* But a fudden Stop was 
put to this Affair by an unforefeen Accident. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (which was 
then his Title) being ftabbed with a Penknife, 
the following Day, at the Cockpit, in the Midft 
of a dozen Lords of the Council, by the Sieur 
ile Guifcardy a French Papift ; the Circumftances 
of which Fad: being not within the Compafs 
of this Hiftory, I jfhall only obferve, that after 
two Months Confinement, and frequent Dan- 
ger of his Life, he returned to his Seat in 
Parliament ^. 

. The Overtures made by this Minifter of 
paying fo vaft a Debt, under the Prpffures 
of a long War, and the Difficulty of finding 
Supplies for continuing it, was, during the Time 
of his lUnefs, ridiculed by his Enemies as an 
impradticable and vifionaryProjeft: And when, 
upon his Return to the Houfe, he had explain- 
ed his Propofal, the very Proprietors of the 
Debt were, many of thein, prevailed on to op- 
pofe it s although the obtaining of this Trade, 
either through Old Spain, .or direftly to the 
Spanijh Weft-Indies, had been one principal 

End 

* S^t the particular Account in the Examiner. 
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End we aimed at by this War. However, the 
Bill pafled ; and, as an immediate Confequence^ ^ 
the Naval Bills rofc to about Twenty per Cent. 
nor ever fell within Ten of their ^Difcount. 
Another good Eflfeft of this Work appeared 
by. the Parliamentary Lotteries, which have 
been fince erecJled. The laft of that Kind^ 
under the former Miniftry, was eleven Weeks 
in filling ; whereas the firft, under the prefent, 
was filled in a very few Hours, although it coft 
the Government lefs 5 and the others, which 
followed, were full before the A<3:s concern- 
ing them could pafs. 



And, to prevent Incumbrances of this Kind 
from growing for the future, he took Care, by 
the utmofl Parfimony, or by fufpending Pay- 
ments, where they feemed lefs to prefs, that 
all Stores for the Navy fliould be bought with 
raady Money ; by which Cmt. per Cent, hath 
been faved in that mighty Article of bur Ex- 
pence, as will appear from an Account taken 
at the Viftualling Office, on the Ninth oiAugujl^ 
One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Twelve. 
And the Payment of the Intereft was lefs a Bur- 
then upon the Navy, by the Stores being bought 
at fp cheap a Rate. 



It 



It might look invidious to enter into far- 
ther Particulars upon this Head, but of fnnaller 
Moment. What I have above related may 
fcrvetdfliew in how ill a Condition the Kingdom 
ilood, with relation to its Debts, by the Cor- 
ruption as well as Negligence of former Manage- 
ment^ and what prudent, efFedlual Meafures 
have fince been taken to provide for old In- 
cumbrances, and hinder the running into new. 
This may be fufEcient for the Information of 
the Reader, perhaps already tired with a Sub- 
je<ft fo little entertaining as that of Accounts : 
I fhall therefore now return to relate fome of 
the principal Matters that pafled in Parliaments^ 
during this Seffion. 

Upon the Eighteenth of January die Houfe 
df Lords fent down a Bill to the Commons, for 
fixing the Precedence of the Hanover Family,, 
which probably hdd been forgot in the Ad:fj 
for fettling the Succeffion of the Crown. Jhat 
of Henry VIII. which gives the Rank to 
Princes of the Blood, carries it no farther than 
to Nephews, Nieces, aAd Grand-children of 
the Crown ; by Virtue of which the Princeis 
S(^h$a is a Princefs of the Blood, as Niece tQ 
King Charles I. of England, and precedeth ac^ 
i;ordingly j but this Privilege doth not defqend 
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to her Son the Eleftor, or the Eledoral Princdi 
To fiippiy which Defed:i and pay i Conipli- 
Hicnt to the prefumpfive Heir^ of the Crown ^ 
this Bill, as appeareth by the Preamble, was 
recommended by her Majefty to the Houfe of 
Lords ; which the Commons, to fliew their* 
Zeal for every Thing that might be thought 
to concern the Intereft or Honour of that il- 
hiftrious Family, ordered to be read thrice, 
and paffed Nemine Contradicente^ and returned 
to the Lords, without any Amendment, on 
the very Day it was fent down. 

But the Houfe feemed to have nothiAg more 
at Heart than a ftridt Inquiry into the State of 
the Nation, with refpeft to foreign Alliances* 
Some Difcourfes had been publifhed in Print 
about the Beginning of the Seffion, boldly 
complaining of certain Articles in the Barrier-* 
Treaty, concluded about three Years fince by 
the Lord Vifcount Townfendy between Great- 
Britain and the States-General 5 and (hewing, 
in many particulars, the unequal Condudt of 
thefe Powers in our Alliance, in furnifliing 
their Quotas and Supplies. It was aflerted by 
the fame Writers, " That thefe Hardfliips, 
" put upon England y had been countenanced 
" and encouraged by a Party here at Home, 
*^ in order to preferve their Power, Which 
" could be no otherwife maintained than by 

« 

" con- 
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" Continuing the War, as well as by her Ma- 
•* jefty^d General abroad, iipcm Account of 
*' his own peculiar Intcreft and Grandeur/' 
Thefe loud Accufations fpreading thcmfelves 
throughout the Kingdom, delivered in Fads di- 
rcdly charged, and thought, whether true or 
not, to be but wcaicly confuted, had fuffi- 
cicntly prepared the Minds of Che People ; and, 
by putting Arguments into every Body's Mouth, 
had filled the ToWn and Country with Gontro^ 
verfics, both in Writing and Difcourfe. The 
Point appeared to be of great Confequcnce^, 
whether th€ War continued or not : For, in the 
former Cafe, it was necefTary that the Allies 
! ihould be brought to a nK>re equal Regu^tion ; 

and that tht States in particular, for whom 
Her Majefty had done fuch greatThifigs, fhould 
f explain and dorred thofe Articles in the Barrier 

I Treaty^ which were prejudicial to Great^JBri- 

* tain 5 and, in either Cafe, it was fit the 

People fhould have at leaft the Satisfadtion o'f 
knowing by whofe Counfels, and for what 
Defigns, they had been fo hardly treated. 

In order to this great Inquiry^ the Barrier- 
Treaty, with all other Treaties and Agree- 
I ments entered into between Her Majefty and 

I Her Allies,, during the prefent War^ for the 

raifing and augmenting the Proportions for the 
I Service thereof^ were, by the Queen's Direc- 

tions, laid before the Houfe. 
Vok. IX* L Several 
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to her Son the Eleftor, or the Eleaoral P»nc6 
To fupply which Defed, and pay d Conm/Jli- 
mcnt to the prefumptive Heirs of the Cro "wn* 
diis Bill, as appeareth by the Preamble, ivaJ 
recommended by her Majefty to the Houfe of 
Lords i which the Commons, to fliew their' 
Zeal for every Thing that might be thought^ 
to concern the Intcreft or Honour of that il- 
hiftrious Family, ordered to be read thrice, 
ind paffed fiemine Contradicente^ and returned 
to the Lords, without any Amendment, on 
the very Day it was fent down. 

But the Houfe feemed to have nothing" more 
at Heart than a ftrift Inquiry into the State of 
the Nation, with refpeA to foreign Alliances. 
Some Difcourfcs had been publiihed in Print 
about the Beginning of the Seflion, boldly 
complaining of certain Articles in the Barrier- 
Treaty, concluded about three Years lince by 
Ac Lord Vifcount Townfmd, between Great- 
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Several Refolutions were dravirn up, and 
reported at difFeret Times, upon the Deficienp- 
cies of the Allies in furnifliing their Quotas, 
upon certain Articles in the Barrier-Treaty, 
and -upon the State of the War ; by all which 
it appeared, that whatever had been charged 
by publick Difcourfes in Print againft the late 
Miniftry, and the Conduft of the Allies, was 
much lefs than the Truth. Upon thefe Refo- 
lutions (by one of which the Lord Vifcount 
Townfendy who negotiated and figned the Bar- 
rier-Treaty, was declared an Knemy to the 
Queen and. Kingdom), and, upon fome farther 
Dirc(3:ions to the Committee, a Reprefentation 
was. formed j and foon after the Commons in 
a Body prefented it to the Queen, the Endea- 
^voura of the adverfe Party not previailing to 
have it recommitted. 

" I* • ■ 

, This Reprefentation (fuppofed to be the 
Work of Sir * Thomas Ha7tmer\ Peri) is written 
v^ith much Energy and Spirit, and will be 
a very ufeful authcntick Record, for the 
Afliftance of thoie who at any Time fhall un- 
dertake. 

♦ Cfeofen Speaker of the Houfc of Goramons, Feb. 
18, O. S. 17 13. He was a fine Orator, a great Scholar; 
correfted the Text of Sha^efpeare^s Works-, writ Notes 
in the Plays, printed a mo(^ elega;it Edition in (^arto, 
with Cutts, by Subfcription, at Oxford^ and not one Set 
more printed than was fubfcribed for,, which makes this 
Edition bear a very high Price. . 
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dertake to write the Hiftory of the prefent 

Times- 

1 DID intend, for brevity Sake, to h^ve gi- 
ven the Reader only an Abftraft of it ; but, 
upon Trial, found myfelf unequal td fuch a 
Tafk, v^ithout injuring (o excellent a Piece. 
And although I think hiftorical Relations are 
but ill patched up v^ith long Tranfcripts already 
printed, which, upon that Account^ 1 have 
hitherto avoided \ yet, this being the Sum of 
all the Debates and Refolutions of the Houfe 

of Commons in that great Affair of the Wa^^^ 
1 conceive it could not be well omitted- 

■ 

" Moft gracious Sovereign, 

' ^* Wfe Your Majefty's rhoft dutiful and loyal 
** Subjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in 
^ Parlianient affenibled, having nothing fo 
" much at Heart, as to enable Your Majefty to 
^* bring this long and expenfive War to an ho- 
*^ nourable and happy Conclufioti, have taken it 
** into our ttioft ferious Coftfideration, how the 
neceffary Supplies to be provided by us may 
' be befl applied, and how the comrlioixCaufe 
may in the moft effeftual Manner be carried 
on, by the united Force of the whole Con- 
federacy^ we have thought ourfelves obliged, 
in Duty to your Majefty, and in Difphafge 
" of the Truft repofed in us, to inquire ihtp 
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^' the true State of the War, in all its Parts# 
<' We have examined what Stipulations have 
*^ been entered into between Ypur Maje- 
•^ fly and Your Allies ; and how. far fuch 
*' Engagements have on each Side been 
** made good. We have confidered thfe dif- 
*^ ferent Interefls which the Conftderates have 
in the Succefs of this War, and the differ- 
ent Shares they have contributed to its Sup- 
•^ port: We have with our utmoft Care and 
" Diligence endeavoured to difcover the Na- 
*^ ture. Extent, and Charge of it, to the 
•* End, that by comparing the Weight there- 
** of with our own Strength ^ we might adapt 
" the one to the other in fuch Meafure, as nei- 
*/ thcr to continue Your MajeJfty's Subjeifla 
\^ under a heavier Bprthen, than in Rea- 
fon and Juftice they ought to bear ; nor de- 
ceive Your Majefty, Your Allies, and our- 
felves, by undertaking more than the Na- 
tion in its prefent Circunaftances is able to 
'^ perform. 

* ^ Yo u R Majefty hath been gracioufly pleafed, 
^ upon our humble Applications, to order fuck 
<^ Materials to be laid before us, as have fur- 
•^ niftied ua v^ith the neceflary Infbrmation 
*• upon the Particulars we have inquired into ; 
^ and when we fhall have laid before Your 
*• J^ajefty our Obferyations,^ and humble Ad- 
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^^ vice upon this Subjeft, we promife to ourfel ves 
«' this happy Fruit from it, that if , Your Ma- 
^' jefty's geaerous and good Purpofes, for the 
procuring a fafe and lafting Peace, ihould^ 
through the Obftinacy of the Enemy, or 
^* by any other Mfeans, be unhappily defeated, 
a true Knowledge and Underftanding of the 
paft Condudl of the War will be the beft 
•* Foundation for a more frugal and equal 
^* Management of it for the Time to come. 

*^ In order to take the nwre perfcft View 
** of what we propofed, and that we might 
«^ be able to fet the whole before Your Maje^ 
fty in a true Light, we have thought it ne- 
ceflary to go back to the Beginning of the 
** War, and beg Leave to obferve the Motives 
♦* and Reafons, upon which His late Majefty 
King William firft engaged in it The 
Treaty of the Grand Alliance explains 
** thofe Reafpjfis to be^ for the Supporting the 
" Pretenfions of his Imperial Majefty, then 
*• diStu^lly engaged in a War with the Fnrxh 
King, who had ufurped the intire Spani/b 
Monarchy for his Grandfon the Duke of 
Jnjou s and for the affifting the States-Ge- 
<V neral, who, by the Lofs of their Barrier 
«^ againft France^ were then in the fame, or a 
** more dangerous Condition, than if they 

•< were 
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^^ were adlually invaded, ^ As thefe were the 
juft * and neceiflfary Motives for undertaking 
*^ this War, fo the Ends, propofed to be ob- 
*' tained by it, were equally wife and honour- 
" able ; for, as they are fet forth in the eighth 
*^ Article of the fame Treaty, they appear tp 
" have been the procuring an equitable and rea-^ 
foncihk SatisfaSiion to bis Imperial Majejly^ 
and fujicient Securities for the Dominions 9 
Provinces^ Navigation y and Commerce of the 
*^ King of Great-Britain, and the States jQe^ 
^^'neral^ and the making effeSual Pravifon,y 
*^ that the two Kingdoms of France and §paia 
jho\ild never he united under the fame Govern^ 
ment *y and particularly, that the French 
^y flioqld never get into the PofTeffion of the 
Spanijh Weft-Indies, or be permitted to fail 
thither, upon the Account of Traffick, orr 
nder any Pretence vfrhatfoever j and laftly, 
** the fecuring to. the Subjects of the King of 
*^ Great-Britain^ and the States-General, all the 
^' fame Privileges, and Rights of Commerce, 
**' throughout the whole Dominions of Spain^ 
*' as they enjoyed before the Death ofCnARLE^ 
%^ the lid. King of Spain^ by Virtue of any 
^^ Treaty, Agreement, or Cuftom, or any 
^* other Way whatfoever. For the obtaining 
*' thefe Ends, the three confederated Powers* 
engaged to affift one another with their whole 

" Force, 
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^^ Force, according to fuch Proportions as 
*' fliould be fpecified in a particular Cohveriti- 
** on, afterwards to be made for that Purpofe : 
*' We do not find that any fuch Convention 
** was ever ratified ; but it appears, that there 
^^ was an Agreement Concluded, which, by 
*V common Confent, was underftood to be 
^^ binding upon each Party refpedivcly, and 
according to which the Proportions of Great- 
Britain were from the Beginning regulated 
" and founded. The Terms of that Agree- 
*' ment were. That, for the Service at Land, 
** his Ipiperial Majefty fhould furnifli ninety 
" thoufand Men, the King of Great-Britain 
** forty thoufand, and the States General one 
«^ hundred and two thoufand, of which there 
<* were forty thoufand intended to fupply their 
Garrifons, and fixty thoufand to ad: againft 
the common Enemy in the Field ; and with 
regard to the Operations of the War at Sea, 
they were agreed to be performed jointly by 
** Great^Britain and the States-General, the 
Quota of Ships to be furnifhed for that Ser- 
vice being five eighths on the Part of Great- 
Britain^ and three eighths on the Part of the 
<^ States GeheraL 

*^ Upon this Foot the War began in the 
*^ Year One thoufand fey^n hundred and two, 

^' at 
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^^ at wiiich Time the whole yearly Expcnce 
^^ of it to England amounted tp thr^e Millions, 
^i feven hundred, and ii?: thoifCand foiif 
" hundred ninety-four Pounds j a very great 
^^ Charge, as it was then thpught by Your 
*' Majefty^s Subjefts, after the ihort Interval 
*^ of Eafp they had enjoyed from the Burden 
** of the former War, but yet a very mode^ 
" rate Proportion, in Comparifon with the 
^^ Load which hath fii^ce been laid upon them: 
*^ For it appears, by Eftimates givpjfi in to your 
^' CoinmQns^ th^t tiie Sums neceffary to carry 
" on the Service for this "prcfent Year, in the 
«* fanae Manner as it was perforined the iaft 
f' Year^ amount to more than fix MiUioni 
«^ nine- hundred and fixty thoufand Pounds, 
^^ befidcs Intereft for the publick Etebts, and 
«^ the Deficiencies accruing the kft Year^ 
^^ whiph two Articles require one Million one 
^' hundred and forty-three dioufand Pounds 
^^ 'more : So that the whole Demands upon 
" Your Commons are arifcn to more- than 
** eight millions for the prefcnt Annual Sup- 
** ply; We know Ypur Maje%-s tender Rer 
^^ g^r4 for the Wplfwe of Your People wilt 
^* make it uneafy to you to hear of fo great a 
•* Preffure as this upon them j and as we are 
^* ^vjred, it will fully convince Your Majefty 
^^ pf the N?ceffity of pur prefent Inquiry s f^ 
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'* we beg Leave to rcjJrefent to You, from 
^f what Caufes, and by what Steps, this \m^ 
^^ menfe Charge ^pjpqarg^h to have grown up 
*^ oa us^ 

« TriE Service at Sea, as it hath been very 
^* Urge ^nd extenfiye in itfelf, fo it hath beea 
<< carried on, through the whole Courfe oi^ 
^^ the War, in a Manner highly difiidvantage- 
^* ous to Your Maje% and Your Kingdom : 
« Fpr the Neceffity of Affairs rgquiripg that 
^^ great Fleets fhould be fitted out every Year, 
^* as well for the maintaining a Superiority in 
" thp Mediterranean^ as for oppofing ?iny Force 
^* which the Enemy might prepare, either at 
^^ Dunkirk or* in die Ports of Weji France^ 
«* Your Majefty's Example and Rpadinefs in 
^« fitting out your Proportion of Ships, for all 
»« Parts of that Service, have been fo far from 
^* prevailing with the States-General to keep 
^* Pace wjth You^ that they have been deficient 
^< every Year to a great Degree, in Proportion 
^* to what Your Majefly hath furnifhedi fome-? 
<« times no lefs than Two-thirds, and generally 
** more than half of their Quota : From hence 
<* Your Majefly hath been obliged, for the pre* 
** venting Difappointments in the moft preffing 
<* Service, to fupply thofe Deficiencies by ad^ 
^* 4iUPiial {l?infor(:epi?nts of your own Ships ; 
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nor hath the iingle Increafe of fuch a Charge 
been the only ill Confequcnce that attended 
it ; for by this Means the Debt of the Navy 
^* hath been inhanced, fo that the Difcounts 
** arifing. upon the Credit of it have affefted 
** all other Parts of the Service, from the fame 
*' Caufe. Your Majefty's Ships of War have 
*^ been forced in greater Numbers to continue 
*^ in remote Seas, and at unfeafonable Times 
*^ of the Yejir, to the great Damage and De- 
" cay of the Britijh Navy. This alfo hath 
been the Occafion that Your M ajefly hath 
been ftreightcned in Your Convoys for Trade; 
*^ Youi; Coafts have been expofed, for want of 
*' a fufficient Number of Cruifers, to guard 
*' them; and You have been difabled from an^ 
*' noyirig the Enemy, in their moft beneficial* 
<^ Commerce with the Weft IndieSy from? 
*' whence they received thofe vaft Supplies, of 
" Treafure, without which they could not have 
'^ fupported the Expences of this War* 

^^ That Part of the War which hath beenf 
<^ carried on in Flanders was at firft imme- 
** diately ricceflary to the Security of the States? 
^ General, and hath fince brought them great 
^^ Acquifitions, both of Revenue and Domi-- 
", nion ; yet even there the original Propor- 
** tions have been departed from>. and, during 

*^ the 
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^^ the Courfe of the War, have been finking 
*^ by Degrees on the Part of Holland-, fo that 
" in this laft Year we find the Number in 
." which they fell fhort of their Three-fifths, 
" to Your Majefly's Two-fifths, have been 
^' Twenty Thoufand Eight hundred and 
«* Thirty-feven Men : We arc not unmindful, 
" that, in the Year One Thoufand Seven Hun- 
" dred and Thrpe, a Treaty was made be- 
^* tween the two Nations, for a joint Augment- 
ation of Twenty Thoufand Men, wherein 
the Proportions were varied, and England 
confented to take half upon itfelf. But it 
having been annexed as an exprefs Condition 
to the Grant of the faid Augmentation in 
" Parliament, that the States General fhould 
*' prohibit all Trade and Commerce with 
France, and that Condition having not been 
performed by them, the Commons think it 
** reafonable, that the fir ft Rule of Three to 
Two ought to have taken Place again, as 
well in that as in other fubfequent Augment- 
ations, more efpecially when they confider, 
" that the Revenues of thofe rich Provinces, 
** which have been conquered, would, if they 
*' were duly applied, maintain a great Number 
of new additional Forces againft the com- 
mon Enemy 5 notwithft2\nding which, the 
^ States General have raifed none upon that 

" Account, 
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" Account, but make ufc of thofe frefli Sup- 
" plies of Money, only to cafe themfelVes iij 
*« the Charge of their firft eftabliflied Quota. 
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As, in theProgrefs of the War in Flanders^ 
a Difproportion was fopn created to the Pre- 
** judice of England*^ fb the very Beginning 
*^ of the War in Portugal brought an unequal 
«V Share of Burden upon us 5 for although the 
•* Emperor and the States General were equally 
♦« Parties with Your Majefty in the Treaty 
«* with the King of Portugaly yet the Empe- 
" ror neither furnifhing his third Part of the 
** Troops and Subfidies ftipulated for, nor the 
** Dutch confenting to take an equal Share of 
** his Imperial Majefty !s Defed; upon them- 
*^ felves. Your Majefty hath been obliged to 
** furnifh Two-thirds of the cntii^e Expcnce; 
** created by that Service. Nor has the In- 
^ equality flopped there ; for ever fince the 
«' Year OneTboufand S.even Hundred and Six, 
" when the EngUJh and Dutch Forces march- 
^^ ed out of Portugal into Cajiilley the States 
*« General have entirely abandoned the. War in 
<^ Portugal^ and left Your Majefty to profecute 
^* it fingly at Your own Charge, which you 
*^ have accordingly done, by replacing a greats 
^^ er Number of Troops there, than even at 
*^ firft you tobk upon you to provide. At the ' 
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^^ fame Time Your Majefty's generous En- 
•* deavours for the Support and Defence of the 
King of Portugal^ have been but ill fecond- 
ed by that Prince himfelf 5 for notwithftand- 
♦^ ing that by his Treaty he had obliged him- 
^ felf to furnifh Twelve Thoufand Foot, and 
" Three Thoufand Horfe, upon his own Ac- 
** count, befides Eleven Thoufand Foot, and 
" Two Thoufand Horfe morfe, in Confider- 
ation of a Subfidy paid himj yet, accord- 
ing to the beft Information Your Commons 
can procure, it appears, that he hath fcarce 
*' at any Time furniflied Thirteen Thoufand 
*' Men in the Whole. 

" In Spain the War hath been yet niore un- 
** equal, arid burdenfome to Your Majefty, 
** than in any othfcr Branch of it ; for, being 
" commenced without any Treaty whatfoever, 
the Allies have almoft wholely declined 
taking any Part of it upon themfelves. A 
finall Body of EngHJh and Dutch Troops 
were fent thit'heJ' in the Year One Thoufand 
*' Seven Hundred and Five, not as being 
"^^ thought fufficient to fupport a regular War^ 
** or to make the Conqueft of fo large a Coun--- 
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try ; but with a View only of affifting the 
Spaniards to f6t King Charles upon the' 
Throne ; occalioned by the great Afliiranccs 

" which 
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which were given of their Inclinations to 
the Houfe of ^ftria : But this Expedtation 
failing, England was infenfibly drawn into 
•* an eftablifhcd War^ under all the Difadv^n- 
** tages of the Diftance of the Place, and the 
^' feeble Efforts of the other Allies. The 
" Account we have to lay before Your Maje- 
fty, upon this Head, is, that although the 
Undertaking was entered upon at the parti- 
cular and ejirneft Requeft of the Imperial 
*^ Court) and for a Caufe of no lefs Import- 
** ance and Concern to them, than the re- 
ducing the Spanijh Monarchy to the Houfe 
of Aujlria 3 yet neither the late Emperors, 
nor his prefent Imperial Majelly, have ever 
" had anv Forces there on their Account, till 
•' the laft Year; and then only one Regiment 
** of Foot, confifting of Two Thoufand Men. 
Though the States General have contributed 
fomething more to this Service, yet their 
*^ Share alfo hath been inconfiderable ; for in 
*^ the Space of four Years, from One Thoufand 
^^ Seven Hundred and Five, to One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Eight, both incluiive^ 
all the Forces they have fent into that Coun- 
try have not exceeded Twelve Thoufand 
*^ Two Hundred Men -, and from the Year 
'^ One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eight 
" to thi.s Time, they have not fextf any Forces 

** or 
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** or Recruits whatfoever. To Your Maje- 
fty's Care and Charge, the Recovery of that 
Kingdom hath been in a Manner wholely 
** left, as if none elfe were interefted or cori- 
** cerned in it. And the Forces which Your 
Majefty hath fent into Spain^ in the Space of 
feven Years, from One Thoufand Seven 
** Hundred and Five, to One Thoufand Seven 
*^ Hundred and Eleven, both iriclulive. have 
amounted to no lefsl than Fifty-feven Thou- 
fand nine Hundred Seventy-three Men^ be- 
fides thirteen Battalions and eighteen Squa^ 
drons, for which Your Majefty hath paid a 
Sublidy to the Emperor^ • 
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How great the eftabiUihed Expence of a 
Number of Men hath been. Your Majefty 
very well knoweth, and Your Commons very 
fenfibly feel ; but the Weight will be found 
much greater, when . it is confidered how 
many heavy Articles of unufual and extraor- 
dinary Charge have attended this remote 
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^^ and difficult Service, all which have been 
** entirely defrayed by Your Majefty, except 
^^ that one of tranfporting the few Forces 
*^ which were fent by the States General, and 
the vid:ualling of them during their Tranf- 
portation only. The Accounts delivered to 
Your Commons ftiew, that the Charge of 

!! Your 
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** Your M^efty's Ships and Veflels, employed 
" in the Service of the War In Spain and Por^ 
** /8r|f/f/, reckoned after the Rate of four Pounds 
** a Man per Month, from the Time they fail- 
** ed from hence, till they risturned, were loft:, 
•* or put upon other Services, hath amounted 
*• to Six Millbns Five Hundred Forty Thou- 
** fand Nine Hundred and Sixty-fix Pounds 
Fourteen Shillings : The Charge of Tran- 
fports on the Part of Great^Britain^ fot car- 
rjdng on the War in Spain zndi Portugal^ 
from the Beginning of it until this Time, 
•* hath amounted to One Million Three Hun- 
*' dred Thirty-fix Thoufand Seven Hundred 
** and Nineteen Pounds, Nineteen Shillings 
" and Eleven Pence ; that of vidualling Land 
•^ Forces for the fame Service, to Five Hun- 
^* dred Eighty-three Thoufand Seven Hundred 
«* and Seventy Pounds, Eight Shillings and 
" Six Pence ; and that of Contingencies, and 
•^ other Extraordinaries for the fame Service, 
«* to One Million Eight Hundred Forty Thou- 
^^ fand Three Hundred and Fifty-three Pounds^ 
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" We fhould take Notice to Ymt Majefty 

of feveral Suras paid upon Account of Con-* 
tingencies, and Extraordinaries in FlanderSy , 
making together the Sum of One Million 
One Hundred Seven Thoufand and Ninety- 

••fix 
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*^ iix l^ottnds : But we are not able to mak« 
^* any Compari(pn of thenii with what th« 
Stat^^Goneral have expencied upon the Hum 
Head» having no fuch State of their extras 
ordinary Charge before fls^ There reojains 
therefore but one Particular more for youc! 
** Majefty's Olifervationi which arifcth from the 
** Subfidie« paid to foreign Princes. Thefc, sc 
the Beginning of .the War, were bortie iii 
equal Proportion by your Majefty and th« 
** States-Generaljbut,itttbbInftanccalfo^thd 
** Bialance hath been caft in Prejudice of your 
<^ Majefly ; For it appears, that your Mfljefty 
^' hadi ^nce advanced more than your equal 
** Proportbn^ three Millions one Hundred 
^* and jfifty-five Thoufand Crowni> befides 
^^ Extraordinarie$ paid in Itafy^ and not in<f 
•* eluded in ^ny of the foregoing Article«, 
** which wife to five Hundred thirty«nino 
^' Thoufand five Hundred and fifty-^tbrea 
** Pounds* 

**^ Wb have laid thefts feveral Particul^ 
before your Maje% in the ihorteft Mannee 
vve have been able j by an Eftimate grounded 
" on the preceding Fadj, it doth appear^ that 
** over and above the Quotas on the Part q£ 
*• Gfy4^/-JS^//^/^^aafwefing to thll>fe contributed 
•^ by your Allies, more than nineteen Millions 
^ . Vql.IX. M V 
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*• have been expended by your Majefty, dure- 
** ing the Courfe of this War, by Way of 
** Surplufage, or exceeding in Balante, of 
'* which none of the Confederates haVe fur- 
/* niihed any Thing whatfoever.^ 
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** It is with very great Concern, that we 
find . fo much Occafion given us, to reprc- 
<* fent how ill ^an Ufe hath been made of your 
** Majefty's and your &abjed:s Zeal for the 
" Common Caufe ; that the Intereft of that 
" Caufe hath not been proportionably pro- 
^* moted by it, but others only have been eafed 
" at your Majefty's and your Subjeifts Coft, and 
** have been connived at, in laying their Part 
" of the Burthen upon this Kingdom, although 
•^ they have upon all Accounts been equally, 
** and, in moft RefpeAs, much more nearly 
" concerned than Britain in the Iffue of the 
*' War. We are perfuaded your Majefty wilT 
" think it pardonable in us, with fome Refent- 
<« ment to complain of the little Regard, which 
*' fome of thofe, whom your Majefty of late 

•* Years intrufted, have fhewn to the Interefts 

. » . ,. 

«^ of their Country, in giving Way, at leaft:, 
" to fuch unreafohable Impofitions upon it, if 
♦* not in fome Meafure contriving them. The 
** Courfe of Which Impofitions hath been fo 
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^ firtgular and extraordinary, that the more 
*^ the Wealth of this Nation hath been ex- 
** haufted, tfnd the more your Majefty's 
^ Arms have been attended with Succefs, the 
*^ heavier hath been the Burthen laid upon usj 
whilft on the other Hand, the more vigorous 
your Msyefty's Efforts have been, and the 
greater the Advantages v^rhich have redounded 
<* thence to your Allies, the more dioffe Allies 
have abated in their Share of the Expence. 
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" At the firft Entrance into this War, the 

I 

" Commons were induced to exert themfelves 
in the extraordinary Manner they did, and 
to grant fuch large Supplies, as had been 
unknown to former Ages, in Hopes there- 
by to prevent the Mifchiefs of a lingering 
War, and to bring that, into which they 
were ncceffarily engaged, to a fpecdy Con- 
clufion ; but they have been very unhappy 
in jthe Event, whilft they have fp much 
Reafon to fufpeft, that what was intended 
to ihorten the War hath proved the very 
•* Caufe of its loog Continuance : For thofe, 
•* to whom the Profits of it have accrued, have 
hot been difpofed eafily to forego them. 
And your Majefty will fron\ thence difcern 
tbitrue Reafon^ why fo mmy have delighted in 
. . M 2 " a War 
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" a WoTy •vobich brought in fo rich an Harvejt 
" yearly from GrcSit-Britaih. 

V 

, " Wk arc fiir from dcfiring, as we know your 
*• Majefty will be frcwn concluding any Peace 
" but upon fafc and honourable Terms j and 
** we are far from intending to excufe ourfclves 
" from raifing all hccclEiry and poflible Sup- 
" pliesi for an efFcftual Profecution of the 
*• War, till fuch a Peace can be obtained : 
«* All that your ftiithful Commons aim at, all 
that they wlfli, is an equal Concurrence from 
the other Powers, engaged hi Alliance 
« With your Majefty 5 arid a juft Aj^licatlon of 
*« what hath been already gained from the 
^ Enemy, towards promoting the Ccttimion 
" Caufe. Several large Countries and. Tcrri- 
** tories haVe been reftored to the Houfe of 
Aujiriay fuch as the Kingdom of Naplesy 
the Dutchy of Milatiy and other Places in 
«* Italy, others have been conquered, and 
<< added, to their Dominions, as the two Elec- 
«« torates of Bavaria and Cologrty the Dutchy 
*• of Mantua, and the Bifhoprick of Ldege -, 
« thefe having been reduced in great Meafure" 
'♦ by oufBlood and Treafure, may, we humbly 
«« conceive, With great Reafon, be claimed 
•* to come in Aid towards carrying on the 
" War with Spain. And therefore we mak« 

« it 
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it our carncft Requcft to your Majcfty, that 
you will give Inftrudtions to your Minifters, 
to infill with the Emperor, that the Rcvc*- 
nu^s of thofe feveral Places, excepting only 
fuch a Portion thereof as is neccflary for 
their Defence, be adtually fo applied : And, 
** las to the other Parts of the W^r, ^o which 
your Majefty hath obliged yourfelf by par- 
ticular Treaties to contribute, we humbly 
•* befeech your Majefty, that you will be pleafcd 
to take efFe<3:ual Care, that your Allies do 
perform their Parts ftipulated by thofe Trea- 
«* ties j and that yopr Majefty will, for the 
*^ Future, no othcrwife furnilh Troops, or pay 
" Subfidies, than in Proportion to what your 
Allies (hall aftually furnifh and pay: When 
this Juftice is done to your ^I^jefty ; and to 1 
your People, there is nothing whiqh your 
<^ Commons will not chearfuUy grant, towards , 
*' fupporting your Majefty in the Caufe in 
" «which you are engaged. And whatever 
«^ farther fliall appear to be neceflary. for car- 
** rying on the War, either at Sea or Land, 
" we will effcdtually enable your Majefty to 
*« bear your reafonable Share of any fuch Ex- 
pence, and will fpare no Supplies which 
your Subjcfts are able, with, their utiyioft 
/* Efforts, to afford. 

. " AjETER 



CC 



CC 



CC 



€f 



CC 



cc 
cc 
cc 



cc 
cc 



i66 . rbe HISTORY of 

^* After having enquired into, and confi- 
«• dcred the State of the War, in which the 
^' Part your Majefty has borne appeareth to 
*^ have been, not only fuperior to that of any 
** one Ally, but even equal to that of the 
whole ^nfederacy; your Ccmimons natu- 
rally inclined to hope, that they (hould find 
Care had been |aken of fecuring fome par- 
^* ticular Advantages to Great-Brit ain^ in the 
Terms of a future Peace j fuch as might af- 
ford a Profpeft of making this Nation A- . 
** mends in Time, for that immenfe Treafurc 
^^ which has been expended, and thofe heavy 
^' Debts which have been contrafted, in the 
^^ Courfe of fo long and burthenfome a War, 
<< This reafonable Expedtation ^could no Way 
*' have been better anfwered, than by fome 
^* Provifion made for the further Security, and 
" the great Improvement of the Commerce 
^* of Great-Britain ; but we find ourfelves fo 
** very far difappointed in thefe Hbpcs, Hhat 
in a Treaty not long fince concluded be- 
tween your Majefty and the States-General, 
" under a Colour of a mutual Guarantee, given 
" for two Points of the greateft Importance to 
^' both Nations, the Succeflion and the Bar- 
rier ; it appears, the Inter eft of Great-Britain 
hath been not only neglefted, but facrifieed^ 
" and that feveral Articles in the faid Treaty 

. fc arf 
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•* are deftrudive to the Trade and Welfare ofr. 
this Kingdom, and therefore highly diftio- 
nourable to your Majefty. 
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" Your Commons obferve, in the firft 
^^ Place, that feveral Towns and Places are, 
by Virtue of this Treaty, to be put into the 
Hands of the StateSrGeneral, particularly 
Newport y Dendermondj and the Caftle of' 
Ghent ^ which can in no Senfe be looked upw. 
on as a Part; of a Barrier againft Fr^Wft but, 
** being the Keys of the Hither lands towards 
" Great-Britain y muft make the Trade of 
•* your Majefty's Subjcdls in thofe- Parts preca- 
** ripus, and, whenever the States think fit, to-' 
" tally exclude them from it. The pretfended 
^* Neceffity oi putting thefe Places into the 
*^ Hands of the States-General, in order to fe* 
*** cure to them a Conjmunication with their 
" Barrier, muft appear vain and groundlefs ; 
for the Sovereignty of the l^m Countries be- 
ing not to remain to an Enemy, but to a 
Friend and an Ally, that Communication 
muft be always fecure and uninterrupted ;, 
^* befides that, in Cafe of ^ Rupture, or an 
** Attack, the States have full Liberty allowed 
♦* them to take. Pofleflion of all the Spanijb 
** NetJjeHandsy and therefore needed no Partl- 
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" cular Stipulation for die ToTf ns abotemcn- 
** tioned. 

" Having taken Notice of this Conceflion 
*' made to the Statft-Gcneral for, fcidng up- 
" on the whole ten Provinces ;^we cannot but 
^ objferve to your Majefty, that in the Man- 
*^ ner this Article is framed, it is another dan- 
^* gerous Circumftancfe which attends this 
•* Treaty ; for had fuch a Proviflon been con- 
^* fined to the Care of an apparent Attack 
**^ from Prance only, the avowed Defign of 
^* this Treaty had been fulfilled, and your Ma-* 
•* jefty's Inftruftions to your Ambaffador had 
been purfued : But this neceflary Reftriftion 
hath been omitted, and the fame Liberty is 
** granted to the States, t» take Poffeflion of 
•^ all the Netherlands^ whenever they fliall think 
" themfelves attacked* by any other neighbour- 
*' ing Nation, as when they fliall be in Dan^ 
ger from Ff'Once ; fo that if it Ihould at any 
Time happen (which your Commons are 
very unwilling to fuppofe) that they Ihould 
quarrel, even with your Majefty, the Riches, 
Strength, and advantageous. Situation of 
** thefe Countries, may be made Ufe of againft 
" yourfelf, without whofe generous and pow- 
^* erfulAfiiftance they had never been con- 
'' quered." 

" To 
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To return to thofe illConfcquenccs which 
relate to the Trsule of your Kingdoms, we 
•' beg Leave to obferve to your Majcfty, that 
though this Treaty reviveth, and rendereth 
your Majefty a Party to the fourteenth and 
fifteenth Articles of the Treaty of Munfler^ 
by Virtue of which, the Impoiitions upon 
^^ all Goods and Merchandises, brought into 
the Spanijh Low Countries by the Sea, are 
to equal thoie laid on Goods and Merchan- 
dises imported by the $child^ and the Ca- 
'* nals of Safs and Sw^nuy and other Mouth$ 
^* of the Sea adjoining ; yet no Care is taken 
** to preferve that Equality upon the Exporta- 
♦^ tion of thofe Goods out of the Spantjh Provin* 
** ces, into thofe Countries and Places, which, 
^ by Virtu^ of this Treaty, are to be in the 
** Pofleflion of the States ; the Confequence 
" of which muft, in Time, be, and your Com- 
" mons are informed, that in fome Inftances it 
*^ hath already proted to be the Cafe, that the 
« Impofitions upon Goods carried into thofe 
^* Countries and Places, by the Subjefts of the 
« States-General, will be taken oflF, while thofe 
upon the Goods imported by your Majefty*s 
Subjeds remain 5 By which Means, Greats 
Britain will entirely lofe this moft beneficial 
Branch of Trade, which it hath in all Ages 
** been poffeficd of, even from the Time when 

^' thofe 
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*« thofe Countries were governed by the Houfe 
" of Burgundy^ one ol" the moft antient, a» 
*^ tvell as the moft ufeful Allies to the Crown 
«* of England. 

<* WiTii regard to the other Dominions 
*' and Territories of Spain^ your Majefty's^ 
^^ Subjcfts have always been diftinguiflied in 
♦« their Commerce with them, and botli by 
^\ antient Treaties, and an uninterrupted Cuf- 
** tomi have enjoyed greater Privileges and Im- 
*^ munities of Trade, than either the Holland^ 
*^ ers, or any other Nation whatfoever. And 
" that wife and excellent Treaty of the Grand 
«« Alliance provideth efFedually for the Secu- 
^* rity and Continuance of thefe valuable Pri- 
" vileges to Great^Britain^ in fuch a Mariner, 
♦^ as that each Nation might be left at the End 
*^ of the War, upon the fame Foot as it 
^ ilood at the Commencement of it: But this 
*^ Treaty we now complain of, inftead of con* 
^\ firming your Subjeds Rights, furrenders and 
*^ deftroys them j for althoiigh by the fixteenth 
^ and feventepntb Articles of the Treaty of 
*^ of Munfier, made between his Catholick 
** Majcfty and the States^General, all Advan- 
^^ tages of Trade are ftipulated for, and granted 
^* to the Hollanders^ equal to vsrhat the Englijh 
^\- enjoyed J y^t th? Crown of Efngland not be- 

" ing 
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« Jag a Party of that Treaty, the Subjefts of 
** England have never fubmitted to thofc Arti*- 
^* des of it, nor even the Sfiiniards themfelvcs 
*^ ever obferved them \ but this Treaty revives 
*^ thdfe Articles in Prejudice oi Great Britain^ 
^* and makes your Majefty a Party to them, 
** ajid even a Gu^antee to the States-General, 
** for Privileges' againft your own People. 

^^ In how deliberate and CJ^traordinary a 
^' Manner your Majefty's Ambajflador confented 
•' to deprive your Subjed:s of their antient 
•^ Rights, and ypijr Majefty pf the Powef of 
r^ procuring to them any new Advantage, moft 
evidendy appears from his own Letters, which, 
by your Majefty's Dire^Mons, have been laid 
^* before your Commons; Fpr when Matters 
«^ of Advantage to your Majefty, and to your 
<* Kingdom, had been offered, as proper to be 
" made Parts oif this Treaty, they were refufed 
to be admitted by the States-Oeneral, upon 
this Reafon and Principle, that nothing fo^ 
feign to the Guaranties of the Succeflion, and 
of the Barrier, flipuld be mingled with themes 
notwithftanding which, the States-Qeneral 
** had no fooner received Notice of a Treaty of 
^' Commerce concluded between your Majefty 
^^ ^nd the prefent Emperor, but they departed 
^^ fiopi the Rule propofed before, an4 ii^fifted 

"upon 
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« upon the Article, of which* your Common!^ 

" now complain J which Article your Majefty's 

** Ambaflador allowed of, although equally 

" foreign to the Succfeffion, or the Barrier; 

•* and although he had for that Reafon depart- 

" ed from other Articles,, which would have 

" been for the Service of his own Country* 
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We have forborne to trouble your Majefty 
with general Obfervations upon this Treaty, 
** as it relatjcth to and affefts the Empire, and 
" other Parts of E»r<?/«f* The Mifchids, which 
^* arifefrom it to Great'-Britmny are what only 
*' we have prefumed humbly to reprefent to 
^* you, as they are very evident, and very great: 
And as it appears, that the Lord Vifcount 
Townfrnd had not any Orders, or AuthcM'ity, 
for concluding feveral of thofe Articles, which 
" are moll prejudicial to your Majefty's Sub- 
je(fb ; we have thought we could do no lefs 
" than declare your faid AmbafiadoTj who ne- 
** gotiated and figned, and all others who ad— 
«* vifed the ratifying of this Treaty, Enemies 
** to your Majefty and your Kingdom. 

" Upon thefe faithful Informations, and 
" Advices from your Commons, we aflure our 
" felves, your Majefty, in your great Goodnefs 
" to your People, will refcue them from thofe 

" Evils, 
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** EvUs, which the private Counfels of ill de- 
figning.Mcn have expofed them to j and thut 
in your great Wifiiom you will find forae 

** Means for the explaining, and amending, 
the feveral Articles of this Treaty, fo as that 
they may confift with the Intereft of Great-- 
Britain, and with real and lafting Friendship 
bctM^een yoUr Majefty and the States-Ge- 



€C 
€C 
<C 



cc ' " 



neral.' 



Between the Reprefentation and the firft 
Debates upon the Subjeft of it, feveral Weekd 
had paffed; during which Time the Parlia** 
ment Had other Matters likewifc before them, 
that deferve to be mentioned. For on the Ninth 
of February was repealed the Ad: for natura- 
lizing foreign Proteftants^ which had been pait- 
.ed under the laft Miniftry, and, as many Peo*, 
pie thought, to very ill Purpofes. By this Aft 
any Foreigner, who would take the Oaths to 
the Government, and profefs himfelf a Proteft- 
ant, of whatever Denomination, was imme- 
diatdy naturalized, and had all the Privileges 
of an Englijihhorn Subjeft, at the Expence of 
a Shilling. Moft Proteftants Abroad differ from 
Us in the Points of Church-Government j fo 
that all the Acquifitions by this AxSt would in- 
creafe the Number of Diflentcrs ; and therefore 
the Propofal, that fuch FOTcigners ihould be 

obliged 
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obliged to conform to the eftablWied W^rfliip, 
was rejefted. But beCaufe feveral Perfons wercf 
fond of tills Projeft, a& a Thing thdt would he 
of mighty Advantage to the Kingdowij I ihalt 
lay a few Words upon it. 

■ r • • 

» TheMa^ant, '^ That People aW the Riches 
** of a Nationi" hath been crudely uiiderftood 
by many Writers and Reafoners upon that Sub- 
jcft. There are feveral Ways by which Peo- 
ple are brought into a Country* Sometimes a 
Nation is invaded and fubdued; and the Con- 
querors feize the Lands> and make the Natii^es 
their Under-Tenants and Servants* Colonies 
have been always planted where the Natives 
were driyen out or deftroyed, or the Land un- 
cultivated and wafte. In thofe Countries where 
the Lord of the Soil is Mafter of the Labour and 
Liberty of his Tenants, or of Slaves bought by 
his Money, Men's Riches are reckoned by the 
Number of their Vaflals. And fometimes, in 
Governments newly inftituted, where there are 
not People to till the Ground, many Laws have 
been made to encourage and allure Numbers 
from the neighbouring Countries. And, in all 
Aefe Cafes, the new Comers have either Land^ 
allotted them, or are Slaves to the Proprietors* 
But to invite helplefs Families, by Thoufands, 
into a Kingdom inhabited like ours, without 

Lands 
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Lands to give them, and where the Laws will 
not allow that they fhould be Part of the Pro- 
perty as Servants, is a wrong Application of the 
Maxim, and the fame Thing, in great, as In- 
fants dropped at the Doors, which are only a ^ 
Burthen and Charge to the Parifh. ' The true 
Way of multiplying Mankind to piiblick Ad- 
vantage, in fuch a Country as England, is to in- 
vite from Abroad only able Handicraftfmen and 
Artificers, or fuch who bring over a fufficient 
Share of Property to fecure them from Want j 
to enad: • and enforce fumptuary Laws againft% 
Luxury, and all Excefles in Cloathing, Furni- 
ture, and the like ; to encourage Matrimony, 
and reward, as the Romans did, thofc who have 
a certain Number of Children. Whether bring- 
ing over the Palatines wtvc a mere Confequencc 
of this Law for a general Naturalization ; or 
ivhether, as many furmifed, it had fome other 
Meaning, it appeared manifeflly, by the Ifliic; 
that the Publiqk was a Lofer by every Individu- 
al among them ; and that' a Kingdom can no 
more be the richer by fuch an Importation, 
£han a Man can be fatter by a Wen, which is 
unfigHtly and troublcfome, at beft, and inter- 
cepts that Nourifliment, which would other- 
Wife difflife itfelf through the whole Body. 

A»OUT 
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About a Fortniglit after, the Commoi^ ient 
up a Bill for fecuring the Freedom of Parlia- 
ments, by limiting the Number of Members ii> 
that Houfe who fhould be allowed to poflefs 
Employments under the CroWn. Bills to the 
fame Effcdt, promoted by both Parties, had, af- 
ter making the like Progrefs, been reje<Jled in 
former Parliaments j the Court and Miniftry, 
who will ever be dgainft fach a Law, having 
ufually a greater Influence in the Houfe of 
Lords, and fo it happened now« Although that 
Influence were lefs, I am apt to think that fuch 
a Law would be too thorough a Reformation 
in one Point, while we have fo many Corrupti- 
ons in the reft ) and perhaps the Regulations, 
already njade on that Article, are fufiicient, by 
which feveral Employments incapacitate a Maa 
from being chofen a Member, and ^l of thean 
bring it to a new Elefltion. 

For my own Part, when I confider the Tem- 
per of particular Perfons, and by what Maxims 
they have afted (almoft without Exception) in 
their private Capacities, I cannot conceive how 
fuch a Bill Ihould obtain a Majority, unlefs eve- 
ry Man expedled to be one of the Fifty, which, 
I thinks, was the Limitation intended* 

About 
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About the fame Time, likewlfe, the Houfd 
of Commons advanced one confiderable Step 
towards Securing us againft farther Impolitions 
from our Allies, refolving that the additional 
Forces fhould be contihued ; but v/ith a Condi- 
tion, that the Dutcb fhould make gogd their 
Proportion g£ three fifths to two fifths, which 
thofe Confederates had fo long, and in.fo great 
Degree, negledfced. The Duke of Marlia* 
rough's Dedudtion of Two and a Hd]£ per Cent ^ 
from the Pay of the foreign Troops, was alio 
applied for carrying on the War* 

Lastly, within this Period is to be inclu- 
ded th9 Ad paiied to prevent the difturbing 
tliofe of the Epiicopal Communion in Scotland^ 
in the Exercife of their religious Worftiip, and 
in the Ufe of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng-^ 
land. It is known enough, that the moft con- 
fiderable of the Nobility and Gentry there, as 
well as great Numbers of the People, dread the 
tyrannical Difcipline of thofe Synods and Pref- 
byteries j and at the iame Time have the ut- 
Snoft Contempt for the Abilities and Tenets of 
their Teachers. It was befides thought an In- 
equality, beyond all Appearance of Reafbn or* 
Jufticc, that Diffcnters of every Denomination 

Vol. IX. N here. 
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here, who are the meaneft and moft illiterate 
Part among us, ihouk) pofleis a Toleration by 
Law, under Colour of which they mighty upon 
Occafion, be bold ' enough to infult the Reli- 
gion edabliiheJ, while thofe of the £pifcc^)al 
Church in Scotland groped onder.areal Perfc^ 
cution. I'he only fpecious Obje^^ion ag^hsft 
this. Bill was, that it fet theReligioo by LaMr> in 
both Fart& of the Ifland, upoja a different Foot» 
diredtty contrary to theUnion; becaufcy by an 
A<^ pailed this very Seflioa againft occafional 
Conformity, oui Diffeaters were fliut out fronx 
all Employments. A Petition from Carftairs^ 
and other 5^o/^i& , Profeflbrs, againft this Bill, 
was offered to the Houfe, but not accepted ;. 
and a Motion made by the other Piarty> to re- 
ceive a Claui^ that ihould reftrain all Perfons> 
who have any (Mice in Scotland^ from going 
to Epifcopal Meetings, paffcd in the Negative* 
It is n^jiifeft, that the Promoters of this 
Claufe were not moved by any Regard for 
Scotland^ which id by no Means their Favour- 
ite at prefent j only they hoped, that, if it 
were made Part of a Law, it might; occafion 
fuch a Choice of Reprefentatives in both 
Houfes, ftcaaxjScQtlandj as would be a confidcra^ 
ble Strength to their Fai^iott here. But the 
Prpppficion was in itiidf extremely abfurd, that 

fa 
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to many Lords, and other Perfons of Diftinc- 
tion, who have great Employments, Pcnfions, 
Pofts in the Army,, and other Places of Profit, 
msuxy of whom are in frequent or conibmt 
Attendance at the Court, and utterly, diilike 
tiaek nadonai Way of Worfhlp, fhould be de- 
prived of their Liberty of Cbnfciencc atHomrj 
not to mention thofe who are fent thither from 
hence to take Care of the Revenue, and other 
A&irs, who would ill digdfc the changing of 
their Religion for that of Scotland, 

With a farther View of Favour towards 
the Epifcopal Clergy of Scotland, three Mem-^ 
bers of that Country were diredted to bring in 
a Bill for reiftoring the Patrons to their antient 
Rights of prcfenting Minifters to the vacadt 
Churches there, which the Kirk, during the 
Height of their Power, had obtained for them- 
fclvcs. And, to conclude this Subjeft at once, 
the Queen, at the Clofe of the Seffion, com- 
manded Mr. Secretary 5/. Jobn to acquaint 
the Houfe, ** That, purfuant to their Addrcfs, 
** the Profits arifing from the Bifhops Eftates 
" in Scotland, which ren^ined in the Crown, 
<* Should be applied to the Support of fuch of 
** the Epifcopal Clergy there, as would take 
f^ the Oaths to Her Maje%/' 

N 2 KOTHINO- 
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Nothing could more amply juftify the 
Proceedings of the Queen and Her Minifters, 
for two Years paft, thari that famous Repre- 
fentation above at large recited 5 the uhbiafled 
Wifdom of the Nation, after the ftridefl In- 
quiry, confirming thofe Fafts upon which Her 
Majefty Counfels were grounded: And many 
Perfons, who were before inclined to believe 
thft the Allies and the late Miniftry had been 
too much loaded by the Malice, Mifreprefen- 
tatiqns, or Ignorance o( Writers, were now 
iblly convinced of their Miflake by fo great an 
Authority* 

tip ON this Occafion I cannot forbear do- 
ing Juftice to Mr, St. Jothn^ who had been 
Secretary of War, for feveral Years, under 
the former Adminiftration, where he had 
the Advantage of obferving how Affairs were 
managed both at Home and Abroad. He was 
one of thofe tyho fhared in the prefent Trea- 
furer's Fortune, refigning his Employment at 
the fame Time} and, upon that Minifter's be- 
ing again taken into Favour, this Gentlernan 
. was fonie Time after made Secretary of State. 
There he began afre{h, by the Opportunities 
of his Station, to look into paft Mifcarriages ; 

and 
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and, ' by the Fotcc of ah extraordiaary Ge- 
nius, and Application to publick Affairs, joined 
with an invincible Eloquence, laid open the 
Scene of Mifcarriages and Corruptions through 
the whole Courfe of the War, in fo evident 
a Manner, that the.Houfe of Commons feem- . 
cd principally diredted in their Refolutions, 
upon this Inquiry, by bis Information and 
Advice. 

In a {hort Time after the Reprefentatioh 
was publiihed, there appeared a Memorial in 
the Dutch Gazette, as by Order of the States, 
reflefling very much upon the faid Reprefen- 
tation, aa. well as the Refolutions on which 
it was founded, pretending to deny fome 
pf the Fa<3:s, and to extenuate others. This 
Memorial, tranilated into Englijhy a common 
Writer of News had the Boldnefs to infert in 
one of his Papers. A Complaint being made * 
thereof to the Houfe of Commons, they voted 
the pretended Memorial to be a felfe, fcanda- 
lous, malicious Libel, and ordered the Printer 
to be taken into Cuftody» 

It was the Misfortune of the Miniftars, 
that while they were baited by their profeffed 
Adveriaries of the difcontented Fadion, ailing 

in 



l8!2 



Ti&rHiSTORY £/* 



in Confederacy with Emiffaries of foreign Pow-, 
ers, to break the Meafures Her Majefty had 
taken towards a Peace, they met at the fame 
Time with frequent Difficulties from thofc who 
xtgreed and engaged with them to purfoe die 
fame general End -, but fomedmes difapproved 
the Methods as too flack and remHs, or, in 
Appearance, now and then perha()s a little du-r 
bious. In the firfl Seflion of this Parliaxhent, 
a confiderable Number of Gentlemen, all Mem- 
hers of the Houfe of Commons, began to 
meet by themielves, and confult what Courie 
they ought to fteer in this new WorkL They 
mtended to revive t, new Cotintry-Party in 
Parliament, which might, as in former Times, 
oppofc the Court in any Propcediags they dif- 
liked. The whole Body was of fuch yvhp 
profefs wliat is commonly called High-chiirch 
Principles, upon whidhi Account they were ir-r 
reconcileable Enemies to the late Miniftry an4 
all its Adherents. On tiie other Side, coniidcr- 
ing the Temper of the new Men in Power, 
that they werePerfons who had form»iy imovcd 
between the two Extremes, thofc Gentlemen, 
who were impatient for an intire Change, and 
to fee all their Adverfaries laid at once as low 
as the Duft, began to be apprehienfive that the 
Work would be done by Halves, ^. But the 

Junfturc 
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Juncture of Affairs ^ that Time, both at 
Home and Abroad, would by no Means admit 
of the leaft Precipitation, ahhough the Queeai 
and her firft Miniiler had been difpofed to it, 
which certainly they were not. Neither did 
the Court feem at all uneafy ^ this League, 
formed in Apj^arance againft it, but compofed 
of boneft Gentlemen who wiihed well to their 

# 

Country, in which both were entirely agreed* . 
althoxigh they might differ about the Means; 
or if Qjicti a Society ifaould bqpn to grow redy^ 
npthing was eafier than to divide them, and 
reader all their Endeavours ineffedtuaL But, 
in the Courfe of that firA Seillon, many of 
this Society became gradually reconciled to the. 
new Miniftry, whoih they found to be greater 
ObjeSs of the Common Enemy's Hatred than 
them&lves ; and the Attempt of Guifcardy as it 
gained farther Time for the deferring tlie Dif- 
pofal of Employments^ fo it much endeared 
that Perfon to the Kingdom, who was fo near 
falUog a Sacrifbe to the Safeity of his Country. 
Upon the laft Seffion of which I am now write- 
ing, this O&ober Club (as it was called) renewed 
their ufual Meetings, but were now very much 
altered from their original inftitution,and feem- 
ed to have wholcly dropped th6 Defign, as of 
00 further Ufe. Thcjy favv a Point carried ii> 

the 
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the Houfe of Lords againft the Court, that 
would end in the Ruin of the Kingdom ; and 
they obfervcd the Enemy's whole Artillery di* 
redly levelled at the Treafurcr-s Head. Irt 
fhort, the Majority of the Club had fo good 
an tJnderftanding with the great Men at Court, 
that two of the Latter, to fhew the World how 
fair a Correfpondence there was between the 
Court and Country-party, cbnfented to be at 
one of their Dinners ; but this Intercourfe had 
an Event very different from what was expeft^ 
cd : For immediately the. more zealous Mem- 
bers of that Society broke oiff from the reft, 
and compofcd a new One, made up of Gentle- 
men, who feemed to expedt little of the Court; 
and, perhaps, with^a Mixture of others who 
thought themfelves difappointed, or too long 
delayed. Many of thefe were bbferved to re- 
tain an incurable Jealoufy of the Treafurer, 
and to interpret all Delays, which they could 
not comprehend, as a Rcferve of Favour in 
this Minifter to the Perfons and Principles of 
the abandoned Party. 

«• 

Upon an Occafion offered about this Time, 
fome Perfons^ out of Diftruft to ihe Treafvirer, 
endeavoured to obtain a Point, which could 

not 
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not have been carried without putting all into 
Confufion. A Bill was brought into the Houfe 
of Commons appointing Commiffioners to ex- 
amine into the Value 01 all Lands, and other 
Interefls granted by the Crown fince the thir- - 
teenth Day 6i February y One Thoufand fix 
Hundred and Eighty-eight, and upon what 
Confiderations fuch Grants had been made^ 
The united Country-Intereft in the Houfe was 
extremely fct upon pafiiiig this Bill They had 
conceived an Opinion from former Precedents, 
that the Court would certainly oppofe all Steps 
towards a Refumption of Grants; and thofc 
who were apprehenfive that the Treafurer in* 
clined the fame Way propofed the Bill ihould 
be tacked to another, for raifing a Fund by Du- 
ties upon Soap and P,aper, which hath been 
always imputed, whether juftly or no, as a fa- 
vourite Expedient of thofe called the Tory 
Party. At the feme Time it was very wdl 
known, that the Houfe of Lords had made a 
fixed arid unanimous Refolution agairift giving 
their Concurrence to the pafling fuch united 
Bills : So that the Confequcnces of this Pro- 
je<3: muft have been to bring the Miniftry un- 
der Diffipultics^ to ftop the nfeceflTary Supplies, 
and endanger the good Corrcfpondence be«* 

twcen 
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tween both Houlibs : Ckotwkhftanding all which 
the Majority carried it for a T^^ i &nxl the 
Committee was uiftrmd:ed «jcxK>rdinfly to make 
the two Bills into one, whereby the Worft that 
could happen would have followed, if th? 
Treafurer had not convmced the warm Leaders 

• 

in this Affair, by undeniable Reafonc, thttt the 
Means they were ufing would certainly difap* 
point the End ; that neithef himJfelf, nor any 
other of the Queen's Servants, were at all a* 
gainft this Enquiry ; and he jprbmifed his uti- 
moft Credit to help forward the Bill in the 
Houfc of Lords. ,He prevailed at laft to haVe 
it fcntup fingk; but their Lordfliips ga«re it 
another Kind of Reception. Thofe who were 
.of the Side oppofite to the Ctnirt withfk)od 
it to a Man, as in a Party- Cafe: Among the 
jeft, fome very pcrfonally concerned, and 
vOthers by Friends and Relati(ms, which thejr 
fuppofed a fufficient Excufe to be abfent, or 
<liflent. Even thojfe, whofe Grants were an« 
tecedent to this^intenuied Iufpedliofi, began to 
be alarmed as Men, whofe Neighbours Houies 
are on Fire. A Shew of Zeai for the late 
King's Honour occasioned many Reflections 
^upon the Date of this Enquiry, which was to 
commence with his Reign : And the Earl of 
lam^ who had novv flung away the 
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Maik which he latdy polled off, like one who 
had iw other View but diat of Vengeance 
againft tl^ Queen and -Her Friends, a&ed con<» 
iifliently enough with his Defign, foy Voting as 
^ Lord* agaiuft the Bill, after he had direded 
i^s Son intheHoufe of Commons fo vote for 
the Tack, 



Th9s miicarxied this popplar Bill for ap«- 
-jpointing CommifikHiers to examine into itoyal 
Grants ; bvtt whether thoile chiefly concerned 
^d rigittly confuit their own Inlereft hath 
hctn made a .Qadtion, which perhaps Time 
wiU re&lve. < lit was agreed thai: the Queeii^ 
hy Her own Authority, mig^t have ifliied out 
a Commi^n iox fuch an Enquiry, and every 
body bdieve4» thai the Intention of the Par- 
liament was only to tax the Grants vrith about 
three Years Purchafe, and at the i&me Tinie 
^ilablifh the Proprietors in Pofleffion of the 
Remainder for ever 5 fo that, upon the Whole, 
the Grantees would have beep great Gainers 
by iuch ^n Aft, fince the Titles of thofe 
liands, ^s they flood then, were hardly of 
r half Value widh others either for Sale or Set- 
•derocnL Befides, the Examples of the Irijh 
Forfeitures might have taught thefe precarious 
PwncTs, that when the Houfe of Conunons 

hath 
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hath once engaged in a Purfuit, which they 
think is right, although it be flopped or fut- 
pended for a While, they will be fure to renew 
" it upon every Opportunity that oj0Fereth, and fcl- 
dopi fail of Succefs : For Inftancc, if the Re- 
fumption fhould happen to be made Part of jsi 
Supply, which can be eafily done without the 
Objeftion of a Tack,, the Grantees might pof- 
fibiy then have much harder Conditions given 
them ; and I do not fee how they could pre- 
vent it. Whether die refuming of Royal 
Grants be confiftent with good Policy or 
Juftice, would be too long a Difquiiition : Be- 
fides, the Profufion of Kings is not like to be 
a Grievance for the future, beeaufe there have 
been Laws firtce made to provide againf): that 
Evil, or, indeed, rather becaufe the Crown 
liath nothing left to give away. But the Ob- 
jediion made againft the EJate of the intended 
Enquiry was iiTvidious and trifling ; for King 
James II. mad6 very few Grants : He was a 
better Manager, and fquandering was none of 
his Faults ; vs4iereas the late King, who came 
over here a petfe^Sfc Stranger to our Laws, and 
to bur People, fegardlefs of Pofterity, where- 
in he was not likely to furvive, thought he 
could no Way better ftrengthen a new Title, 
. than by purchafing Friends at the Expence of 

every 
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every Thing which was in his Power to part 
with. • 

The Rcdbnablencfs of uniting to a Moneys 
Bill one of a difj^rent Nature, which is ufually 
called Tacking,* hath been likewife much de- 
bated, and will admit of Argument enough. 
In antient Times, when a Parliament was held» 
the Commons firft propofed their Grievances to 
be redreifed, and then give their Aids 5 fo that 
it was a perfed:- Bargain between the King and 
the Subjedl. This fully anfwered the Ends of 
Tacking. Aids were then demanded upon 
Occafions which would hardly pafs at prefent % 
fuch, for Inftance, as thofe for making the 
King's Son a Knight, marrying his eWeft 
Daughter, and fome others of the like Sort. 
Moft of the Money went into the King's Cof- 
fers for his private Ufe ; neither was he ac- 
countable for any Part of it. Hence arofe the 
Form of the King's thanking his Subjcfts for 
their Benevolence, when any Subfidies, Tenths, 
or Fifteenths wejre given him :, But the Sup- 
plies now granted are qf another Nature, and 
cannot be properly called a particular Benefit to 
the Crown, becaufe they are all appropriated to 
their feveral Ufes : So that when the Houfe of 
Commons tack to a Money^Bill what is foreign 

and 
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and hard to be digeftcd> if k be not pa^dt^ 
they put thcmfclves and their Country m aa^ 
great Difficulties as the Prince. On the other 
Side^ there have been fevera) Regulations made, 
through the Courfe of Time, in papliainentary 
Proceedings ; among which it tsr grown a Ruk> 
that a Bill once rejected fiialt not be brought 
up again the fame Seflion ; whereby the Com^ 
n>onsfeem to have loft the Advantage of pur- 
chafing a Redrcfs of their Grievances^ by 
granting Supplies, which, upon foftie Emer- 
gencies, hath put them upon this Expedient of 
tacking : So that there is more to be faid. ori 
each Side of the Cafe, than is convenient for 
me to trouble the Reader or mjrfelf in de- 
ducing. 

« 

Among the Matters of Importance during 
this Seflion, we may juftly number the Pro- 
ceedings of the Hou& of Commons with re* 
lati<Mi to the Prefs, fince Her Majefty's Meffage 
to the Houfe, of January the Seventeenth, 
concludcth with a Paragraph, reprcfenting the 
great Licences taken in publishing falfe and 
icandaloua Libds, foch as are a Reproach to 
any Government ; and reconmiendin^ to th^n 
to find a Remedy equal to the Mifchief. The 
Meaning- of thefe Worck in the Mefiagc 
ieemeth to be confined to thefe weekly and 

daily 
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daily Papers an4 Patbphkts^ refle£ting upon 
the Perfons and the Management of the MinU 
ftry. But the Houi!e of Commons, in their 
Addrefs, which anfwercth thisMeffage,maIceth 
an Addition of the Blafphemies againft God 
and Religion ; and it is^ certain, that nothing 
would be more for the Honour of the Legif- 
laturc, thaa feme efFeftu^ Law for putting a 
Stop to this univerfalMifchief : But as the Per- 
Ibn, who advifed the Queeja in that Part of her 
Meflagc, had only then in his Thoughts the 
redreffing of the political and fadious Libels, 
I think he oqght to have taken Care, by his 
great Credit in the Houfe, to have propofed 
fom^ Ways by which that Evil might be re- 
moved ; ribe Law for taxing fingle Papers have- 
ing prodmced a qjuite contrary EfFed, as was 
then forefeea by many Perfons^ and hath fince 
been found true by Experience. For the ad- 
verfe. Party, fqll of Rage aind Leifure fince 
their Fall, aed. unanimous in Defence of their 
Caufe^. eisj>loy a Set of Writers by Subfcrip- 
tion^ who are well verfed in all the Topicks 
of Defamation,, and have 9 Style and Genius 
levelled to the Generality of Readers j while 
tbofc whp would draw their Pens on the Side 
of their Prince and Country are difcouraged 
by tWs. X^p which exceeds the intrinfick Va- 
lue bpth of the MateriaU and the Work 5 a 

Thing, 
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Thing,' if I bfe riot miflaken^ without Ex- 
ample. It ftiuft be acknowledged, th^t the 
bad Pradices of Printers have been fuch, as to 
defervc the fevereft Animadverfions of the 
Publick J and it is to be wifhed, the Party- 
Quarrels of the Pen were always managed 
with Decency and Truth: But, in the mean 
Time, to open the Motadis of our Enemies 
and (hut our oWn, is a Turn of Politicks that 
wanteth a little to be explained. Perhaps the 
Miniftry now. in PoflHHion, becaufe they arc 
in Pofleffion, may defpife .fuch Trifles a^ 
this 5 and it is not to be denied^ that, 
afting as they do tipon a National Intereft, 
they may feerft to ftafid itt Icfs Need of 
fuch Supports, or may fafely fling them 
down as no longer neceflary. But if the 
Leaders of the other Party had proceeded 
by this Maxim, their Power would have 
becft ftohe at all, or of very (hort Dura-- 
tion : And had not fqme adtive Pens fallen in 
to improve the good Difpofitions of thq Peo- 
ple, upon the late Change, and continued 
fince to overthrow the Falfehoods, plentifully^ 
and fometime^ not unplaufibly, fcattered by 
the Adverfaries, I am very much in doubt, 
whether thofe at the Helm would now have 
Rcafon to be pleafed with their Succefs. A 
particular Perfpn may, with more Safety, de- 
cide 
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Ipife the Opinion of the Vulgar, becauie 
it doth a wife Man no real harm or good, hxA 
the Adminiflration a great deal ; and what- 
ever Side hath the ible management of the Pen 
will ibon find Hands enough to write down 
their Enemies as low as they pleafe« If the 
People had no other Idea of thofe whom her 
Maje% trufteth in her greateft Affairs, than 
what is conv^ed by the Paffipns of fuch as 
would compafs Sea and Land for their De- 
il:ru£tion, what could they expedt, but to be 
torn in Pieces by the Rage of the Multitude ? 
How neceflary therefore was it, that the 
World fhould, from time to time, be unde- 
ceived by true Reprefentations of Perfons and 
FaAs, which have kept rfie Kingdom fteady 
to its Intereft, againft all the Attacks of a cun-- 
ning and virulent Fadtion. 



Q 



However, the Mifchiefs of the Prefs were 
too exorbitant to be cured, by fuch a Remedy 
as a Tax upon the fmaUer Papers 3 and a Bill 
for a much more effedtual Regulation of it 
was brought into the Houfe of Commons, but 
fo late in the Seffion, that there was no Time 
to pafs it ; for there hath hitherto always ap- 
peared an unwillingnefs to cramp over-much 
the Liberty of the Prefs, whether from the 
Inconveniencies apprehended from doing too 

Vol- IX. .0 much. 
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much, or too litdcy or whether the Ben^^ 
propofed by each Party to themfclves, from the 
Service of their Writers, towards the recover- 
ing or preferving of Power, be thought to out- 
weigh the Difadvantages. However it came 
about, this Affair was put off from one Week 
to another, and Ae BiU not brought into the 
Houfe till the Eighdi of June, It was com- 
mitted three Days, and then lieard of no 
more. In this Bill there was a Claufe infert- 
ed, (whether indufrrioufly with Defign to 
overthrow it) that the Author's Name, and 
Place of Abode, fliould be fet to every print- 
ed Book, Pamphlet^ or Paper ; which I be- 
lieve no Man,, who hath the leaft Regard to 
Learning, would give his Confent to 5. for, 
befides the Objedion to this Claufe from die 
Pradlice of pious Men, who^ in publifliing 
excellent Writings for the Service of Religion, 
have chofen, out of -an humble Chriftian 
Spirit, to conceal their Names > it is certain, 
that all Perfons of true Genius or Knowledge 
have an invincible Modefty and Sufpicion of 
themfelves,. . upon their firft fending their 
Thoughts into the World; and that thqfe 
who are dull or fuperficial, void of all Tafte 
and Judgment, have Diipofitions direftly con- 
trary ;fo that, if this Claufe had made part c£ 
a Law, there would have been an end> in 

all 
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all Likelihood^ of any valuable Produdlion for 
the future, either in Wit or Learning; and that 
iniiifFerable Race of ftupid People, . who are 
now every Day loading the Pfefs, would then 
reign alone, in tinie deftroy our very firll 
Principles of Reaibn, and introduce Barbarity 
amongft us, which is already kept out with 
fo much Difficult by fb few Hands. 

HavinC given an Account of the feveraf 
Steps made towards a Peace, from the £rft 
Overtures begun by France ^ to the Commence-- 
ment of the iecond Sefiion, I fiiall in the 
Fourth Book relate the Particulars of this 
great Negotiation, from the Period laiKmen-* 
tioned to the prefent Time ; and becaufe there 
happened iotat PaiSages in bodi Houfes, occa^ 
iioncd by the Treaty, I ihall take Notice of 
them under that Head. There only remaineth 
to be mentioned one Affair of another Nature, 
which the Lords and Commons took into their 
Cognizance, after a very different Manner, 
wherewith I fhall clofe this Part of my Subjcft. 

The Se& of Quakers amongft us, whofe 
Syflem of Religion, firfl founded upon En- 
thuthiafin, hath been many Years growing into 
a Craft, held it an unlawful Adion to take 
an Oath to a Magiftrate. This Doftrine was 

O 2 taught 
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taught them by die Author of their SeS, 
from a Kteral Application oi the Text, Swear 
not at all ; but being a Body of People, whdely 
turned to Trade and Commerce of all Kinds, 
they found themfclves on many Cfccafions de- 
prived of die Benefit of the Law, as well as 
of Voting at Eleftions, by a foolilh Scruple, 
which their Obftinacy would not fufier them 
to get over. To prevent this Inconvenience, 
thefe People had Credit enough in the late 
Reign to have an A£k paflcd^ that their folemn 
Affirmation and Declaration ihould be accept- 
ed, inftead of an Oath in the ufual Form. 
The great Concern in dio((c Times was to 
lay all Religion upon a Level ; in order to 
which, this MixkA '^v^S ad^^ed, iSft no 
Man ought to be ircftied the Liberty of feiving 
his Country upon Account of a different Be- 
lief in ipeculativc Opinions, under which term 
fome People Wete apt to include every D6<apine 
of ChriftianTty : However^ this Ad, in favour 
of the Quakers, was only Temporary, in 
oixier to keep them in conftant Dependance^ 
and expired of Courfe after a certain Term, if 
it were not continued. Thofe People had, 
therefore, very early in the Seffion, oiiercd a 
Petition to the Houfe of Commons for a Con- 
tinuance of the Adt, which was not fuffered 
to be brought up^ upon .this they a^pplied 

themfdves 
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l^mfelves to the Lords, who pafibd a Bill 
^liccordingly, and fent it down to the Com- 

;^^mons, wheie it was not fo much as allowed a 

jjl firft Reading. 

And indeed it is not eafy to conceive upon 
yrhdt Motives the Legiflature of fo gr^at a 
^^to4^^ could defcend fo low, as to be mi- 
» n^%xi^ and fubfervient to the Caprices of the 
mpft abfurd Herefy that ever appeared in the 
World > and this in a Point,; where thofc delude- 
ing or deluded People ftand lingular from all 
the reft of Mankind who live under civil Go- 
yernment : But thei Defigns , of an aipiring 
Piarty, at. .that- tixj^e, werp not otherwife to be 
compaHed, than by undertaking any thing 
that would humble and mortify the Church ; 
and I am fiiUy convinced, that if a Sed: of 
Sceptick Philofophers (who profefs to doubt of 
every thing) had been then among us, and 
mingled their Tenets with fbme Corruptions 
of Chriitianrty, they might have obtained the 
fame Priviledge j and that a Law would have 
been enad:ed, whereby the iblemn Doubt of 
the People called Scepticks Ihould have been 
accepted inftead of an Oath in the ufiial Form j 
£0 abfurd are all Maxims formed upon the 
inconljilftntPrin^ oiF Faftion, when once 
they are brought to be examined by the ftand-r 
ard of Truth and Reafon. BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 



WE left the Plenipotentiaries of the 
Allies, and thofe of th? Enemy, pre?* 
" paring to affcmblc at Utrecht on the firft of 
January^ N, S* in order to form a Congrefe 
for negotiating a general Peace ; wherein al- 
though the Dutch had made a mighty Merit 
of their Compliance with the Queen, yet they 
fet all their |nftnm)ents at work to inflame 
both Houfbs againft her Majefty*s Meafures. 
Mpnf. Bothmary the Hanoverian Envoy, took 
care to print and' dil^erie his Memorial, of 
which I }^ave formerly ipoken : Hoffman^ 
die Eipperor's Reiident, was ibliciting for a 
Yatcht and Convoys tp bring over Prince 
Eugene at this Juncture, fortified, as it was 
;iven out, -with great Propofals j&om the 
imperial Court; The Earl of Nottingham 
^ecanie ^ Convert, for lleafgns already men- 
tioned: Money was difkibuted where Oc- 
cafion required j ai>d the Dukes of Somerfet 
pnd Marlboroughy together with the Earl 
c^ Godolphin^ had put themfelves at the 
Head of the Junto, and their Adherents, iri 
prder tg attack the fQgur^, 
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SoMf: Days affaer, the Vote paflcd the Houfe 
of Lords for adxnitting into the Addrefs the 
Earl of Nottingham^ Ckufc, againft any 
Peace without iS/i7//r* Monf. Bwyj, the Dutch 
Envoy, who had been deep in all theConfulta- 
tions with the difcontentcd Party for carrying 
that Point, was defired to meet with the Lord 
Privy--feal, the Earl of Dartmouth, and 
Mr. Secretary St. John^ in order to fign a 
Treaty between the Queen and the States, to 
iubfiil: after a Peace. There the Envoy took 
Oceafion to expoftulate upon the Advantages./ 
fHpulated for Britain with France ; faid " it 
^^ was his Opinion, that thofe Minifters ought, 
** in refped of the Friendfhip between both 
^^ Nations, to acquaint him what thefe Ad- 
vantages were ; and that he looked upon 
his Country to be intitled, by Treaty, to 
*^ fhare them equally with us : That there 
** was now another Reafon why we fhould 
*^ be more difpofed to comply with him upon 
" this Head ; for, fince the late Refolution of 
•* the Houfe of Lords, he took it for granted, 
** it would be a dangerous Step in us to givp 
" Spain to a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon ; . 
*' and, therefore, that we fhould do well to 
^* induce the States, by fuch a Conccflion, to 
« help us out of this Difficulty." 

P ^ Mr, 
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Mr. St* John made Anfwer, " That there 
" was not a Man in the Qucen-s Council ca- 
pable of fo bafe a Thought: That if Buys 
had any Thing to complain of^ which was 
injurious to Holland^ or juftly tending to 
hurt the, good Correfpondence between us 
and the States, he was confident her Ma- 
jefty would at all Times be ready to give it 
up ; but diat the Miniflers fcomed to fcreeii 
themielves at the Expence of their Country : 
^^ That the Refolution Bt^s mentioned was 
chiefly owing to foreign Miniflers imertned- 
dling in our Affairs, and would perhaps 
have an EflFeft the Prc^e&ors did not fore- 
fee : That, if the Peace became impradH- 
cable, the Houfe of Conunons would 
certainly put the War upon another 
Foot, and reduce the publick Ekperice 
within fuch a Compafs as our Treaties re- 
quired in the ftri<9:eft Senfe, and as our 
prefent Condition would admit, leaving 
the Partizans for War to fupply the reft." 
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Although the Secretary believed this An-. 
fwer would put an End to fuch infamous Pro- 
pofals, it fell out otherwife ; for, fhortly after, 
Monf Buys applied himfelf to the Treafurer, 
promiiing to undertake, *' That his Mafters 

' fhould 
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ihould give up the Article of Spain^ pro- 
vided they tni^ht fliare with us in the 
Affiento for Negrbies/' To which the 
Trcafurer's Aniwef was fhort, " That he 
*^ would r^er lofe his Head than confent to 
" fuch aft Offer.'* 

It is manifeft, by this Proceeding j that 
whatever Schemes were forming hef e at home, 
in this Jundure, by the Enemies to the Peace, 
the Dutch only defigned to fall in with it as far 
as it would anfwer their own Account 5 and# 
by a Strain of the lower Politicks, whefdn 
they muft be allowed to excel every Country 
in Chri/iindomi lay upon the Watch for a 
good Bargain, by taking Advantage of the 
Diftreis they themfelves had brought upon 
their neareft Neighbour and Ally. 

But the Queen highly refented this Indig- 
nity from a Republick, upon whom fhe had 
conferred fo many Obligations. She could 
not endure that the Dutch (honld employ their 
Inftruments to ad: in Confederacy with a Cabal 
of factious People, who were prepared to fa- 
crifice the Safety of their Prince and Country 
to the Recovery of that Power they had fo 
long poflefled and abufed. Her Majefty knew 
very well, that whatever were the miftaken or 

aifefted 
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afFeded Opinion of fome People at home, 
upon die 4^^^^ ^^ Spffin^ it was a Point the 
States had long given up, who had very open- 
ly told pur Miniiby, ^* Thjit the War in that 
«* Country was oidy oijr Concern, and what 
'^ their Republick had nothing to do with/* 
It is true, the Party4eaders were equally con- 
vinced, diat the Recovery of Spain was im-^ 
pradi^abje ; but many Things may be excufed 
in a profefled Adverfary, fallen under DiA 
grace, which are highly criminal in an Ally» 
upon whom we are that very inftant confer-^ 
ing new Favours. 

Her Majefty therefore thought it high 
Time to exert hi^rfelf, and at length put ^ 
Stop to fpreign Influence upon Britijfb Coun- 
fels J fo that, after the Earl of Nottingham^ 
Clauie againft any Peace, without Spain^ was 
carried in iht Houfe of Lords^ Dircj£kions 
wcrp inipiedi^t^Jy fept to the Earl pf Strafford 
at the Hagucy to inform the Dutch, " That 
" it was obtained by a Trick, and would 
*f confequently turn to the Difappointment 
*^ and Confufion of the Contrivers and the 
<* Aftors." Hewaslikewifeinftrudtedtobevery 
4ry and referved to the Penfionary and Dutch 
Minifters ; to let them know, " the Qijeen 
f f thought herfelf ill treated 5 ap(l ths|t they 

** would 
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** ^ould foon hear what EfFefts thofe Mca- 
^ fores would have upon a mild and good 
^* Temper, wroughj up to ReieAtment by re- 
^* pcated Provocations : That the States might 
** have the War continued, if they pleafed j 
** but that the Queen would not he forced to 
«* carry it on after their Manner, nor would 
" fuiFer them to make her Peace, or to fettle 
'* the Interefts of her Kingdoms." 

To others in Holland who appeared to be 
more moderate, the Earl Was directed to fay, 
** That the States were upon a wrong Scent : 
** That their Minifter here miftook every 
** Thing that we had promifed: That we 
'* would perform all they could reaibnably 
*• afkfrom us, in relation to their Barrier and 
** their Trade j and that Monf. Buys dealt very 
" unfairly, if he had not told them as much. 
** But that Great "Britain proceeded, in fome 
refpefts^ upon a new Scheme of Politicks j 
would no longer ftruggle for Impoffibilities, 
nor be amufed by Words : That our People 
** came more and more to their Senfes ; and 
^* that the fingle Difpute now was, whether. 
** the Dutch would join with a Faction, againfl: 
the <^een, or with the Nation, for her ? '* ' 
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The Court Hkcwife refplved tq>4iA^ourag9 
Prince Eugene frongt his Jdulrney t^ ^n]^d^ 
which be was about t^^ Ti^^ ^9^}4^^^ic^g^ 
?m4 ofwh^ii Ih^tfe fpofcen Vl?^% >^^as 
told^/' th^t ^eQaeefi wantod. iy> Exkca^*- 
" tioo3 to carry oh the War j but.&e Prcjeift 
^"^ of it fhould be, agreed ati^oad, upon which 
^* her Majefty's Refoluticind rmght foon be 
** fignified : but until fhe faw what the Em- 
^' peror and Allies were ready to do, fhe would 
** neither promife nor engage for any Thing*7 
At the fame Time Mr. St. John told Hoffman^ 
the Emperor's Refident here, " That if th« 
^* Prince had a mind to divert himfelf m 
*' London^ the Minifters would do thei^ Part 
^* to entertain him, and be fuye Jp^^l^^ 
^' him with no Manner of Bufinefs?'* /Jf his 
Coldncfs retarded the Prince's Joum^. for 
fome Days ; but did not prevent it*, aldioug^ 
he had a fccond Mcflage by the (^ueen s Or* 
der,/with this farther Addition, " That his 
Name had lately been made ufe.fof, on 
many Oqcafions, to create a JFenjieht, and 
ftir jip Sedition \ and that her Majefty 
'* judged it would be neither fafe for him, nor 
'* convenient for her, that, he fliould xome 
** over at this Time/' But all wpuld not do : 
it was enough that the Queen did not abfolutely 

forbid 
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forbid hini, and the Party-Confederates, both 
foreign ' and domeftick, thought his Prefence 
Would be-highly neceflary for their Semce. 



I 



ToWMtfs the End of December^ die Lord 
Privy-feal * fct out for Holland. He was or- 
dered to flop at the flague^ and, in Con- 
junction^ with the Earl o£^ Strafford^ to declare 
to the States, in her Majefty's Name, ^* her 
^ Reiicdutions to conclude no Peacei; wherein 
<^ the Allies in' generd, ahd each Confederate ^ 

^* in particular, might not find their ample 
*y Security, and their reafonable Siitisfa<2ion : 
^* That (he was ready to infift upon their 
•* Barrier, and Advantages in their Trade, in 
** the Manner the States themfelves ihould 
^* defire; and to concert with diem fuch a 
^* Plan of Treaty, as both Powers might be 
*^ under mutual Engagements niever to recede 
•* from : That nothing could , be of greater 
** Importance, than for the Minifters of Greats 
** Britain and Holland to enter the Congre& 
^^ under the Arideft Ties of Confidence, and 
*' intirely to concur diroughout the Courfe of 
«* thefc Negotiations. To which Purpole it 
was her Majefly's Pleafure, that their Lord- 
ihips ihoidd adjuft with the Dutch Miniibrs, 

f Dn RgHriferr, Lord Bilhop of LQndon. 
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<' thebeft Manner and Mediod for open*' 
*^ ing and carrying on the Conferences^ and 
^' declare themfelves infbudted to coimmini-* 



" cate freely their Thoughts and Meafures to 
•* the Plenipotentiaries of the States, who, they 
'' hoped, had received the fame Inftrudions/' 



cc 
cc 



Lastly, the two Lords were to.fignify to 
the Penfionary, and the other MiniAers, 
That herMajefty's Preparations for the next 
Campaign were carried on with all the 
•* Difpatch and Vigour, which the prefent Cir- 
^' cumftances would allow ; and to infift, that 
^' the fame might be done by the States ; and 
" that both Powers ihould join in prefiing the 
*' Emperor, and other Allies, to make great-* 
" er Eflforts than they had hitherto done; 
without which the War muft languifh, and 
the Terms of Peace become every Day 
morp difadvantageous/' 



cc 



The two Briti/h Plenipotentiaries went to 
Utrecht, with very large Iitftrudions, and after 
the ufual Manner were to make much higher 
Demands from France (at leaft in behalf of 
the Allies) than they coidd have any Hc^ td 
obtain. The Sum of what they had in charge, 
befides Matter of form, was, to concert with 
the Miniflers of the fevcral Powers engaged 

againft 
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againft i^y-tf w^, « That aU Differences arifing 
" among them (hould be accommodated be- 
" tween themfelves, without fufiering the 
" French to interfere: That whatever were 
pxopofed to France by a Minifter of the 
Alliance fhould be backed by the whole 
Confederacy : That a Time might be fixed 
^' for the Conclufion, , as there had been for 
" the Commencenxent, of the Treaty/' Spain 
was to be demanded out of the Hands of the 
Bourbm Family, as the mofl effe&ual Means 
for preventing the Union of that Kingdom 
with France \ and whatever Conditions the 
Allies could agree upon for hindering that 
Union, their Lordfhips were peremptorily 'to 
infiil on. 

V 

As die Interefb of each Ally in particular, 
ihe Plenipotentiaries of Britain were to de- 
mand " Strajburgby the Fort of Keblj with 
its Dependencies, and the Town of BrifaCy 
with its Territory, for the Emperor : That 
France fhould pofTefs jiljatiny according 
to the Treaty of Wejipbalia, with the 
Right of the Prefedhira only over the ten 
Imperial Cities in that Country : That the 
'^ Fortifications of the faid ten Cities be put 
" into the Condition they were in at the 

time 



cc 
cc 
cc 
u 

cc 



I 



cc 



208 The HISTORY of 

*^ time of the iaid Treaty, «ccpt Lam^, 
^ which was to be demanded for the Empe- 
. ror and EmjMre, with LU>erty of deinoliih- 
ing the Fortifications: That the French 
King (hould at a certkin Time, and at his 
^* own Expence, demolifli the Fortrefles of 
** Hunningeriy New BrifaCy and Fort Lewis^ 
*^ never to be rebuilt. 

" That die Town and Fortrcfs of Rbin" 
" felt fhould be demanded for the Landgrave 
** of Uejje'CafJeU until that matter be ofher- 
•* wife fettled. 

** That die Claufe relating to Religion, in 
" the Fourth Article of the Treaty oi Rifwiciy 
" and contrary to that of JVeftpbaliay fhould 
'* be annulled, and the ftate of Religion in 
** Germany reftored to the Tenoijr of the 
« Treaty of Weflphalia. 

** That France fhould acknowledge the 
King of PruJ/iay and give him no Difturb- 
ance in Neufchatel and Falengin: That 
the Principality je)f Orange^ and other Eftates 
•* belonging to die late King William^ ihould 
" be reftored, as Law fhould diredt. 
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^' That the Duke of Hanover ihould be 
y acknowledged Ele<aor. 

" That the King of PortugaldtioyM. enjoy 
^' all the Advantages ftipulated between him 
** and the Allies. 

" That the States fhould have for their 
Barrier Furnes^ Fort Knocks Menin^ IpreSj 
Lijle^ T!ournay^ Cmdiy ValencienneSy Mau- 
beuge^ Douay^ ^ Betbune Avie^ St.^ Venant^ 
*^ and BoucbaWy . with their Cannon, &c. 
That the Frencb King fhould reftore all the 
Places belonging tp SpaWy now or during 
^^ this War in his Poffeflion, in the Nether-- 
*^ lands : That luch Part of them as fhould be 
*' thought fit might be allowed likewife for 
" a Barrier to the States : That France fhould 
grant the Tariff of One Thoufand Six 
Hundred and Sixty-Four to the States, and 
exemption of Fifty Pence per Tun upon 
*^ Dutch Goods trading to that Kingdom. 

" But that thefe Articles in Favour of die 
*^ States fhould not be concluded, till the 
** Barrier - Treaty were explained to the 
" Queen's Satisfaction. 

. Vol. IX. P " That 
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** That die Duke of Savoy fliould be pat 
*• in Poffeffion of all taken from him in this 
War, aiid enjoy the Places yielded to him 
by the Emperor, and other Allies : That 
France fhould likewife yield to him ExU/eSy 
Feneflrelles^ Cbgumounty the Valley of Pre-- 
" gata, and the Land lying between Pied^ 
** mount and Mount Genevere. 

" That the Article about the Demolifhing 
" oi Dunkirk fhould be explained." 

As to Britain^ the Plenipotentiaries were to 
infift, •* That Nieuporti Dendernmdy Gbenty 
and all Places which appekr to be a Barrier 
rather againft England than France^ fhould 
either not be given to the Dutci, or at leafl 
in fuch a Manner, as not U> hinder the 
Queen's Subjeds free Paflage to and fix)m 
" the Low Countries. 

** That the Seventh Article of the Barrier- 
*>* Treaty, which impowereth the States, in cafe 
" of an Attack, to put Troops at Difcretion 
" in all the Places of 'rfie Low CountrieSy fhould 
** be fo explained as to be underftood only of 
" an Attack from France. 

*^ That 
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«* That Britain fhould Trade to the I,^w 
'^ Countries with the fame Privileges as the 
*^ States theinfclves. 



cc 



That the moft ChrifKan King ihould 
acknowledge the Succeffion of Hanover^ 
and immediately oblige the Pretender to 
" leave France ; and that the faid King fhould 
** promife, for himfelf and his Heirs never 
to acknowledge any Perfon for King or 
Queen of England^ otherwife than accord- 
ing to the Settlements now in Force. 
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" That a Treaty of Commerce fhould be 
*^ commenced, as foon as pofiible, between 
^^ JFrance and Great-Britain ; and, in the 
" mean Time, the necefTary Poyits relating to 
" it be fettled, 

« That the Ifle of St. Cbriftopbers fhould 
" be furrendered to the Queen, Hudfon's Bay 
" reftorcd, Placentia and the whole Ifland of 
Newfoundland yielded to Great-Britain by 
the mofl ChrifHan King ; who yrzs likewife 
to quit all Claim to Nova Scotia and jlmuh' 
polis Roy ah 



(C 

cc 
<c 
cc 



** That Gibraltar and Minorca fhould be 
!* annexed to the Briti/h Ccawn, 

P 2 «* That 
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" That the Affiento ftiould be granted to 
" Britain for Thirty Years, with the fame 
" Advantage as to France ; with an extent of 
" Ground on the River of Platan for keeping 
" and refrefliing the Negroes. 

" That Spain fhould grant to the Subjefts 
of GreatSritain as large Privileges as to 
any other Nation whatfoever ; as likewife an 
Exemption of Duties, amounting to an Ad- 
vantage of at leaft Fifteen per cent. 

" That Satisfaction fhould be demanded for 
what fhould appear to be jufUy due to Her 
Majefty from the Emperor and the States. 
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" Lastly, That the Plenipotentiaries 
" fhould confult with thofe of the Proteflant 
V Allies the mofl * effedtual Methods for re- 

floring the Proteflants of France to their. 

Religious and Civil Liberties, and for the 
*/ immediate Releafe of thofe who are now in 
" the Galleys." 

Wh.at Part of thefe Demands were to be 

infifled on, and what were to be given up, 

will appear by the Sequel of this Negotiation. 

But there was no Difficulty of Moment enough 

1 . to 
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to retard the Peace, except a Method for pre- 
venting the Union of France and Spain 
under one Prince, and fetding the Barrier for 
Holland I which Jaft, as claimed by the States, 
could, in Prudence and Safety, be no more 
allowed by us than by France. 

v 

The States - General having appointed 
Monf, Buys to be one of their Plenipotentia- 
ries ^t Utrecht y that Minifter left England a 
few Days after the Loi;d Privy-feal. In his 
laft conference with the Lords of the CoungiU 
he abfolutely declared^ " Th?it his Mafters had 
" ,done their utmoft, both by Sea and Land; 
Thiat it was unrpaibnable to pxpefl: more ; 
That they had exceeded their Proportion, 
even beyond Greaf-Brltatn ; and that a$ to 
f* the Emperor and other Allies, he knew no 
Expedient left for making them adt with 
more Vigour, than to purfue th^m with pa^ 
f5 thetical jExhortaf jops/* 

This Minifter yras fent over hither, in- 
ijrudted and impowered by Halves. The Per- 
ipent raifed by the united Endeavours of our 
Party- leaders, among whom he was a cpn-r 
ftant Fellow-labourer to the utmoft of his 
Skill, had wholly confounded him 5 ^nd, 
thinking to takp the Advantage of nipgotiating 

P 3 well 
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well for Holland at the Expence of Great^Brt^ 
taiity he afted but ill for his own CoUntiy, and 
worfe for the common Caufe. However, the 
Queen's Minifters and he parted with the great- 
eft Civility s and Her Majefty's Prefent was 
double the Value of what is ufual to the 
Chara(3:er he bore. 

» 

As the Queen was determined to alter her 
Meafures in making War, fo (he thought no- 
thing would fo much convince the States of 
the Neceffity of a Peace, as to have them 
frequently put in Mind of this Refolution^ 
which her Ambaffador Strafford^ then at thp 
Maguey was accordingly directed to do : and 
if they fhould objed, of what ill Confequence 
it would be for the Enemy to know Her Ma- 
jefty defigned to leflen her Expences, he might 
anfwer, " That the Minifters here were forry 
" for it; but the Dutch could only blame 
" themfelves, for forcing into fucb a Nccef- 
" fity a Princefs,. to whofe Friendfhip they 
, owed the Prefervation r and Grandeur of 

their Republick, and chufing to lean on a 
*^ broken Fadlion, rather than place their 
•* Confidence in the Queen/' 

It was Her Majefty's eameft Defire, that 
there fhould be a perfed Agreement at this 

Treaty 
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Treaty between the Minifters of all the Allies, 
than which nothing could be more efFedlual to 
make France comply with their juft Demands : 
above all, fhe direfted her Plenipotentiaries to 
enter into the ftrifteft Confidence with thofe 
of Holland I and that, after the States had 
confented to explain the Barrier-Treaty to her 
reafbriable Satisfaction, both Powers (hould 
form between them a Plan of general Peace, 
from which they would not recede, and fuch 
as might fecwre the Quiet of Europe^ as well 
as the particular Interefts of each Confederate. 
The Dutch were accordingly preifed, before the 
Congrefs opened, to come to fome Tempera- 
ment upon that Famous Treaty \ becaufe the 
Minifters here expedted it would be ibon laid 
before the Houfe of Commons, by which the 
Refentment of that Nation would probably ap^ 
pear againft thofe who had been Ad:ors and 
Advifers in it : but Monf. Buys^ who ufually 
ipoke for his Colleagues, was full of Oppo- 
iition, began to expoftulate upon the Advanta- 
ges GreaUBritain had ftipiilated with France^ 
and to infift, that his Mafters ought to ftiare 
equally in them all, but efpecially the Affiento 
Contradt : fo that no Progrefs was made in 
fixing a previous good Correfpopdence between 
Great-Britain and the States, which her Majefty 
had fo ^arneftly recomniended. 

P 4 Certaii* 
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Certain Regulations having been agreed 

upon, for avoiding of Ceremony ind other 

Inconveniencies, the Conferences began at 

Utrecht y upon the Tv^enty-Ninth of January^ 

N. S. One Thoufand Seven Hundred and 

Eleven - Twelve, at Ten in the Mornings 

The Minifters 'of the Allies going into the; 

Town-Houfe at one Door, and thofe of France^, 

at the fame Inftant, at another, they all took 

their Seats without Diflin6lion -, and the Bifhop 

of Brifloly Lord Privy-Seal, firft Plenipoten-. 

tiary of Britain, opened the Aflenably with 
^ (hort Speech, direfted to the Minifters of 

France, in Words to the following EfFe<Jl, 



tc 



Meflieurs, 






" We are here jnet To-day, in the Name 
" of God, to enter upon a Treaty of general 
Peace, between the High Allies and the 
King your Mailer. We bring fincere In- 
tentions, and exprefs Orders from our Supe- 
" riors, to concur, on their Part, with what- 
" ever may advance and perfeft fo falutary 
" and Chriftian a Work. 

" On the other Side we hope you have 
" the fame Difpofition; and that your 

^' Orders 
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** Orders will be fo full} as to be able, with- 
out Lofs of Time, to anlwer the Expeftati- 
on of the High Allies, by explaining your- 
felve^ clearly and roundly in the Points we 
fhall have to fettle upon thefe Conferences j 
and that you will perform this in fo plain 
and fpeciiick a Manner, as every Prince 
and State in the Confederacy niay find a juft 

" and reafonable Satisfadtion. 

The French began, by promifing to explain 
the Overtures which Monl. Me/nag er had de- 
livered to the Queen fome Months before, 
and to give in a fpecifick Projeft of what their 
Mafter would yield, provided the Allies would 
give each a fpecifick Anfwer, by making their 
feveral Peijiands ; which Method, after many 
Pifficulties, and affedted Delays in the Dutcb^ 
was at length agreed to. 

But the States, who had, with the utmofl 
Difconterit, feen Her Majefly at the Head of 
this Negotiation, where they intended to have 
placed themfelves, began to difcover their Ill- 
humour upon every Occafion; they raifed 
endlefs Difficulties about fettling the Barrier- 
Treaty, as the Queen defired 3 and, in one of 
the firfl general Conferences, they would not 
fufFer the Briiijh Secretary to take the Minutes, 

but 
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but nominated fome Dutch Profeflbr for diat 
Office, which the Queen rcfufed, attd refttit- 
ed their Behaviour as an ufele& Cavil^ intend-* 
cd only to flicw their want of Rcfpe€t. The 
Britijh Plenipotentiaries had great Reafon to 
fulpedt, that the Dutch were, at this Time,* 
privately endeavouring to erigage in fome fe- 
perate Meafures with France^ by the Interven- 
tion of one MolOy a bufy factious Agent at 
Amfterdam^ who had been often employed in 
fuch Intrigues : that this was the Caufe which 
made them fo litigious and flow in all their 
Steps, in hopes to break the Congrefs, and 
find better Terms for their Trade and iBarrier,^ 
from the Frencby than we eVer could think fit 
to allow them. The Dutch Minifters did alfo 
apply themfelves with Induftry to cultivate 
the Imperial Plenipotentiary's Favour, in order 
to fecure all Advantages of Commerce with 
Spain and the IVeft-^IndieSy in Cafe thofc Do- 
minions could be procured for the Emperor : 
For this Reafon they avoided fettling any ge- 
neral Plan of Peace, in Concert with the Pleni- 
potentiaries of Great" Br itaitiy which her Ma- 
jefty defired 3 and Monf. Buys plainly told their 
Lordihips^ that it was a Point, which neither 
be nor his Colleagues could confent to, before 
the States were admitted equal Sharers with 
Great-Britain in the Trade of Spain. 

The 
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The Courts having Notice of this untra€ta- 
ble Temper in the Dutchy gave direft Orders to 
the Plenipotentiaries of Great^BritaWy for preflP- 
ing thofe of the States to adjuft the grofe In- 
equalities of the Barrier-Treaty, lince nothing 
was more ufual or agreeable to Reafbn than 
for Princes, who find themfelves aggrieved by 
prejudicial Contradts, to exp?<ft they ihould be 
modified and explained. And iince it now 
appeared by Votes in the Houfe of Commons, 
that the Senfe of the Nation agreed with what 
her Majefly defired, if the Dutch Minifters 
would not be brought to any moderate Terms 
upon this Demand, their Lordfhips were direc- 
tai to improve and amend the particular Con- 
oeffions made to Great^Britain by France^ and 
forni them into a Treaty ; for the Queen was 
determined never to allow the States any Share 
in the Affiento, Gibraltar ^ and Port-Mabon ; 
nor could think it reafonable, that they fliould 
be upon an equal Foot with her in the Trade 
of Spaifiy to the Conqueft whereof they had 
contributed (b little. 



Nor was the Gondudb of the Imperial 
Minifter at this Time lefe perplexing than 
that of the States, both thofe Powers appear- 
ing fully bent, either upon breaking off the 

Ncgoti— 
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Negotiation, or, upon forcing from the Qvieen 
thofe Advantages (he expeded by it for her 
own Kingdoms. Her Majefty therefore thought 
fit, aboui: the Beginning of Marcby to fend 
Mr. Thomas Harley^ a near Relation of the 
Treasurer's, to Utr^cbtj fiilly informed of her 
Mind, which he was directed to conmiunicate 
to the Plenipotentiaries of Britain. 

Mr. HarJey flopped in his way to Vtrecbt 
at the HaguCy and there told the Penfionary, 
That nothing had happened lately in 
England but what was long ago foretold 
him, as well as the other Miniflers of the 
Allies : That the Proceedings of the Houfe 
of Commons, particularly about the Barrier^ 
Treaty, mufl chiefly be afcribMsd to the 
Manner in which the Queen and the Nation 
had been treated by Monf. Botbrnaty Count 
Gallasy BuySy and other foreign Minifl^rs ; 
That if the States would yet enter into a ftri<3; 
" Union with the Queen, give her Satisfaction 
in the faid Treaty, and join in Concert with 
her Plenipotentiaries at Utrecbfy a fafe and 
advantageous Peace might be obtained for 
the whole Alliance ; other^yife her Majefty 
** muft fave her own Country, and join with 
" fuch of her Allies as would join with her. 
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" As to the War, that the Condudt of the 
Allies, and their Oppofition to the Queen, 
by private Intrigues carried on among her 
own Subjefts, ,as well as by open Remon- 
" ftrances, had made the Houfe of Commons 
^* take that Matter out of the Hands of the 
" Minifters. 

" Lastly, that, in Cafe the prefent Treaty 
were broken off by the Dutch refufing to 
comply, Her Majefly thought it reafonable 
to infift, that fome cautionary Places be put 
into her Hands as Pledges, that no other 
Negotiation (hould be entered into by the 
" States^-General, without her Participation." 

Mr. Har ley's Inftrudtions to the Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries were, " That they fhould 
*' prefs thofe of France to open themfelves, 
'* as far as poffible, in concerting fuch a Plan 
" of a general Peace, as might give reafona- 
" ble Satisfaction to all the Confederates, and 
" fuch as her Parliament would approve : 
*' That the People of £«rg-&«rf believed France 
'' would confent to fuch a Plan , wherein if 
** th^ found themfelves deceived, they would 
t' be as eager for profecuting the War as ever." 

Their 
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Their Lordfhips wei*e to decliirc openly to 
the Dutcby " That no Extreniity fliould make 
Her Majefty depart from infifting to have 
the Affiento for her own Subjefts, and to 
keep Gibraltar and Port-Mabon ; but if 
the States would agree with her upon thefe 
** three Heads, fhe would be content to re- 
" duce the Trfide of Spain and the Weft^Indies 
^^ to the Condition it was in under the late 
*^ Catholick King CharUi the 11." 

The French were farther to be prefled, 
** That the Pretender fliould be immediately 
" fent out of that Kingdom ; and that the 
" moft efFedual Method {hould be taken, for 
" preventing the Union of France and Spain 
" under one Prince." 



About this Time her Majefty's Minifters, 
and thoie of the Allies at Utrecht, delivered . 
in the feveral Fojlulata^ or Demands of their 
Matters to the French Plenipotentiaries, which 
having been fince made publick, and all of 
them, \ except thofe of Great^Britaihy vcty 
much varying in the Courfe of the Negotiation, 
the Reader would be but ill entertained with 
a. Tranfcript of them here. 



Upon 
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Upon Intelligence of the laft Dauphin's 
Death, the Father, Son, and Grandfon, all 
of that Tide, dying within the Compais of a 
Year, Monf. Gaultier went to Francey , with 
Letters to the Marquis of Tbrry, to' propofe her 
M ajefty's Expedient for preventing the Union 
of that Kingdom with Spain ; which, as it 
was the moft important Article to be fettled, 
in order to fecure Peace for Europe^ fo it was 
a Point that required to be fpeedily adjufted 
under the prefent Circumftances and Situation 
of the Bourion Fzmjlyy there being only left 
a Child of Two Years old to ftand between 
the Duke of jinjou and his fucceeding to the 
Crown of France. 

Her Majefty likewife prefled France^ by the 
fame Diipatches^ to fend full Inftrudtions to 
her Plenipotentiaries, empowering them to 
offer to the Allies fuch a Plan of Peace, as 
might give reafonable Satisfadion to all her 
Allies. 

« 

The Queen's Propofal for preventing an 
Union between France and Spain was, " that 
** Philip fhould formally renounce the King- 
" dom of France for himfelf and his Pofte- 
t[ rity ; and that this Renunciation fhould be 

" coi^bned 
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" confirmed by the Courts or States of Spaifr, 
who, without QuefKon, would heartily 
concur againfl: fuch an Union, by which 
their Country muft become a Province to 

" France.'' In like Manner, the French 

Princes of the Blood were fp vcrally to renounce 

all Title to Spain. 

The French raifed many Difficulties upon, 
feveral Particulars of this Expedient ; but the 
Queen perfifted to refufe any Plan of Peace 
before this weighty Point were fettled in the 
Manner fhe propofed, which was afterwards 
fubmittjcd to, as in proper Place we fliall ob- 
ferve. In the mean Time, the Negotiation at 
Vtrecbt proceeded with a very flow Pace 3 the 
Dutch interpofing all Obftrudtions they could 
contrive, refiifing to come to any reafonable 
Temper upon the Barrier-Treaty, or to offer 
a Plan, in Concert with the Queen, for a 

general Peace. Nothing lefs would fatisfy 
them, than the Partaking in thofe Advantages 
we had flipulated for ourfelves, and which did 
no ways interfere with their Trade or Security. 
They ftill expedted fome Turn in England^, 
their Friends on this Side had ventured to 
afTure them, that the Queen could not live 
many Mohdis, which, indeed, frorti the bad 
State of her Majefty's Health, was reafonable 

to 
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to expeft- The Britijh Plenipotentiaries cjaily 
difcovered new Endeavours of Holland to txczt 
privately with . France ; and, laftly, thofe 
among the States, who defired the War fhould 
continue, ftrove to gain Time, until the Cam- 
paign fhould open 5 and, by refolving to enter 
iilto Adion with the firft Opportunity,' render 
all Things deiperate, and break up the Con- 
grefs. 

This Scheme did exa<3:ly fall in with Prince 
Eugenes Diipofitions, whom the States had 
chofen for their General, and of whofe Con- 
dudt, in this Conjuncture, the Queen had too 
jtiiuch Reafon to be jealous s but her Majefty, 
who was refolved to do her utmoft towards 
putting a good and fpeedy End to this War, 
having placed the Duke of Ormond at the 
Head of her Forces in Flanders j whither he 
was now arrived, directed him to keep all 
the Troops in Briti/h Pay, whether Subjeds 
or Foreigners, immediately under his own 
Command, and to be cautious, for a while, 
in engaging in any Adion of Importance, im- 
lefs upon a very apparent Advantage. At the 
fame time the Queen determined to make one 
thorough Trial of the Difpofition of the 
States, by allowing them the utmoft Concef- 
lionsj that could any way fuit either with her 

Vot. IX. . Q^ Safety 
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Safety or Honour. She therefore dire£ted her 
Minifters at Utrecht, to tell the Dufcb, " That, 
** in order to fhew how defirous fhe was to 
live in perfed Amity with that Republick, 
fhe would refign up the fifteen per cent. 
Advantage upon Englip Goods fent to the 
Spani/h Dominions, which die French King 
had offered her by a Power from his Grand- 
" fbn, and be content to reduce that Trad6 to 
the State in which it was under the late King 
of Spain. She would accept of any tolerable 
foftening of thefe Words in the Sevendi Arti- 
cles of the Barrier-Treaty, where it is faid, 
" the States fhall have Power, in cafe of an 
apparent Attack, to put as many, Troops as 
they pleafe into all the Places of the Nether- 
** lands, without fpecifying an Attack jfrom 
" the Side of France, as ought to have been 
done I othefwife, the Queen might juflly 
think they were |>reparirig themfelyes 
for a Rupture vwth Great - Britain. Her 
'* Majefly like wife confented, that the States 
fhould keep Nieuport, Dendermtmd, and the 
Caflle of Ghent, as an Addition to their 
Barrier, although fhe were fenfible how 
injurious thofe Conceffions would be to the 
Trade of her Subjedis; and would wave 
the Demand of OJiendhang delivered into^ 
her Hands, which fhe might with Juflicc 

« infift 
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•* infift on. In return of all this, that the 
** Queen only defired the Minifters of the 
** States would enter into a clofe Correipond- 
" ence with her's, and fettle between them 
** fome Plan of a General Peace, which 
might give reafonable Content to all her 
Allies, and which her Majefty would en- 
deavour to bring trance to confent to. She 
deiired the Trade of her Kingdoms to the 
** Netherlands y and to the Towns of their 
" Barrier, might be upon as good a Foot as 
" it was before the War began : That the 
" Dutch would not infift to have fhare in the 
Affiento, to which they had not the leaft 
Pretentions, aiid that they would nS longer 
encourage the Intrigues of a Fadion againft 
her-Government. Her Majefty affured them 
in plain Terms, that her own future Mea- 
fures, and the Coriduft of her Plenipoten- 
tiaries, fhould be wholly governed by their 
<* Behaviour in thefe Points; and that her 
** Offers were only conditional, in cafe of 
" their Compliance with what (he defired.". 

fcuT all thefe Proofs of the Queen's Kind- 
ncfs and Sincerity could not avail. The 
Dutch Minifters pleaded, they had no Power 
to concert the JPlan of general Peafce with thofe 
of Great^Britain : However, they affured the 

Q^ latter 
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latter, that the Affiento was the only DifBoal- 
ty which ftuck with their Mafters. Where- 
upon, at their Defire, a Contraft for that 
Traffick was twice read to them ; after which 
they appeared very well fatisfied, and faid they' 
would go to the Hague for furdier Inftrudions. 
Thither they went, and, after a Week's Ab- 
fence, returned the fame Anfwer, " That 
" they had no Power to fettle a Scheme of 
^* Peace; but could only difcourfe of it, 
when the Difficulties of the Barrier-Treaty 
were over.** And Monf. Buys took a Jour- 
ney to Amfierdamy on Purpofe to ftir up that 
City, where he was Penfionary, againft yield- 
ing the Affiento to Great-Britain ; but was 
unfucefsfiil in his Negotiation jthe Point being 
yielded up there, and in moft other Towns in 
Holland. 

It will have an odd Sound in Hiftory, and 
appear hardly credible, that in feveral petty 
RepubUcks of fmgle Towns, which make up 
the States-General, it Ihould be formally de- 
bated, whether the Qncen of Great- Britain, 
who preferved the Commonwealth at the 
Charge of fo many Millions, fhould be fufFer- 
cd to enjoy, after a Peace, the Liberty grant- 
ed her by Spain of felling jifrican Slaves in 
the Spanift) Dominions of America ! But there 
was a prevailing Fadion at the Haguey vio- 
lently 
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kntly bent againft any Peace, where the 
Queen muft aft that Part which they had in- 
tended for themfelyes. Thefe Politicians, 
who held conftant Gorreipondence with their 
old dejeCted Friends in England^ were daily 
fed with the vain Hopes of the Queen's 
Death, or the Party's Reftoration. They 
likewife endeavoured to ipin out the Time, till 
Prince Eugenes Activity had puflied on fome 
great Event, which mighf govern or perplex 
the Conditions of Peace. Therefore the 
Dutch Plenipotentiaries, who proceeded by 
the Inftruftions of thofe miftaken Patriots, 
afted in every Point with a. Spirit of Litigiouf- 
nefs, than which nothing could give greater 
Advantage to the Enemy; a ftridt Union be- 
tween the Allies, but efpecially Great- Britain 
SLXidHoliandj being doubtlefs the only Means 
for procuring fafe and honourable Tprms 
fron) France,. 

But neither was this the worft; for the 
Qijeen jreceived undoubted intelligence from 
JJtrecht^ that the Dutch were again attempting 
a feparate Corrcfpondence with trance. And 
by Letters, intercepted here, from Vienna^ if 
was found, that the Imperid Court, whpfc 
Minifters were in the utmoft Confidence with 
Ifhofe of Holland^ exprefled the moft furious 

Q^ Rage 
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Rage againft her Majcfly, for the Steps flieiiad 
taken to advance a Peace. 

This unjuftifiable Treatment the Queen 
could not digeft from an Ally, upon whom 
fhe had conferred fo many fignal Obligations, 
whom ihe had ufed with fo much Indulgence 
and Sincerity during the whole Courfe of the 
Negotiation, and had fo often invited to go 
along with her in every Motion towards a 
Peace. She apprehended likewife, that the 
Negotiation might be taken out of her Hands, 
if France could be fecure of eafier Conditions 
in Hollandy or might think that Greats-Britain 
wanted Power to ihfluence the whole Confede- 
racy. She refolved therefore, on this Occafion, 
to exert herfelf with Vigour, Steadinefs, and 
Diipatch 5 and, in the Beginning oi May^ fent 
her Conimands to the Earl of Strafford to 
repair immediately to 'England^ in order to 
confult with her Minifters what was proper to 
be done. 

The Propofal above-mentioned, for pre- 
venting the Union of France and Spdin^ met 
with many Difficulties \ Mopf. de Torcy rai- 
fing Objeftions again feveral Parts of it. But 
the Queen refufed to proceed any farther with 
FrancCy until this weighty Point were fully 

fettled 
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fettled to her Satisfadion j after which, fhe 
promifed to grant a Sufpenfion of Arms^ pro- 
vided the Town and Citadel of Dunkirk might 
be delivered as a Pledge into her Hands ; and 
propofed that Ipres might be furrendered to 
the Dutcb^ if they would .confent to come 
into the Sufpenfion. France abfolutely refuf- 
cd the latter ; and the States-General having 
a<fted in perpetual Contradidtion to her Maje- 
fty, fhe prefled that Matter no farther ; be- 
caufe fhe doubted they would not agree to a 
CefTation of Arms. However, fhe refblved to 
put a fpeedy End, or at 1 eafl IntcrmifHon to 
her own Share in the War : and the French 
having declared themfelves ready to agree to 
her Expedients, for preventing the Union of 
the two Crowns, and confented to the Delive- 
ry of Dunkirk ; pofitive Orders were fent to 
the Duke of Ormond to avoid engaging in any 
Battle or Siege, until he had further InflruSi- 
ons ; but he was directed to conceal his 
Orders, and to find the beft Excufes he could, 
if any preffing Occafion fhould offer. 

The Reafons fof this unufiiai Proceeding, 
which made a mighty Noife, were of fufHci- 
cnt Weight to juflify it j for, purfuant to the 
Agreement made between us and France^ a 
Courier was thep difpatched from Fqntain^ 
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i)hau to Madridy with the ofFer of an Alter- 
native to Philipy either of refigning Spain 
immediately to the Duke of Savoy ^ upon the 
Hopes of fucceeding to Francey and fomc 
prcfent Advantage, which, not having been 
accepted, is needlefs to dilate on ; or of ad- 
hering to Spairty and renouncing all future 
Claim to France for himfelf and his Pofterity. 
Until it could be known which part Philip 
would accept, the Queen would not take pof- 
feffion of Dtmkirky nor fuffer an Armiftice to 
be declared. But, however, fince thp moft 
Chriftiah King had agreed that his Grandfon 
fhoiild be forced in Cafe of a Refufal, to 
make his Choice immediately, her Majefly 
could not endure to think, that perhaps fome 
Thoufands of Lives of her own Subjefts and 
Allies might be facrificed, without Necefflty^ 
if an Occafion fhould be found or fought for 
fighting a Battle ; which, ftie very well knew. 
Prince Eugene would eagerly attempt, and put 
all into Confufion, to gratify his own Ambi- 
tion, the Enmity of his new Maflers the 
Dutcby and the Rage of his Court. 



But the Duke of Ormondy who, with ever 
ry other Qiiality that can accompli(h or adorn 
a great Man, inherits all the Valour and 
Loyalty of his Anceflprs, found it very difH^, 
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cult to acquit himfelf of his Commiffion ; for 
Prince Eugene, and all the Field-Deputies of 
the States, had begun already to talk either 
of attacking the Enemy, or befieging ^e- 
Jkoyy the Confederate* Army being now all 
joined by the Troops they expefted ; and ac- 
cordingly, about three Days after the Duke 
had received thofe Orders from Court, it was 
propofed to his Grace, at a meeting with the 
Prince and Deputies, that the French Arn(iy 
Ihould be attacked, their Camp having been 
viewed, and a great Opportunity offering to do 
k with Succefs : For die Marechal de Fil/ars, 
who had Notice fent him by M onf. de Torcy of 
what was paffing, and had fignified the fame 
by a Trumpet to the Duke, fhewed lefs Vigi- 
lance than was ufual to that General, taking 
no Precautions to fecure his Camp, or obfervc 
the Motions of the Allies, probably on Pur- 
pofe to provoke them ; the Duke faid, " That 
*' the Earl of Strafford's fudden Departure for 
*' England made him believe there was fome-* 
" thing of Confequence now tranfadting, 
•^ which would be known in four or five 
^* Days; and therefore defired they would de- 
" fer this or any odier Undertaking, until he 
^* could receive frefh Letters from England.'^ 
Whereupon die Prince andDeputies immediate- 
ly told the Duke, " That they looked for fuch an 

" Anfwer 
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Anfwer as he had given them : That they 
had fulpedled our Meafures for fbme time, 
and their Siifpicions were confirmed by the 
Exprefs his Grace had fo lately received, as 
well as by the Negligence of Monf. Ft liars J[ 
They appeared extremely diifatisfied; anddie 
Deputies told the Duke, that they would im- 
mediately fend an Account of his Anfwer to 
their Maftersf, which they accordingly did; and 
foon after, by Order froni the States, wrote 
him an expoftulating Letter, in a Style lefs 
reipedtful than became them ; defiring him, 
among other Things, to explain himfelf,* 
whether he had pofitive Orders not to fight the 
French ; and afterwards told him, ** They 
" were fure he had fuch Orders, otherwife he 
" could not Anfwer what he had done." But 
the Duke ftill waved the Queftion, faying, 
" He would be glad to have Letters firom 
" Englandy before he entered upon Adtion, 
" and that he expefted them daily**' 



Upon this Incident, the Minifters and Generals 
of the Allies immediately took the Alarm, vent- 
ing their Fury in very violent Expreflipns againft 
the Queen, and thofe ftie employed in herCounr 
cils: faid, they were betrayed by Great-Britainj 
and affumed the Countenance of thofe who 

think 
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think they have received an Injury, and were 
diipoied to return it. 

The Duke of Ormondes Army confifted of 
Eighteen Thoufand of her Majefty's Subjeds, 
and about Thirty .Thoufand hired from other 
Prinires, either vrholly by the Queen, or joint- 
ly by her and the States. The Duke imme- 
diately informed the Court of the Difpofitions 
he found among the Foreign Generals upon 
this Occalion : and that, upon an Exigency, 
he could only depend on the Britijh Troops 
adhering to him ; thofe of Hanover y having al- 
ready determined to defert to the Dutcbj 
tempted the Danes to do the like, and that he 
had Reaibn to fuppofe the fame of the reft. 

Upon the News arriving at Utrecht ^ that 
the Duke of Orntond had refufed to engage in 
any Adtion againft the Enemy, the Dutch 
Minifters there went immediately to make 
their Complaints to the Lord Privy-feal ; ag- 
gravating the Strangenefs of this Proceeding, 
together with the Confequence of it, in the 
Lofs of a moft favourable Opportunity for 
ruining the French Army, and the Difcontent 
it muft needs create in the whole Body of the 
Confederates. Adding, how hard it was that 
they fhould be kept in the dark, and have no 

Comntuni- 
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Communication of what was done in a Point 
which fb nearly concerned them. They con- 
cluded that the Duke muft needs have a<3:ed 
by Orders 5 and defired his Lordfhijp to write 
both to Court, and to his Grace, what they 
had now faid. 

The Bifhop anfwered, " That he knew 
nothing of tliis Fadt, i>ut what they had 
lold him ', and therefore was not prepared 
with a Reply to their Reprefentations : only, 
in general, he could venture to fay, that 
this Cafe appeared very like the Condudt of 
their Field-Deputies upon former Occafi- 
ons : that if fuch Orders were given, they 
were certainly built upon very juftifiable 
Foundations, and would foon be fo ex- 
plained, as to convince the States, and 
all the World, that the Common Intereft 
would be better provided for another Way, 
than by a Battle or Siege ; That the Want 
" of Communication, which they complained 
of, could not make the States fo uneafy as 
their declining to receive it had made .thp 
Queen, who had ufed her utmoft Endea- 
vours to perfuade them to cd'ncur with her 
in concerting every Step towards a general 
Peape, and fettling fuch a Plan as both Skies 
might approve and adhere to ; but, to this 

Day, 
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** Day, the States had not thought fit to ac- 
" cept thofe Offers, or to authorife any of 
*' their Minifters to treat with her Majefty's 
" Plenipotentiaries upon that Affair, although 
^ they had been preiTed to it ever fince die 
Negotiation began : That his Lordfhip, to 
fhew that he did not fpeak his private Senfe 
alone, took this Opportunity to execute 
" the Orders he had received the Evening 
" before, by declaring to them, that all her 
" Majefly's Offers for adjufling the Differ- 
" ences between her and the States were found- 
" ed upon this exprefs Condition, That ^ey 
** fhould come immediately into the Queen's 
** Meafures, and a<ft openly and fincerely 
" with her -, and that, from their Condudl, 
fo diredly contrary, fhe now looked upon 
herfelf to be under no Obligation to them/* 



m 



MoNs. Buys and his Colleagues were flun-. 
cd with this Declaration, made to them at a 
Time when they pretended to think the Right 
of Complaining to be on their Side, and had 
come to die Bifhop upon that Errand. But 
after their Surprife was abated, and Buys's long 
Reafonings at an End, they began to think 
how Matters might be retrieved ; and were of 
Opinion, that the States fhould immediately 
dilpatch a Minifler to Englan3y unlefs his 

Lordfhip 



cc 



238 73^ HISTORY e)/ 

LfOrcUhip were impowered to treat with them ; 
which> without new Commands, he iaidhe 
was not. They afterwards defired to know of 
the Bi{hop» what the Meaning was of the 
laft WcMrds in his Declaration, " That her 
Majcfty looked upon herfelf to be under no 
Obligation to them/' He told them his 
Opinion, " That as the Quein was bound by 
" Treaty to concert with the States the Con- 
" ditions of a Peace, fo, upon their declining 
** th? Concert fo frequently ofFered,^ fhe was 
** acquitted of that Obligation; but that he 
*^ verily believed, whatever Mealures her Ma- 
" jefly fhould take, ihe would always have 
"a Friendly Regard to the Intereftof their 
^^ Commonwealth ; and that as their Unkind- 
" nefs had been very unexpected and difagree- 
** able to her Majefly, fo their Compliance 
*' would be equally pleafing." 

I HAVE been the more circumftantial in re- 
lating this Affair, becaufe it fumiflied Abun- 
dance of Difcourfe, and gave Rife to many 
wild Conje^res and Mifreprefentations, as 
well here as in Hollandy efpecially that Part 
which concerned the Duke of Ormond; for 
the angry Fadlion in the Houfe of Conmions, 
upon the firft Intelligence, that the Duke had 
declined to aft ofFenfively againft France, in 

Concurrence 
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Concurrence with the Allies, moved for an 
Addrefs, wherein the Queen fhould be inform- 
ed of *^ the deep Concern of he^ Coitimons 
" for the dangerous Confequences to the 
" Common Caufe, which muft arife from this 
Proceeding of her General ; and to befeech 
her, that i|)eedy Inftrudtions might be given 
to the Duke to profecute thie War with 
Vigour, in order to quiet the Minds of her 
People, Sfr." But a great Majority was 
againft this Motion, and a Refolution drawn 
up and prefented to the Queen by the whole 
Houfe of a quite contrary Tenour, " That 
'* they had an intire Confidence in her lyia- 
" jefty's moft gracious Promife, to communi- 
" cate to her Parliament the Teprms of the 
" Peace, before the fame ftiould be concluded ; 
and that they would fupport her Majefty, in 
obtaining an honourable and fafe Peace, 
againft all fuch Perfons, either at Home or 
** Abroad, who have endeavoured, or (halt 
*^ endeavour, to obftru<9: the fame." 

The Courier fent with the Alternative to 
Spain was now returned, with an Account 
diat Pbiiip had chofen to renounce Fr^^^^ for 
himfelf and his Pofterity j whereof the Queen 
having received Notice, het Majefty, upon 
the Sixth of June^ in a long Speech to both 

Houfes 
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Houfes of Parliament, laid before them the 
Terms of a general Peace, ftipulated between 
her and France. This Speech, being the Plan 
whereby both France and the Allies have been 
obliged to proceed in the fubfequent Courfe of 
the Treaty, I fliall defire the Reader's Leave 
to infert it at Length, although I believe ft 
hath been already in mofl Hands. 



€€ 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



*' The making Peace and War is the un- 
doubted Prerogative of the Crown ; yet 
fuch is the juft Confidence I place in you, 
that, at the opening of this Seffion, I ac- 
quainted you that a Negotiation for a gene- 
ral Peace was begun ; and afterwards, by 
Meflages, I promifed to communicate to 
you the Terms of Peace, before the fame 
" fliould be concluded. 
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" In purfuance of that Promife, I now 
come to let you know upon what Terms a 
general Peace may be made. 

" I need not mention the Difficulties which 
afife from the very Nature of this Affair ; 
and it is but too apparent, that thefe Diffi- 
culties have been increafed by other Ob- 

" ftruQions, 
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'^ fkudtions, artfully contrived to hinder thisi 
^* great and good Work* 



" Nothing, however, hath moved me from 
ft^adily purfuing, in the firfl place, the true 
Interefts of my own Kingdoms ; and I have 
not omitted iny thing, which might procure 
to all our Allies what is due to them by 
Treaties^ and what is neceflary for their 
Security. 



C€ 



CC 



C€ 



€€ 



€C 



€i 



<€ 



<€ 



** The afliiring of the Proteftant Succeflion, 
as by Law eftablifhed in the Houfe of Ha-- 
novety to thefe Kingdoms, being >yhat I 

** have neareft at Heart, particular Care is 
taken not only to have that acknowledged 
in theftrongeft Terms, but to have an addi- 
tional Security, by the renioval of that 

" Perfon out of the Dominions of Francet 

** who hath pretended to difturb this Settle- 

*' ment« 
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" The Afiprehenfion that Spain and the 
'* WeJi'IniUei might be united to France was 
** the chief Inducement to begin this War ; 
" and the effedhial preventing fuch an Union 
* « was the Principle I laid down at the Com- 
piencement of this Treaty ; former Exam- 
ples, and the late Negotiations, fufficiently 
Vol. IX. R fhe>Y 
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'< (hew how difficult it is to find-ineanft to 
accomplifh this Work, I would not con-^ 
tent myfelf with fuch as are fpeculative, ot' 
depend on Treaties only : I infilled on what 
** was folid> and to have at hand the Power of 
*^ executing what fhould be agreed. 
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" I CAN therefore now tell you, that France 
at laft is brought to offer, that the Duke of 
Anjm ihall, for himfelf and his Ddcendants^ 
" renounce for ever all Claim to the Crown 
" of France \ and that this important Article 
may be expofed to no Hazard, the Perform- 
ance is to accompany the Promife. 
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" At the fame Time the Succeffion to die 
" Crown of France is to be , declared, after 
** the Death of the pi-efcnt Dauphin and his 
♦' Sons, to be in the Duke of Berry and his 
** Sons, in the Duke of Olean% and his Sons> 
"and fo on to the reft of the Houfe of 
" Bourbon. 

*• As to Spam and die Indieiy die SuccefE- 
** on to thofe Dominions, after the Duke of 
'' Jjtjm and his Children, is to defcend to 
** fuch Prince as (hall be agreed upon at the 
,*' Treaty, for ever excluding die reft of the 
*• Houfe of Bourbon. 
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# • * 
'* For cbi^nniiig the Renuivoiatiolis and 
''' Setdemems befbfe-mentii^ed, it is furdier 
^' ofiered) that th^y ihould he ratified in the 
^' tndl iS^ong aikl folemn Manner, both iii 
** JF>-tfw^ and J/^i^m; and that thof6 King- 
" doms, as well as aU the other Powers fen- 
" gaged in the prefent War, fhall be Guaran- 
^* tees to the fame. 

" The Kature of this Propofal is fuch, 
** that it executeth hfelf: The Intereft of 
*^ Spain is to fupport it; and in France^ the 
•* Perfons, to whom that Socceffion is to be- 
^^ long, will be ready and powerful enough 
** to vindicate their own right. 

" PrMce and Spain are now more effeftu- 
** ally divided than ever. And thus, by the 
** BldSing of God, will a real Balance of 
** Powet be fixed in l^unpe^ and remain lia- 
** ble to as few Accidents as human Affairs 
f * can be exempted from. 

*' A Treaty of Commerce between thefe 
** Kingdoms and France hath been entered 
** upon, but the exceffive Duties laid on Ibme 
** Goods, and .the Prohibitions of others, 
^ make it impoffible to finifh this Work fo 

R 2 " foon 
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'* foon as were to be defired. Care is how^ 
•^ ever taken to cftablifli a Method of filing 
" this Matter i and in the mean time Provifi-» 
on is made, that the fame Privileges and 
Advantages, as fhall be granted to any 
** other Nation by France, fhall be granted 
" in like Manner to us. 
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The Divifion of the Ifland of Sf. Cbrifta^ 
pbery between us and the Frencbi having 
" been the Caufe of great Inconveniency and 
" Damage to my Subjedts, I have demanded 
" to have an abiplute Ceffion made to me of 
*' the whole Ifland^ and France agrees to this 
** Demand, 

** Our Intereft is fo deeply concerned in 

" the Trade of North America, that I have 

** ufed my utmoft endeavours to adjuft that Ar- 

*' tide in the moft beneficial Manner. France 

** 9onfenteth toreftore to us the whole Bay and . 

Streights oi Hudfon^ to deliver up the Ifland 

of Newfoundland^ with Placentia 5 and to 

make an abfolute Ceffion of Annapolis^ 

with the reft of Nova Scotiay or Accadie : 

The Safety of our Home Trade will be 

better provided for by the' Demolition of • 
" Dunkirk. 
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. " Our Mediterranean Trade, and the Bri- 
^^ tijh Intercft and Influence in thofe Parts, 
^* will be fecured by the Pofleflion of Gi- 
" hraltar and Port-Mabm,^ with the whole 
*^ Ifland of Minorca J which are offered to 
" remain in my Hands, 



cc 



Xi 



<c 



<c 



<c 



cc 



cc 



<c 



" The Trade to Spain and the Weji-In^ 
dies may in general be fettled, as it was 
in the Time of the late King of Spain^ 
Charles the lid. and a particular Provifion 
be made^ that all Advantages, Rights, or 
Privileges > which have been granted, of 
may hereafter be granted, by Spain to 
any other Nation, (hall be in like Manner 
granted to the SubjeiSts of Great- Britain. 



•* But the Part which we have borne in 
** the Profecution of this War intitling us 
** to fome Diftin<5tibn in the Terms of Peacei 
I have infifted, and obtained, that the 
Afliento, or Contrail for furnifhing the 
Spanijh fFefi-Indies with Negroes, fliall 
*^ be made with us for the Term of thirty 
" Years, in the fame Manner as it has been 
^* enjc^ed by the French for ten Years paft, 

" I H4VK pot taHcn Upon nie to detemjine 
f^ jhfi Interefts of our Confederates j thefe 

R 7 ^' muft 
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" muft be adjuftcd in the Congrefs at Utrecbf^ 
*< where my bcft Endeavours ihall be em- 
" ployed, as they have hitherto conftantly been, 
*^ to procure to every one of them all juft and 
^* reafonable STatisfadicMi. In the m^an Time, 
^^ I think it proper to acqu^nt you, that 
" France offereth to make the Rhine the Bar- 
" rier of the Empire j to yield Brijac, the 
" Fort of Keb/y and Landauy and to rafe all 
" the Fortrefles, both on the oth?r Side of 
^ the Bhiney and in that River. 

** As to the Proteftant Intereft in Germanyj 
" there will be on the Part of France no 
" Objedion to* the resettling thereof, on the 
f * Foot of the Treaty of Wejipbalia. 
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" The Spani/h Low Countries may go to 
his Imperial Majeily : the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sardinia^ the Dutchy of Aff- 
lan^ and the Places belonging to Spain on 
the Coaft of ^ujcany^ may likewife be 
yielded by the Treaty of Peace to the Em- 
peror. 



"As to the Kingdom of Sicify^ though 
" there remains no Dilpute concerning the 
^* Ceflion of it by the Duke of Anjou^ yet 

" the 
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'* the Diipoiition thereof is not yet deter- 
** mined. 

** The Interefts of the States-General, 
** with Reipcdt to Commerce, are agreed to, 
** as they have been demanded by their own 
*' Minifters, with the Exception only of ibme 
** very few Species of Merchandize 5 and the 
*' intire Barrier, as demanded by the -States 
" in One thoufand feven hundred and nine, 
** from France f except two or three Places 
•' at moft. 



<c 
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As to thefe Exceptions, feveral Expe- 
dients are propofed; and I make no doubt 
*^ but this Barrier may be fo fettled, as to 
** render that Republic perfedly fccure againft 
" any Enterprize on the Part of France ; 
" which is the Foundation of all my En- 
** gagements upon this Head with the States. 



The Demands of Portugal depending on 
the Diipoiition of Spain^ and that Article 
having been long in Difpute, it hath not 
been yet poffible to make any confider- 
able Progrefs therein j but my Plenipoten- 
tiaries will now have an Opportunity to 
« afSft that King in his Pretenfions. 

R 4 " " Those 
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« 

" Those of the King of Prujpa are fuch 
•* as, I hope, will admit of little Difficulty on 
** the Part of France \ and my utmoft En- 
** deavours ihall r^ot be wanting to procure 
^* all I am $ble to fo good an Ally. 

* 

" The Difference between the Barriep 
" depianded for the Duke of Savoy, in One. 
" thoufand feven hi^ndrgd and nine, and the 
*^ Offers npw inade by Prance, . is yery in-r 
" coniiderable :^ but, that. Prince having fo 
" iignally diflinguifhed himfelf in the iSer- 
*^ vice of the common Caufe, I am endea- 
^^ vouring to procure for him flUl farther Ad^ 
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France hath confen^ied, that the Ele&or 
Palatine ihal} continue his prefent Rank 
" apiong the Eleftors, and rcnjadn inPoflfeffin 
" on of the upper Palatinate. 






The eledoral Dignity is likewife ac- 
knowledged in the Houfe, of Hanover, 
according to the Article inferted ^t that 
" Prince's Delire in ipy Demands. 

" And as to tthe refl of the Allies, I ipiake. 
** no doubt of being ^ble to fecure their fe- 
" veral Interefts. <* My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 



*^ I HAVE now communicated to you, not 
only the Terms of Peace, which may, by 
the future Treaty, be obtained for my own 
^* Subjedls i* but likewife the Propoials of 
France, for fatisfying our Allies. 
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*' The former are fuch as I have Reaibn 
" to expefl:, to make my Peoplefome Amends 
'^ for that great and unequal Burden which 
they have lain under, through the whole 
Courfe of this War ; and I am willing to 
hope^ that none of our Confederates, and 
elpecially thofe to whom fo great Acceflions 
of Dominion and Power are to accrue by 
this Peace, will envy Great-Britain her 
^* Share iji the GJory apd Advantage of it. . 
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*^ The latter are not yet fo perfedtly ad- 
^^ jufted, as a little more Time might have 
" rendered them j but the Seafon of the Year 
^* n^aking it necefTary to put an End to this 
^* Seflipn, I refolved no longer to defer com- 
^* municating thefe matters to you. 

." I CAN make no doubt but you are all 
f * fully perfuaded, th^t nothing will be heg- 

" lefted 
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m^ Ie£ted on my Part, in the Prpgrcfs of the 
Negotiation, to bring die Peace to an kappy 
and ipeedy liTue ; and I depend on your tn-^ 

" tire Confidence in me, and your cHearful 

•* Concurrence with me." 

The difcontented Party in the Hou/e of 
^Conynons, finding the Torrent againft them 
not to be ftemmed, fu^nded their Oppofi-- 
tion ; by which Means an Addrefs was voted, 
nerfiine cmtradicente^ to acknowledge her Ma- 
jefty*s Condeicenfion, to exprefs their Satif"- 
fadtion in what (He had already done, and to 
defire fhe would plea& to proceed widi the 
jMTcfent Negotiations f6r the pb^mmga %eedy 
Peace. 

During thefe Tranfa6tions at Home, the 
Duke of Ormond was in a very uneafy Si- 
tuation at the Army, employed in pradtifing 
thofc Arts which perhaps are fitter for a iiib- 
tilc Negotiator thjin a great Comrhander. But 
as he had always proved his Obedience, 
where Courage or Conduft could be of Ufe j 
fo the Duty he profefled to his Prince made 
him fubmit to continue in a State of Inadi- 
vity at the Head of his Troops, however con- 
trary to his Nature, if it were for her Ma- 
jefty's Service. He had fcnt early Notice to 

the 
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the IVfiniflerS) that he could not d^nd upon 
die foreign Forces in the Queen's Pay^ and 
he now found ibme Attempts were already 
begun to feduce diem« 

While the Courier was expetfted from 
Madrid^ the Didce had Orders to inform the 
Marechal de "Viilars of the true State of 
this Affair t mat his Grace would have de- 
cifive Orders in three or' foUr Days. In the 
mean Time> he deiired the Marechal would 
not oblige him to come to any Aiftion, either 
to defend himfelf, or to join with Prince 
Eugene's Armyj which he mufl neceifarily 
do, if the Prince were attacked. 

When the Courier was arrived with the 
Account, that Philip had chofen to accept 
of Spaifiy her Majefty had propofed to France 
a Su^hfion of Arms for two Months (to 
be prolonged three or four), between the 
Armies now in Fhmders^ upon the following 
Conditions: 






That, during the Sulpenfion, Endea- 
vours fhould be ufed for concluding a ge- 
"peral Peacej or, at leaft, the Article for 
*• preventing the Union of France and Sp^in^ 
** fhould be pun£hially executed by Philif% 



" renounce- 
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renouncing France^ for hiniielf and hxft 
Pofterity 5 and the Princes of Bourlimy in 
like Manner, renouncing Spain : and that 
" the Town, Citadel, and Forts of Dunkirky 
" fhould be immediately delivered into the 
" Queen s Hands." Her Majefly at the fame 
Time endeavoured to get Cambray for the 
Dutcb^ provided they would come into the 
Sufpenfion. But this was abfolutely rejedled 
by France^ which that Court would never 
have ventured to do, if thofe Allies could have 
been prevailed on to have a(9;ed with Sinceri- 
ty and Opennefs in Concert witfi her Ma- 
jefty, as her Plenipotentiaries had always de- 
fired. However, the Queen promiied, thatt. 
if the States would yield to a Sulpenfion of 
Arms, they ihquld have fome valuable Pl?<%e 
put into d>eir Ppfleffion, 

■ > 
But now frefli Intelligence daily arrived, 

both from Utrecht an4 the Army, of At- 
tempts to njake the Troops in her Majefty's 
Pay defert her Service ; and a Defign even of 
feizing the Britifh Forces was whifpered 
about, and with Reafon fufpedked. . 

» 

When the Queen's $pe(:ch was publiihed, 
in ^ollandt the Lord Privy-leal txAd the 
Dutch Minifters at Utrecht,. " Thjit what 

"her 
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** licr Majefty had laid before her Parlia- ' 
^* ment could not, according to the Rules of 
" Treaty, be looked on as the utmofl of 
f* what France would yidd in the Courfe of 
a Negotiation J but only the utn^oft of 
what that Grown would propofe, in or- 
^* deir to form the Plan of a Peace : That 
** theie Conditions would certainly have been 
^\ better^ if the States had thought fit to ^ 
have gone Hand in Hand with her Ma- 
jefty, as (he had fo frequently exhorted 
them to do : That Nothing but the Want 
of Harmony among the Allies, had ipirit- 
ed the French to ftand out fo long : That 
the Queen would do them all the good 
Offices in her Power, if they thought fit 
to comply 3 and did not doubt of getting 
•^ them reafonable Satisfadtion, both in Re- 
^ lation to their Barrier and their Trade/* 
But this Reafoning made no Impreffion : The 
Dutch Minifters faid, the Queen s Speech had 
deprived them of the Fruits of the War- 
They were in Pain, left Lije and T^mfnof 
might be two of the Towns to be excepted 
out of their Barrier. The reft of the Mies 
grew angry, by the Example of the Dutch. 
The Populace in Holland began to be inr 
flamed : They publickly talked, that Greats 

Britain 
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Britain had betrajred them« $fcnhons ¥Kfe 
pretched in feverad Towns of their Provinces^ 
Drfietfacr by Diredion or Canniyanoe^ filled 
widi die highdl Inftances of DifireipeS: ti> 
ktr Brii4fimcA Majefty^ whom they charged 
as a Papift» and an Enemy to their Cdwitry. 
The Lord Privyrieal himlelf believed ibme- 
thing extraordinary was in Agitation^ and that 
his own Perfon was ift Danger from the Fury 
of die People. 

f It is certain, that the States appeared but 

9 few Days vety much difpofed to oomply with 
die Miafures the Queen had taken^ and would 
have confented to a general Armiftice^ if Count 
Zinzendorf, one of die Plenipotentianes fot 
die Emperor, had not, by direct Orders &om 
his Court, employed himfelf in fbwing Jerfou- 
fies between GreatSritain and the States i and 
«, the fame Time made prodigious Offers to 
the latter, as veil as to the Minifters oiPruf- 
fia^ die Palatinate^ and Hanover, for conti- 
nuing die War. That thofe diree Eleflor^ 
who contributed nothing, except Bodies of 
Men in return of Pay and Subsidies, Should 
readily accept the Propofals of the Emperor, 
is eafy to be accounted for. What appeareth 
hardly credible is, that a grave Republrck, 

ulually 
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Q&ally cautious enough in making thek Bar-> 
gains, ihould venture to rgedt the Thought? 
of a Peace upon die Promifes. of the Houfe of 
Auftriay the little Validity whereof they had 
for long experienced ; and e^ecially when tliey 
counted upon lofing the Support c^Gr^iStf- J3ri>^« 
their moft powerful Ally ; but the falfc Hqpes 
given them by their Friends in England of 
feme new Change in their Favour, or an ima-- 
ginaticm of bringing France to better Temw 
by the Appearance of Refolutioti, added to ihe 
Weaknefs or Corruption of fome, whb adiiii-- 
niftered their Affairs, were the true Cau&s 
which firft created, and afterwards inflamed, 
this untrai^ble Temper among them. 

THfe Dutch Miniflers were wholely di£* 
concerted and furprifed, when the Lord Privy- 
fcal told them, " That a Sufpehfion of Arms 
" in the Netherlands would be necelTary ; and 
" that the Duke of Ormond intended very 
" foon to declare it, after he had taken Pof- 
« feflion of Dunkirk:* But his Lordfhip en- 
deavoured to convince thein, that this Incident 
ought rather to be a Motive for haflening the 
States into a Compliance with her Majefly. 
He likewife conmiunicated to, the Milkers 
of die Allies the Offers made by France^ as 

delivered 
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deliva:ed in the Speech from the Throiie^ 

which her Maje% thought to be fatisfadloiyy 

and hoped their Mailers wouM conciur wi£h 

ber in bringing the Peace to a fpeedy Con- 

cIufion> wherein each, in particular, might 

be afliired of her«beft Offices for advancing 

thdr juft Prctenfions. 

« 
In the mean Time, the Duke of Ormmd 

was direded to fend a Body of Troops ta 
take FofTeflion of Dunkirk y as foon as he 
ihould have Notice firom the Maredial de 
Fil/ars, that the Commandant of the Towii 
had received Orders from his Court to de* 
liver it J but the Duke forcfaw many Dif- 
ficulties in the executing this Commiffion. 
He could truft' fuch an Enterprize to no 
Forces^ except thofe of her Majefly's own 
Subjefts. He confidered the Temper of the 
States in this Conjundhire, - and was loth 
to divide a imall Body of Men, upon whofe 
Faithfulnefs alone he could depend. He 
thought it not prudent to expofe them to 
march through the Enemy's Country, with 
whom there was yet neither Peace nor 
Truce ; and he had fufficient Reafons to ap- 
prehendy that the Dutch would either not per- 
mit fuch a Detachment to pafs through their. 

Towns 
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Towns (as themfel ves had more than hinted 
to him) or would feize them as they paffed* 
Befides, the Duke had very fairly jQgnified to 
Marechal de VillarSy that he expefted to be de- 
ferted by all the foreign Troops in her Majefty's 
Pay, as foon as the Armiftice ihould be de-^ 
dared j at which the Marechal appearing ex-t\ 
tremely difappointed faid, '^ the King his Ma- 
iler reckoned, that all the Troops under his 
Grace's Command fhould yield to the Ce30a^ 
tion J and wondered how it fliould come to 
pafs, that thofe who might be paid for ly-- 
ing ftill would rather xhufe, after a ten 
Years^ War, to enter into the Service of nev/ 
Mailers, under whom they muft fight on 
for nothing/' In (hort, the Opinion of 
Monf. Villars was, that this Difficulty cancelled 
the Promife of furrendering Dunkirk ; which 
therefore he oppofed as much as poflible, in 
the Letters he writ to his Court. 
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Upon the Duke of Ormondes reprefenting 
thofe Difficulties, the Queen altered her Mea-^ 
fures, a.nd ordered Forces to be fent from Eng^ 
landto take PofTeffion of Dunkirk. The Duke 
was likewife commanded to tell the foreign 
Generals in her Majefty's Service, how highly 
fhc would jrefent their Defertion ;' after which, 
their Mailers nauft give up all Thoughts of 
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any Arrears, either of Pay of Subfidy. The 
Lord Privy-Seal fpoke the fame Language at 
Utrecht y to the fever^l MinifterS of the Allies ; 
as Mr. Secretary St. John did to thofe who re- 
fided here; adding, " Th^t the Proceeding 
** of the foreign Troops would be looked 
•* upon as a . Declaration for or againft her 
" Majefty : And that, in Cafe they defcrt hfcr 
" Service, fhe would look on herfelf as jufti- 
'* ficd, before God and Man, to continue her 
•< Negotiation at Utrecht y or any other Place, 
** whether the Allies concur of not." And 
particularly the Dutch were aflured, " That 
** if their Matters feduced the Forces hired 
" by the Queen, they muft take the whole 
« Pay, Arrears, and Subfidies on themfclves." 

The Earl of Strafford, preparing about this 
Time to return to Utrecht^ with Inftru6tions 
proper to the prefent Situation of Affairs, went 
firft to the Army, and there informed the 
Duke of Ormond of her Majefty's Intentions. 
He alfo acquainted the States Deputies with 
the Queen's Uneafinels, left, by the Meafures 
they were taking, they fhould drive her to 
Extremities, which {he defired fo much to 
avoid. He farther reprefented to them, in the 
^laineft Terms, the Provocations her Majefty 

had 
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had received, and the Grounds and Reafons 

for her prefent Condud:* Me likewife declared 

to the Commanders in Chief of the foreign 

Troops, in the Queen*s Pay, and in the joint 

Pay of Great'-Britain and the States, with how 

much Surprife her Majefty had heard, " That 

*' there was the leaft Doubt of their obeying 

*' the Orders of the Duke of Ormonde which 

" if they refufed, her Majefty would eileem 

*^ it not only as an Indignity and Affront, but 

^^ as a Declaration againft her s and, in fuch a 

'* Cafe, they muft look on themfelves as no 

•* farther intitled either to arty Arrear, or fu^ 

*' ture Pay or Subfidies/* 

Six Regiments, under the Command of 
Mr. Hilly were now preparing to embark, in 
order to take Poffeflion of iDunkirk ; and the 
Duke of Ormondy upon the firft Intelligence 
fent him, that the French were ready to deli- 
ver the Town, was to declare he could a(9: 
no longer againft: France. The Queen gave 
Notice immediately of her Proceedings to the 
States. She let them plainly know, ** That 
** their perpetual Caballing with her fa<ftious 
" Subjedls, againfl her Authority, had. forced 
^* her into fuch Meafures, as otherwife fhc 
" would not have engaged in. However, her 
*' Majefty was willing yet to forget. all that had 

S 2 pafTed, 
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pafled, and to unite with them in the ftrideft 
Ties of Amity, which fhe hoped they would 
now do ; fince they could not but be con- 
vinced, by the late dutiful AddreiTes of both 
Houfes, how far their High Mightineffes 
** had been deluded, and drawn in as Inftru- 
'* ments to ferve the Turn, and gratify the 
Paffions, of a difaffedled Party : That their 
Oppofition, and want of Concert with her 
Majefty's Minifters, which fhe had fo often 
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^ invited them to, had encouraged France to 
" except Towns out of their Barrier, which 
** otherwife might have been yielded : That> 
'* however, fhe had not precluded them, or 
* * any other Ally, from demanding niorQ| and 
** even her own Terms were but conditional, 
•* upon Suppofition of a general Peace to en- 
fue : That her Majefly refolved to aft upon 
the Plan laid down in her Speech ;" and 
£he repeated the PromHe of her befl Offices to 
prompte the Interefl of the Statesy if they 
would deal fihcerelywith her. 

iSoME Days before the Duke of Ormond bad 

l^otice, that Orders were given for the Sur- 
j-cnder of Dunkirky Prince Eugene of Savoj^ 
feht for the Generals of the Allies, and afked 
them feverally, whether, in Cafe the Armies. 
feparated, they woirld inarch with him, or flay 
' ^ with 
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with the Duke ? All of them, except two, 
who commanded but finall Bodies, agreed to 
join with the Prince ; who thereupon, about 
three Dajrs after, fent. the Duke Word, that 
he intended to march the following Day (^as it 
was fuppofed) to befiege Landrecy. The Duke 
returned an Anfwer, " That he was furprifed 
at the Prince's Meflage, there having been 
not the leaft previous Concert with him, nor 
any Mention in the Meffage, which Way, 
*' or upon what Defign, the March was in^ 
" tended: Therefore, that the Duke could 
** not refolve to march with him; much lefs 
could the Prince exped Afliftancc from the 
Queen's Army, in any Defign undertaken af- 
'' ter this Manner." The Duke told this be- 
forehand, that he (the Prince) might take his 
Meaiiires accordingly, and not attribute to her 
Majefty's General any Misfortune that, might 
happen. 

On the Sixteenth of July, N. S. the feve- 
vcral Generals of the Allies* joined Prince' Eu- 
gettes Army, and began their March, after 
taking Leave of the Duke and the Earl of 
Straff ordy whpfe Expoftulations could not pre- 
vail on them to ftay j although the latter aflured 
them, that the Queen had made neither Peace 
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nor Truce with France^ and that her Forces 
would now be left cxpofed to the Enemy. 

The nex Day after tihis famous Defertion> 
the Duke of Ormond received a Letter from 
Monf. de VillarSy with an Account,, that the 
Town and Citadel of J>unkirk fliould be deli- 
vered to Mr. Hill. Whereupon a Ceflation of 
Arms was declared, by Sound of Trumpet, at 
the Head of the Britijh Army ; which now 
confifted only of about eighteen Thoufand 
Men, all of her Majefty's Subjefe, except the 
Holjleiners and Count Wallis^s Dragoons. With 
this fmall Body of Men the General began his 
March ; and, purfuant to Orders from Courts 
retired towards the Sea, in the Manner he 
thought moft convenient for the Queen's Ser- 
vice. When he came as far as Flines^ he was 
told by fome of his Officers, that the Com- 
mandants of Boucbaitiy Douay, Lijlcy and To^r- 
nayj had refufed them Paflage through thofe 
Towns, or even Liberty of Entrance, and faid 
it was by Order of their Mafters. The Duke 
immediately recoUefted, that when the De- 
puties firft heard of his Resolution to withdraw 
his Troops, they told him, they hoped he did 
not intend to march through* any of their 
Towns. This made him conclude, that the 
Orders muft be general, and that his Army 

would 
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Would cert^nly meet with the fame Treatment 
which his Officers had done. He had likewife, , 
before the Armies feparated, received Informa- 
tion of fome Defigns that concerned the Safety, 
or at leaft the Freedom of his own Perfon, 
and (which he much more valued) that of 
thofe few Britijh Troops intrufted to his Care. 
No General was ever more truly or defervedly 
beloved by his Soldiers, who, • to a Man, were 
prepared to facrifice their Lives in his Service; 
and whofe Refentments were raifcd to the ut- 
moft, by the Ingratitude, as they terrtxed it, 
of their Defertcrg. 

Upon thefe Provocations, he laid afide all 
Thoughts of returning to Dunkirk^ and be- 
gan to confider how he might perform, in fo 
difficult a Conjund:ure, fomething important 
to the Queen, and at the fame Time find a 
fecure Retreat for his Forces. He formed his 
Plan without communicating it to any Perfon 
whatfoever ; and the Difpofition of the Army 
being to march towards Wametotiy in the Way 
to Dunkirk^ he gave fudden Orders to Lieute- 
nant-General Cadogan to change his Route, ac- 
cording to the military Phrafe, and mpve to- 
wards OrchieSy a Town leading dire(5);ly to 
Ghent. . When Prince Eugene and the States 
Deputies received NeWs of the Duke's Mo- 

tionS| 
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tions, they were alarmed to the utmoft Degree, 
•and fent Count NaJfaUy of Wardenburg^ to the 
. General's Camp near Orcbtes^ to excufe wha( 
had been done, and to affure his Grace, that 
thofe Commandants,' who had refufed Paffage 
to his Officers, had aft^d wholely without 0^-^ 
ders. Count Hempfeck^ one of the Dutch Ge- 
nerals, came lik? wife to the Duke with thcf 
fame Story y but all this made little Impreflion 
on the General, who held on his March, and on 
the Twenty- third 4^f July^ N. S. entered Gbent^ 
where he was received with great Submiffion 
by the Inhabitants, and took Poffeffion of the 
Town, as he likpwife did of Bruges^ a few 
Days after. 

The Duke of Or^o«^ thought, that, confi-r 
dering the prefent Difpofition of the States to- 
wards Oreat^Britainy it might be neceffary for 
the Queen to have fome Pledge from that Re- 
publick in her Hands, as well as from France^ 
by which Means herMajefty wpuld be im- 
powered to aft that Part that beft became her, 
of being Mediator at leaft : That while Ghenf 
was in the Queen's Hands, no Provifions could 
pafs the Scbeld or the Lh without her Permif-^ 
fion, by which he had it in his Power to ftarv^e 
their Army. The Poffeffion of thefe Towns 
might likewife teach the JDuUb and Imperialijls, 

to 
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to preferve a Degree of Decency and Civility 
to her Majefty, which botfi of them were upon 
' fome Occafipns too apt to forget : And befides, 
there was already 'in the Town of Ghent a 
Battalion of Britijh Troops and a Detachment 
of five Hundred Men in the Citadel, together 
with a great Quantity of Ammupition-Stores 
for the Service of the War, which would cer- 
tainly have been feized or embezzled ; fo that 
no Service could be more feafonable or uleful 
in the prefent Juiwfture than this, which the 
Queen highly approved, and left the Duke a 
difcretionary Power to adt ais he thought fit on 
jiny future Emergency. 

I HAVE a little intercepted the Order of Time, 
in relating the Duke of Ormon^^ Proceedings, 
who, after having placed a Garrifon at Bruges^ 
and fcnt a Supply of Men and Ammunition to 
Dunkirk, retired to Ghent ^ where he continued 
fome Months, until he had Leave to return ta 
Bnglan4f *• 

Upon the Arrival of Colonel Difney to Court, 
with an Account that Mr. Hill had taken PoA 
ieffion of Dunkirk^ an univerfal Joy fpread over 
the Kingdom, this Event being looked on as 
the certain Fore-runner of a Peace : Befides, 
the Frencl^ Faith was in fo HI a Reputation 

among 
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among us, that many Perfons, otherwife ^* 
guine enough, could never bring themfelves to 
believe, that the Town would be delivered, 
until certain Intelligence came that it was a£tu« 
ally in our Hands. Neither were the Mini- 
ftcrs themfelyeS altogether, at Eafe, or free 
from Sufpicion, whatever Countenance they 
made ; for they kneyr very well, ^ that the 
French Kiiig had many plaufible Reafons to 
elude his^ Promife, if he found Caufe to repent 
it. One Condition of furrendering Dunkirk 
being a general Armiftice of all the Troops in 
the Britijh Pay, which her Majefty was not 
able to perform ; and upon this Failure, the 
Marechal de Ft liars (as we have before related) 
endeavoured to difliiadc his Court from accept- 
ing the Conditions : And, in the very Interval, 
while thofe Difficulties were adjufting, the 
Marechal ik Huxelks^ one of the French Pleni- 
potentiaries at Utrecht (whofe Inclinations, as 
well as thofe of his Colleague Monf. Mefnager^ 
led him to favour the States more than Greats 
' Britain) aifiircd the Lord Privy-feal, that the 
Dutch were then preffing to enter into feparate 
Meafures with his Mafter : And his Lordfliip, 
in a Yifit to the Abbe de Polignac, obferving a 
Pcrfon to withdraw as he entered the Abbe's 
Chamber, w^as told by this Minifter, that the 
Perfon he faw was one Moleau^ of J$mfterdam^ 

mentioned 
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mentioned before, a famous Agent for the 
States with Frj»r^, who had been entertaining 
him (the Abbe) upon the fame Subjeft, but 
that he had refufed to treat with MoIeaUj with-- 
out the Privity of England. 

Mr. Harley, whom we mentioifcd above 
to have been fent early in the Spring to Utrecht^ 
continued longer in Holland than was at firft 
expedited ; but having received her Majefty's 
farther Inftrudlions, was about this 'Time ar- 
rived at Hanover. It was the Misfortune, of 
his Eledtoral Highnefs to be very ill ferved by 
Monf. Bothmar, his Envoy here, who affifted 
at all the faftious Meetings of the difcontented 
Party, and deceived his Mafter by a falfe Re- 
prefentation of the Kingdom, drawn from the 
Opinion of thofe to whom he confined his 
Converfation. There was like wife at the Elecr 
tor's Court a little Frenchman^ without any Me- 
rit or Confequence, called Robitbany who, by 
the Affiftance and Encouragement of the laft 
Miniftry, had infinuated himfelf into fome De- 
gree of that Prince's Favour, which he ufed in 
giving his Mafter the worft Imprefljons he was 
able of thofe whom the Queen en>ployed in 
her Service y inlkiuating, that the prefent Mi- 
nifters were not in the Intereft of his High- 
nefg's Family 5 that their Views were towards 

the 
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the Pretender ; that they were making an un- 
fecure and diftionourable Peace ; that the 
Weight of the Nation was againft them ; and 
that it was impoflible for them to prefcrvc 
much longer their Credit or Power* 

The Earl Rhers had, in the foregoing Year, 
been fent to Hanover j in order to undeceive the 
Elector, and remove whatever Prejudices might 
be infufed into his Highnefs againft her Ma- 
jcfty*s Proceedings j but it fliould feem, that 
he had no very great Succefs in his Negoti- 
ation : For, foon after his Retufh to Bf^g/and, 
Monf. Boibmars Memorial appeared in the 
Manner I have already related, which difcovered 
the Sentiments of his Eledoral Highnefs (if . 
they were truly reprefented in that Memorial) 
to differ not a little from thofe.'of the Queen, 
Mr. Harley was therefore diredcd to take the 
firft Opportunity of fpeaking to the Elector in 
private, to affure him, ** That although her 
Majefty had thought herfelf juftly provoked 
by the Condu<9: of his Minifter, yet fuch 
«* was her Affed:ion for his Highnefs, and 
" Concern for the Interefts of his Family, that, ' 
inftead of (hewing the Icaft Mark of Re*- 
fentment, fhe had chofen to fend him (Mr. 
*' Harley) fully inftrufted to open her Defigns, 
^* and fhew his Highnefe the real Intereft of 
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« Great'Brifain in the prcfent Conjuncture/' 
Mr. Hat ley was to give the Eleftor a true Ac- 
count of what had pafled in England^ during 
the firft Part of this ^flion of Parliament ; to 
expofe to his Highncfs the Weaknefs of thofe 
with whom, his Minifter had confulted,' and 
under .whofe, Directions he had aded ; to con- 
vince him how much lower that Fadtion muft 
become, when a Peace ihould be concluded, 
and when the natural Strength of the King- 
dom, difincumbered from the Burthen of the 
War, fhould be at Liberty to exert itfelf ; to 
ihew him how his Interefl: in the Succeffion 
was facrificed to that of a Party : That his 
Highriefs had been, hitherto a Friend to both 
Sides, but that the Mcafiires taken by his Mi- 
nifters had tended only to ict him at the Head 
of one in Oppofition to the other : To explain; 
to the Elector, how fuUy the Safety of Europe: 
was provided for by the Plan of Peace in her 
Majefty^s Speech 5 and how little Reafon thofe 
would appear to have, who- complained the 
loudefl of this Plan, if it were compared either 
with our Engagements to them when we be- 
gan the War, or with their Performances ia 
the Courfe of it. 

Upon this Occafion Mr. Harley was to ob- 
fcrve to the Ele<5tor, « That it (hould rather 

be 
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" be wondered at, how the Queen had brought 
«« France to offer fo much, than yet to ofFef 
«« no more ; becaufe, as foon as ever it appear- 
«* ed, that her Majefty would be at the Head 
•* of this Treaty, and that the Interefls of 
" Great-Britain vftxz to be provided for, fuch 
** Endeavours were ufed to break off the Ne- 
" gotiation, as are hardly to be paralleled j 
" and the Difunion thereby created among the 
*« Allies, had given more Opportunities to the 
" Enemy, of being flow in their Conccflions, 
«* than any other Meafares might poflibly have 
" done : That this Want of Concert among 
" the Allies could not in any Sort be imputed 
^' to the Queen, who had all along invited 
<< them to it with the greateft Earneftnefs, as 
" the fiireft Means to bring France to Reafon : 
** That fhe had always in a particular Manner, 
" prefled the States-General to come into the 
<« ftridtcft Union with her, and opened to them 
*« her Intentions with the greateft Freedom \ 
but finding, that, inflead of concurring with 
^- her Majefty, they were daily carrying on In- 
trigues to break off the Negotiations, and 
^^ thereby deprive her of the Advantages (he 
might juftly expeft froqi the enfuing Peace, 
having no other Way left, Ihe was forced to 
a£t with France as (he did, by herfelf : That, 
however, the Queen had not taken upon 

« herfelf 
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«« hcrfelf to determine the Interefts of the 
^' Allies, who were at Liberty of iniijfting on 
firther Pretenfions, wherein her Majefty 
would not be wanting to fupport them as far 
as (he was able, and improve the Conceffi- 
ons already made by France ; in which Cafe, 
a good Underftanding and Harmony among 
** the Confederates would yet be of the greateft 
Ufe for making the Enemy more tradable 
and eafy." 
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I HAVE been more particular in reciting the 
Subftance of Mr. Har/e/s Inftrudlions, becaufe 
it will ferve as a Recapitulation of what I have 
already faid upon this Subjed, and feemeth to 
fet her Majefty's Intentions, and Proceedings at 
this Time in the cleareft Light. 

After the Ceffation of Arms declared by 
the Duke of Ormonde upon the Delivery of 
Dunkirk^ the Britijh Plenipotentiaries very 
earneftly preffed thofe of Holland to come into 
a general Armiftice ; for if the whole Confe- 
deracy afted in Gonjundtion,^ this would cer- 
tainly be the bed Means for bringing the com- 
mon Enemy to reafonable Terms of Peace : 
But the States, deluded by the boundlefs Pro- 
mifes of Count Zinzendorf^ and the undertake- 
ing Talent of Prince Eugene, who dreaded the 

Con- 
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Concliifion of the War> as the Period of hi* 
Glory J would not hear of a Ceflation* Th6 
Lofs of eighteen Thoufartd Britons ^v^as not a 
Diminution of Weight in the Balance of fuch 
an Ally as the Emperor, and fuch a General as 
the Prince. Befides, they looked upon them- , 
felves to be ftill fuperior to France in the 
Field ; and although their Computation was 
certainly right in Point of Number, yet, in 
my Opinion, the Conclufion drawn from it 
was grounded upon a great Miftake. I have 
been affured by feveral Perfons of our own 
Country, and fomc Foreigners of the firft 
Rank, both for Skill and Station in Arms, that 
in moft Victories, obtained in the prefent War, 
' the Britijh Troops were ever employed in the 
Poft of Danger and Honour, and ufually be- . 
gan the Attack (being allowed to be naturally 
more fearlefs than the People of any other 
Country), by which they were not only an 
Example of Courage to the reft, but muft be 
•acknowledged, without Partiality, to have go- 
verned the Fortune of the Day ; fince it is 
known enough, how fmall a Part of an Army 
is generally engaged in any Battle. It may 
likewife be added, that nothing is of greater 
Moment in War than Opinion. The French 
by their frequent LoiTes, which they chiefly 
attributed to the Courage of our Men^ believed 

that . 
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that a Britijb General, at the Head of Britijh 
Troops, was not to be overcome; and the 
Marechal de Fillars was quickly fenfible of the 
AdvantageTie had got ; for, in a very few Days 
after the Dcfertion of the Allies, happened the 
Earl of Albemarle's Diigrzct 2t Denain, by a 
Feint of the MarechaPs, and a manifeft Failure, 
fomewherc or other, both of Courage and 
Condud on the Side of thfe Confederates. The 
Blame of which was equally fhared between 
Prince Eugene and the Earl; although it is 
certain, the Duke of Ormond gave the latter 
timely Warning of his Danger, obfcrving he 
was neither intrenched as he ought, nor pro- 
vided with Bridges fufficient for the Situation 
he was in, and at fuch a Diftancc from the 
main Army. 

Th E Marquis de Torcy had likewife the fame 
Sentiments, of what mighty Confequence thofe 
few Britijh Batalions were to the confederate 
Army J fince he advifed his Mafter to deliver up 
Z)iy»i/r^,although the Queeii could not perform 
the Condition underftood, which was a Cefla- 
tion of Arras of all the foreign Forces in her 
Pay. 

It muft be owned, that Monf. de Torcy 

made great Mcrif of this Confidence that his 
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Maftcr placed in the Queen } and, ohfcrving 
her Majefly's Difplcafure againft the t>utcb^ 
on Account of their late Proceedings, endea- 
voured to inflame it with Aggravations enough j 
inflnuating, that, flnce the States had a^ed, fo 
ungratefully, the Queen (hould let her Forces 
join with thofe of France^ in order to Gom«^ 
pel the Confederates to a Peace. But al^ 
though this Overture were very tenderly hinted 
from the French Court, her M^jcfty heard 
it with the utmc^ Abhorrence j and ordered 
her Secretary, Mr. St, yobn (created about 
this Time Vifcount Bolfngbroke)^ to tell Monf, 
de Torcyy ** That no Provocations whatever 
fhould tempt her to diftrefe her Allies 5 but 
ftie would endeavour to bring them to Rea- 
<* fon by fair Means^ or leave them to their 
« own Conduift : That, if the former fhould 
** be found impra^cable, ihe would then 
•' make her own Peace, and content herfelf 
<* with doing the Office of a Mediator between 
'^ both Parties : But, if the States iho^ild at any 
*' Time <?ome to a better Mind^.and fuffer 
their Minifters to ai3: in Conjumaion with 
hcr*s, ihe would aflert their juft Jnterefts tp 
the utmofl, and make no farther Progrefs 
in any Treaty with France^ until thofe Al- 
" lies received all reafonable Sa^sfa^ion, both 
" as tP their Parrier apd their Trade/' * The 
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Britijb Plenipotentiaries were direfte4 to give 
the fame Aflurances to the Dutpb Minifters at 
Utrecht^ and withal tq let them know, *' That 
" the Queen was determined, by their late 
^ Conduft, to make Peace either with or 
^* without them ; but would much rather 
*' chufe the former/' 

There w*s, however, one Advantage which 
her Majcfty refolved to jwake by this Defedtion 
of her Foreigners. She had been led, by the 
miftaken Politicks of fome Years paft, to in-, 
volve herfelf in feveral Goiarapties with the 
Princes of the North, which were, in fomc 
Sort, contradiftqry to one another ; but this 
Conduft of their's wholely annulled all fuch 
Engagements, and left her at Liberty to inter- 
pofe in the Affairs of thofe Parts of EuropCy in 
fuch a Manner as would beft ferve thie Intcrefts 
of her own Kingdoms, as well as that of the ^ 
Proteftant Religion, and fettle a due Balance 
of Power in the North. 

The grand Article for preventing the Union 
of France and Spain^ was to be executed dure- 
ing a Ceflation of Arms. But many Difficult 
ties ariiiog about that, and fome other Points 
of great Ii^portance to the common Caufe, 
which could nof eafily be adjufted either be- 
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twecn the French and Britijh Plenipotentiaries 
at Utrecht^ or by Correfpondence between 
Monf. de Torcy and the Miniftry here ; the 
Queen took the Refolution of fending the Lord 
Vifcount Bolingbroke immediately to France^ 
fully inftrudted in all her Intentions, and au- 
thorifed to negotiate every Thing neceffary for 
fettling the Treaty of Peace in fuch a Courfe, 
as. might bring it to a happy and fpeedy Con- 
clufion. He was impowered to agree to a ge- 
neral Sufpenfion of Arms, by Sea and Land, 
between Great-Britain^ France y and Spain^ to 
continue for four Months, or until the Con- 
clufion of the Peace j provided France and 
Spain would previoufly give pofitive Affurances 
to make good the Terms demanded by her 
Majefty for the ' Duke of Sarjoy^ and would" 
like wife adjuft and determine the Forms of 
the feveral Renunciations to be made by both 
thofe Crowns, in order to prevent their being 
ever united. The Lord Bolingbroke was like- 
wife authorifed to fettle fome Differences re- 
lating to the Eleftor of Bavaria^ -for whofe 
Interefts France was fo much concerned as her ^ 

Majefty was for thefe of the Duke of Savoy ; ' 

to explain all doubtful Articles which particu- 1 

larly related to the Advantages of Greaf-^Britain ; j 

to know the real Ultimation, as it is termed, of ' 

France upon the general Plan of Peace ; and 

^ . - laftly» 
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laftly, to cut off all Hopes from that Court of 
ever bringing the Queen to force her Allies to 
a difadvantageous Peace 5 her Majefty refolving 
to impofe no Scheme at all upon them, or to 
debar them from the Liberty of endeavouring 

to obtain the befl Conditions they could. 

> 

Th E Lord Bolingbroke went to France in^ thd 
Beginning of Augufiy was received at Court 
with particular Marks of Diftindion and Re- 
fpe<ft ; and in a very few Days, by his ufual 
Addfefs and Ability, performed every Part of 
his Commiffion, extremely to the Queen's 
Content and his own Honour. He returned 
to Eng/andhQfoTG the End of the Month j but 
Mu Priory who went along with him, was 
• left behind, to adjuft whatever ^ Differences 
might remain or arife between the two Crowns. 

. In the mean Time the general Conferences 
at Utrecht, which for feveral Weeks had been 
let fall, fince the Delivery of Dunkirk, were 
:nowrefumed. But the Dutch flill declaring 
againfl a Sufpenfion of Arms, and refiifing to 
accept the Queen's Speech as a Plan to nego- 
tiate upon, there was no Progrefs made for 
fonie Time in the great Work of the Peace. 
Whereupon the Britijh Plenipotentiaries told 
thofe of the States, « That if the Queen's 

'' Endea- 
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<« Etldcavdurs ciould not procure rhofe than 
'« the Contents of bet Speech, of if the Fhencb 
" ftidiild ever fall fhort of what was thcire of- 
«• fered, the Dutch could blame none but 
** themfelves, who, by thfeir Condud, had 
•• rendered Things difficult, that would other-* 
** wife have been eafy/' However, her Ma- 
jefty thought it prudent to keep the Stales ftill 
in Ht)t>es of her good Offices, te prevent them 
from taking the defpefate Coiirfe of leaving 
thenifelves wholcly at the Mercy of Franti j 
which was an Expedient they forhierly prac- 
tiftd, afid which a Party among them was now 
inclined to advife. 

Wh I l st the Congrefs at Utrecht remained 
in this inaftivc State, the Qtiien proceeded 
to perfeft that important Article for preventing 
the Union of France and Spain. It was pro- 
pofed and accepted, that Philip Ihould re- 
nounce France y for himfelf and his Pc5fterity ; 
and tha^ the moft Chriftian King, and all the 
Princes of his Blood, fliould, in the like Man« 
ner, renounce Spain. It muft be confeffedj 
that this ProjecSt of Renunciation lay under a 
great Difrepute, by the former Pradices of 
this very King Lewis XIV. purfuant to an ab- 
furd Notion among many in that Kingdom of 

a Divine 
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^ Divine Right, annexed to Proximity of Bloody 
not to be controlled by any human Law. 

But it is plain, the l^ren<b themfelves had 
Recourfe to tfiis Method, after all their Infrac- 
tions of it, fince t|je Pyrenean Treaty j for the 
fir ft Dauphin, in Whofti the original Claim was 
vefted, renounced for himfelf and his eldeft 
Son, which opened the Way to Philip Duke 
of Anjou J who would however hardly have 
fucceeded, if it had not been for the Will 
made in his Favour by the laft King of Spain^ 
Charles IL 

It is indeed hard to reflect, with any l^ati- 
ente, upon the unaccountable Stupidity of the 
Princes of Europe for fome Centuries paft, who 
left a Probability to F^ante of fucceeding in a 
few Ages to all. their Dominions j whilft, at 
the fame Time, ho Alliance with that JKing- 
dom coutd be' of Advantage to any Prince, by 
Reafon of the Salique Law. Should not coiti^ 
mon Prudence have taught every Sovereign in 
Ch-iftendm to enadt a Salique Law, with Refpeft 
to Py-aitc^ ; for want of which it is alnioft a 
Miracle, that the Bmrhn Family hath not pof- 
fefTed th^ univerfal Monarchy by Right of In- 
heritance ? When the Frenct^S^n a Proximity 
xjf Blood giveth a divine Right, as fome of their 

MiniftersjT' 
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Miniftcrs, who ought to be more Wife or Ho- 
ned, have lately advanced in this very Cafe, 
to the Title of Spain \ do they not, by allow- 
ing a French SucCeffion, make their own Kings 
Ufurpers ? Or, if the Salique Law be divine, 
is it not of univcrfal Obligation, and confe- 
' quently of Force, to exclude France from in- 
heriting by Daughters ? Or, laftly, if that Law 
be of human Inftitution, may it not be en- 
acted in any State, with whatever Extent or 
Limitation the Legiflature (hall think fit ? For 
the Nodon of an unchangeable human Law is 
an Abfurdity in Government, to be believed 
only by Ignorance j and fupported by Power. 
From hence it foUoweth, that the Children of 
the late Queen of France^ although fhe 4iad 
renounced, were as legally excluded from fuc- 
ceeding to Spain^ as if the Salique Law had 
been fundamental in that Kingdom ^ iince that 
Exclufion was eftablifhed by every Power in 
Spain^ which could poffibly give a Sanftion to 
to any Law there 5 and therefore the Duke of 
Anjou's Title is wholely founded upon the fie- 
queft of his Predeceffor (which hath great Au- 
thority in that Monarchy, as it formerly had 
in our's), upon the Confirmation of the CorteSi, 
and the general Confent of the People. 
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It is certain, the Faith of Princes is io fre- 
quently fub&rvicnt to their Ambition, that 
Renunciations have little Validity, otherwifc 
than from the Powers and Parties whofe Inte- 
reft it is to fupport them. But this Renuncia- 
tion, which the Queen hath exadted from the 
. French King and his Grandfon, I take it to be 
armed with all the eflential Cireumftances that 
can fortify fuch an Aft. For as it is neceffary, 
for the Security of every Prince in Europe. 
that thofe two great Kingdoms (hould never be 
united ; fo the Chief among them will readily 
confent to be Guarantees for preventing fuch a 
Misfortune. Befides, this Propofal (according 
to Her Majefty's Expreflion \n her Speech) is 
of fuch a Nature, that it executeth itfelf ; be- 
caufe the Spaniards^ who dread fuch an Union, 
for every Reafbn that can have weight among 
Men, took Care that their King fhould not 
only renounce, in the moft folemn Man- 
:ner; but likewife, that the Ad fhould be 
-^amed in the flrongefl Terms themfelves could 
invent, or we could furniflb them with. As 
to France^ upon Suppofal of the young Dau- 
phin's dying in a few Years, that Kingdom 
will not be in a Condition to engage in a long 
War againft a powerful Alliance, fortified with 
the Addition of the Spaniards, and the Party 

€)f 
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of the Duke of Berry ^ or whoever elfe (liall 
be next Claimer : And the longer the prefent 
Dauphin liveth, the weaker muft PMIip's Inte- 
rcft be in France ; becaufe the Princes, who 
are to fucceed by this Renunciation, will have 
rnoft Power and Credit in the Kingdom^; 

Th e Mifchiefs occadoned by the Want of 
a good Underftanding between the Allies^ ef^ 
pecially Great-Britain and Hollandy were raifed 
every Day ; the French taking the Advantage, 
and raiiing Difficulties, not only upon the gene«^ 
ral Plan of Peace, but likewife upon the Er- 
flanation of feveral Articles in the projected 
Treaty between them and Her Majefty : They 
infifted to have Lijky as the Equivalent for 
Dunkirk ; and demanded Tourm^y Maubeuge^ 
and Cond^y for the twd or three Towns men-* 
tioned in the Queen's Speech; which the 
Britijh Plenipotentiaries Were fo far from al- 
lowing, that they refufed to confer with thofe; 
of France upon that Foot ; although, at the 
fame Time, the former had frefli Apprehen-^ 
fions, that the Dutcb^ in a Fit of Defpair, would 
accept whatever Terms the Enemy pleafed to 
offer, and, by precipitating their own Peace, 
j^revent Her Majefty from obtaining any Ad- 
vantages boi^ for He^ Allies and Herfelf. 
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It k moft certain, that the repeated Lofles 
fuffered by the States, in little more than two 
Months after they had withdrawn themfelves 
from the Queen's Ai3iftancej,did wholely dis- 
concert their Councils j and their Prudence 
(as it is*ufual) began to forfake them with 
their Good-fortune. They were fo weak as 
to bB ftill deluded by their F*f iends in Englandy 
who continued to give them Hopes of fomtf 
mighty and iitiitiediate Refource from hence > 
for when the Dtike of Ofmt^nd had been about 
a Month in Ghent ^ he received a Letter from 
the Marechal d^ Ft liars j to inform him that 
the Dutch G&h(^t^h^ t^)mh ^t Denain, had told 
the Mareehal pttblickly of a fudden Revolu- 
tion expefted in Ofedt-Btitdin 5 thlt particu- 
larly the Earl of 'Albmdfle and MdnfieUt Hm^ 
pefch difcout-fed very ff e«ly of it, and that no- 
thing was more comtnonly felkfed of iti £&/- 
land. It was then likeWife cdfrfidently report^ 
€d in Ghent ^ that the Quein W&s dead j iifid w6 
all rerhehiber what RuIiioUr flew aboiit here at 
the very fame Time, As If Het Majefty's 
Health were ifi a bad Condition. Whether 
fuch vain Hopes as thcfe gave Spirit, to the 
Dutch \ whether their frequent Misfortunes 
made them ahgry and fallen ; whether they 
ftill expedted tD ©tet-rtach us by fpilie private 

Stipu- 
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Stipulations with Trance^ through the Medi- 
ation of the Elcdtor of Bavaria^ as that Prince 
afterguards gave out j or whatever eUe was the ^ 
Caufe, they utterly refufed a CefTation of 
Arms ; and made not the leafl Return to all 
the Advances and Invitations made by Her 
Majefty^ ^ until the Clofe of the Campi^giK 

It was then the States firft began to view 
their Affairs in another Light; to confider ' 

how little the vafl Promiflcs of Count Zinzm^ 
dorf were to be relied on 5 to be convinced \ 
that France was not difpofcd to break with 
Her Majcfty, only to gratify their Ill-humour, 
or unrcafonable Demands; to difcover that their 
faftious Correfpondents on this Side the Water 
had fhamefuUy milled them; that fbme of 
their own principal Towns grew heartily weary 
of the War, and backward in their Loans ; 
and, laftly, that Prince Eugene^ their new 
General, whfether his Genius or Fortune had 
left him, was not for their Turn. They, 
therefore, diredled their Miniflers at Utrecht to 
fignify to the Lord Privy-fcal and the Earl of 
Strafford^ " That the States were difpofed to 
comply with Her Majefty, and to defire Her 
good Offices with France ; particularly, that 
j* Tournqy and Cond^ might be left to them as 
" Part of their Barrier, without which they 

" could 
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« could not be.lafe : That the filedtor of Ba^ 
<* varia might not be fufFered to retain any 
" Town in the Netherlands^ which would be 
" as bad for Holland as if thofc Places were in 
*^ the Hands of France : Therefore the States 
" propofcd, that Luxembourg^ Namur^ Cbar^ 
** ler&y^ and Nieuport^ might be delivered to 
«* the Emperor. Laftly, That the French 
" might not infift on excepting the four Species 
** of Goods out of the Tariff of One thou- 
«* fand fix hundred and fixty-four: That if 
" Her Majefty could prevail with France to 
" to fatisfy their Mafters on thefe Articles, 
^ they would be ready to fuftnit in all the 
t' reft." 

When the Queen received an Account, of 
this good Difpofition in the States-General, 
immediately Orders were fent to Mr, Prior, 
to inform the Minifters'* of the French Court, 
^' That Her Majefty had now fome Hopes cf 
" the Dutch complying with Her Meafures j 
^ and therefore She reiblved, as She had al- 
" ways declared, whenever thofe Allies came 
«' to diemfelves, not to make the Peace with- 
" out their reafbnable SatisfaiSbion/' The 
Difficulty that moft preflcd was about the 
Difpofal of Tournay and Conde. The Dutch 
jnfifted ftrongly to hare both, and the French 

vrcre 
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were extremely iiawilling to p^ with either. 
The Qsjccn judged the forrnpr would fpffice,* 
for complecting the Barrier of the States. 
Mr. Pn$r w^s thiqrefpre 4ircft§(J tp prefs the 
Marquis de Ti^rcj cfFcdtually on this H?*d, 
and to ^terminate fdl that Miniiler's Ohje£fci<- 
0Qs» by aiTuring him of Her Majefly's Refo-* 
ivtions to fippefir openly on (he Sidi? (^ the 
J)uf€b^ if this Demand were refufed. It was^ 
thoqght coQyenient to a^t in this xefqlute 
Manner with France^ whofe Ifite Suecefs^, 
vigainft Holland^ had taught the Minifters of 
^e moft Chriilian King to refume their old 
imperious Mallner of treating with that Re-- 
publick; to which they were farther encQU-' 
raged by the ill Underftanding between Her 
Majcfly and the Allies^ 

This appp^red from the Refult of an idle 
Quarrel that happened, about the End of jiu^ 
gnfi^ at Utnchty between a French and I^utcb 
Pldnipotentifyy, M^l^eur M(fmg^ tEind Cpijnt 
Refhferen 5 wher^p e)ie Caurt of Fr4pce 4e- 
mapded fuch sbje^ SubmifliQns, and with fo 
much Hftughtinefs, as plainly ibpwed they 
wer^ pleafed with any Occafion of mortifying 
the D^tck !gefjdes, the PoUti|:fc& of the 
Frtncb ran at this Time very oppofit^ to thofe 
of Great-Britmn ; Thsy thoijght the Minifters 

here 
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here durft not tmM th^ P^rliftipent without 4 
Peaces and .thfit, therefore, Her Majefty 
would either force the States to comply with 
France, by ddiv^ring up TfUrnay^ which was 
th^ prisicipal Fpiot in difpute, or would iiniih 
Her own Peace with France and Spain, kavcT 
iBg a fixed Time for HQlland to refijfe or accept 
l^e Terms impofed on them. But the Queen, 
who thought the Demand of Toumay by the 
States to he viery ncccflary and juft, was deter* 
min^ to infift upon it, and to declare openly 
agaloft France^ rather than fuffer Her Allies 
to want a Place fo ufcful for their Barrier. And 
Mr. Prior was ordered to fignify this Refoluti- 
on of Her Majefty to Monfieur de Torcy^ in 
Cafe that Minifter could i>ot be otherwife pre- 
vailed on. Tht Br itijh Plenipotentiaries did 
likewife, at the fame Time, e^^ prefs to thofe of 
Hgllandii^l Majefty 's great SatisfaSion, that 
tb^ 3tat9s were at laft difpofed to aft in Confi- 
4enc(5 with her : " That fhe wiftied this Refo- 
lutioji )uu}heepi fppner taken, iince nobody had 
gained by the Delay, but the French King ; 
idbat, howeveri Her Majefty did not queftion 
the procuring. a fafe and honourable Peace, by 

united Councils, reafonable Demands, and prii- 
dent Meafures ^ that fhe would affift them in 

getting whatever was neceijary to their Barrier, 
and in fettling, to their Satisfaction, the Ex- 
ceptions 
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cepdons made -by France <Jttf of the TarifF of 
One thoufend fix Hundred and fixty-fouF ; that 
no other Difficulties remained of Moment to ne- 
tard the Peace, fince the Queen had obtained 
Sid^ for the Duke of Savoy ; and, in the Set- 
ttement of the iMv-^CountrieSy would adhere 
to what ihe delivered from the ThrcHie ; That 
^ to the Empire, Her Majefty heartily wifhed 
their Barrier as good as could be defired ; but 
that we were hot now in Circumftances to exr- 
pcd every Thmg exaiSly according to the 
Scheme of Holland: France haA already offer* 
ed a great Part, and the Queen did not think 
&e Remainder worth the Continuance of the 
War." 

« 
Her Majefty conceived the Peace in fo much 

Fowardnefs, that She thought fit, about thfe 

Time, to nominate the Duke of Hamifton and 

the Lord Lexington for AmbaSkdors in France 

and Spain^ to receive the Renunciations in boA 

Courts, and adjuft Matters of Commerce. 

I 

The Duke was preparing for his Journey, 
when he was challenged to a Duel by the Lord 
iMfobun, aPerfon of infamous Charadter. * He 
killed his Adverfary upon the Spot, although he 
himfelf received a Wound's and, weakened by 
the Lofs of Blood, as he was leaning In the 

AroDLft 
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Arms of his Second, was moft barbaroufly 
Habbed in the Breaft by Lieutenant^rOeneral 
Macartney who was Second to Lord Mohun^ 
He died a few Minutes after in the Field, and 
the Murderer made his Efcape* I thought fo 
iurpriziiig an Event might deferve barely to be 
related, although it be fomething foreign to my 
Subjedt* 

The Earl ot Straffordy who had come td 
JEnglandm laft May 15, in Order to give Her 
Majefty ^n Account of the Difpofition of Af- 
fairs in ttolland^ was now returning with Her 
laft Inftrudtions, to let the Dutch Minifter 
know, " That fome Points would probably 
^^ meet with Difficulties not to be overcome, 
^^ which once might have been ealily obtained : 
To fhew what evil Confequences had alrea- 
dy flowed from their Delay and Irrefolution* 
and to intreat them to fix on fome Propofi- 
" tion, reafonable in itfelf^ as Well as poflible 
** to be effeded : That the Qiieen would i;n- 
** fift upon the Ceffion of Tournay by ^rance^ 
** provided the States Would concur in finifhing 
*^ the Peace, without ftarting new Objedions, 
*« or infifting upon farther Points : That the 
«^ 'French Pemands, in Favour of the Elector 
*• of Bavaria y appeared to be fuch as, the 
[^ Queen was of Opinion, the States ought to 
Vol. IX. U . agree 
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<f agree to; which were, to leave the Eleftor 
in Pofleffion of Luxemburg ^ Namur^ and 
Charier oy^ fiibjcdt to the Terms of their Bar- 
** rier, until he fhould be reftorcd to his Elec- 
*' torate; and to give him the Kingdom of 
** Sardinia^ to efface the Stain of his De^rada- 
*^ tion in the Eledoral College : That the Earl 
had brought over a Projeft of a new Treaty 
of Succeflion and Barrier, which HerMajefty 
infifted the States fhould fign, before the 
" Conclufion of the Peace ; the former Treaty 
•* having been difadvantageous toHerSubjeds, 
*' containing in it the Seeds of future Diflen- 
** tions, and condemned by the Senfe of the 
Nation. Laflly, That Her Majefly, not^ 
withflanding all Provocations, had, for the 
Sake of the- Dutch ^ and in Hopes of their 
Recovery from thofe falfc Notions which 
•* had fo long mifled them, hitherto kept the 
" Negotiations open: That the Offers now 
** made them were Her laft, and this the laft 
Time She would apply to them : That they 
muft' either agree, or exjpe<9: the Queen 
would proceed immediately to conclude her 
Treaty with France and Spain ^ in Conjunc- 
" tion with fuch of her Allies as would think 
** fit to adhere to her. 
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As to Savty, that the Queen cxpedted 
^* the States would concur with Her in making 
" good the Advantages ftb fllatcd for that Duke^ 
^* and in prevailing witiHEhe Emperor to con- 
** fent to ah abfolute Neutrality in Italy y until 
** the JPeacefhould be concluded/* 

The governing Party in tlollandy however 
in Appearance difpofed to finifh, afFedled new 
Delays, and raifed many Difficulties about the 
four Species of Goodsi which the French had 
excepted out of the Tariff* Count Zinzendorfy 
the Emperor's Plenipotentiary, did all that was 
poffible to keep up this Humour in the Dutcb^ 
' in Hopes to put them under a Neceffity of pre- 
paring for the next Campaign j and fometimq 
after wentfo far in this Purfuit, that he fum- 
moned the feveral Minifters of the Empire, told 
them he had Letters from his Mafter, with Or- 
ders to fignify to them, " That his Imperial 
Majefty refolved to begin the Campaign ear- 
ly, with all his Forces united againft jRrtf)?^^ j 
** . of which he defired they would fend Notice 
** to aU their Courts, that the feveral Princes 
" might be ready to furnifh their Contingents 
" and Recruits." At the fame Time, Zinzen^ 
dorf dSfc&voured to borrow two Millions of 
Flcflfins upon the Security of fomc Imperial 
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Cities; but could not fucceed either amonglt 
the Jews or at Amjierdam. 

When tiie Eari^ of Strafford arrived at 
tjtrechty the Lord Ronr-feal and he communi- 
cated to the Dutch Minifters the new Treaty for 
a Succelfion and Barrier, as the Queen had or- 
dered it to be prepared here in England, diiFer- 
ing from the former in feveral Points of the 
greateft Moment, obvious to any who will be 
at die Pains to compare them. This was ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed for feveral Weeks by the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the States ; but the Province of 
Utrecht y where the Congrefs was held, imme- 
diately lent Orders to their Reprefentatives at 
the ikaguiy to declare their Province thankful 
to the Queen; that they agreed the Peace 
fhould be made on the Terms propofed by 
France, and confented to the new projected 
Treaty of Barrier and Succeffion : . And about 
the Clofe of the Year, One Thoufand Seven 
Hundred and Twelve, four of the feven Pro- 
vinces had delivered their Opinions for putting 
an End to the War. 

This unufual Precipitation in the States, fo 
different from the whole Tenour of their fomier 
Conduft, was very much fulpeSed by the Bri- 
tijh Plenipotentiaries, Their Lordfhips had re- 
ceived Intelligence, that the Dutch -Minifters 
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held frequeht Conferences with thofe of France^ 
and had offered to fettle their In terefts with that 
Crown, without the Concurrence of Britain. 
Count Zinzendprfy and his Colleagues, appear- 
ed likewife, all on the fudden, to have the fame 
Dilpofitions, and to be in great Hafte to fetdc 
their feveral Differences with the States. The 
Reafbns for this Propeeding were vifible enough ; 
many Difficulties were yet undetermined in the 
Treaty of Commerce between her Majefly and 
France y for the adjufling of which, and fbme 
other Points, the Queen had lately difpatched 
the Duke of Sbrewjbury to that Court. Some 
of thefe were of hard Digeflion, with which 
the mofl ChrifHan King would not be under a 
Neceffity of compl)iing, when he had no far- 
ther Occafion for \xs^ and might, upon that 
Account, afford better Terms to the other two 
Powers. Befides, the Emperor and the States- 
could very well fpare Her Majefty the Honour 
of being Arbitrator of a general Peace j and 
the latter hoped, by this Means, to avoid the 
new Treaty of Barrier and Succeflion, which 
we were now forcing on them. 

To prevent the Confequences of this Evil, 
there fortunately fell out an Incident, which 
the two Lords at Utrecht knew well to make 
Vife of : The Quarrel between Monfi Mefnager 

^b4 
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and Count Iticbteren (formerly mentioned) had 
not yet been made up. The French and Dutch 
differing, in fome Circumftances, about the Sa- 
tisfadion to be given by the Count for the Af- 
front he had offered, the 5r////Z> Plenipotenti- 
aries kept this Difpute on Foot for feveral Days; 
and, in the mean Time, preffcd the Dutch to 
finifli the new Treaty of Barrier and Succeffion 
between her Majefty and them, which, about 
the Middle of Januaryt was concluded fully 
to the Queen's Satis^di^n. 

But while thefe Debates and Differences 
continued at the Congrefs, the Qijeen refolved 
to put a fpeedy End to her Part in the War ; 
flie therefore fent Orders to the Lord Privy- 
feal and the Earl of Strafford, to prepare every 
Thing neceffary for figning her own Treaty 
with France. This fhe hoped might be done 
againit the Meeting of her Parliament, npw 
prorogued to the third of February ; in which 
Time thofe among the Allies, who were really 
inclined towards a Peace, might fettle their fe- 
veral Interefts by the. Affiftancc and Support 
of her M^jefty's Plenipotentiaries ; and as for 
the reft, who would either refufe to comply, 
or endeavour to protrad the Negotiation, the 
Heads of their refpeftive Demands, which 
France had yielded by her Majefty's Interven- 
tion, 
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tibn, and agreeable to the Plan laid down in 
her Speech, {hould be mentioned in the Treaty, 
and a Time limited for the feveral Powers con- 
cerned to receive or rejedt them. 

The Pretender was not yet gone out of 
FrancCy upon fome Difficulties alledged by the 
Frencby about procuring him a fafe Condudt 
to Bar-^le-^duc. in the Duke of Lorrain'% Do- 
minions, where it was then propofed he (hould 
refide. The Queen, altogether bent upon 
quieting the Minds of her Subjcdls, declared, 
/he would not fign the Peace until that Perfon 
were removed s and although feveral wife Men 
believed he could be no where lefs dangerous 
to Great-Brsiain than in the Place where he 
was. 

The Argument which moft prevailed on the 
States to fign the new Treaty of Barrier and 
Succeffion with Great-Britain, was her Ma- 
jefly's Pjrbmife to procure Tournay for them 
from France , after which, no more Differen- 
ces remained between us and that Republick, 
and confequently they had no farther Tempta- 
tions to any feparate Tranfadtlons with the 
French^ who thereupon began to renew their 
litigious and haughty Manner of treating with 
the Dutch. The Satisfaiftion they extorted for . 

the 
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the Affront given by Count Ricbteren to Monf, 
. Mefnager^ although fomewhat foftened by the 
Britijb Minifters at Utrecbty was yet fo rigor- 
ous, that her Majefly could not forbear figni- 
fyiflg her Rcfentment of it to the moft Ghrifti- 
an King. Monf. Mefnager, who feemed to 
have .more the Genius of a Merchant than a 
Minifter, began, in his Conferences with the 
Plenipotentiaries of the States, to raife new 
Difputes upon Points which both we and they 
had reckoned upon as wholely fettled. The 
Abbe de PoHgnac^ a moft accomplifh'd P^rfon^ 
of great Gfenerofity and univerfal Underftand- 
ing, was gone to France to receive the Cardi- 
nal's Cap 5 and the Marechal de Huxel/es was 
wholely guided by his Colleague, Monf. Mef^ 
nager, who kept up thofe Brangles that for a 
Time obftruftcd the Peace; fome of which 
were againft all Juftice, and others of fihall Im- 
portance, both of very little Advantage to his 
Country, and lefs to the Reputation of his Ma- 
fter or himfelf. This low Talent in Bufinefs, 
which the Cardinal de Polignac ufed, in Con- 
tempt, to call a Spirit of Negotiating^ made it 
impoffible for the two Lords Plenipotentiaries, 
with all their Abilities and Experience, to 
bring Mefnager to Reafon, in feveral Points 
both with us and the States : His Conceflions 
were few and conftrained, fcrving only to ren^ 
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der him more tenacious of what he refufed. 
In feveral of the Towns, which the States 
were to keep, he infifted that France fhould 
retain the Chatellanies, or extent of Country 
depending on them, particularly that of lour- 
nay ; a Demand the more unjuftifiable, beciufe 
•he knew his Mafter had not only proceeded 
direftly contrary, but had erefted a Court in 
his Kingdom, where his own Judges extended 
theTerritories about thofe Towns he had taken, 
as far as he pleafed to direct them. Monf. 
,Mefnager fhewed equal Obftinacy in what his 
Mafter expefted for the Eleftor of Bavaria^ 
and in refufing the Tariff of One Thoufand 
fix Hundred and Sixty-four : So that the Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries reprefented thefe Difficulties 
as what might be of dangerous Confequence, 
both to the Peace in general, and to the States 
in particular, if they were not, fpeedily prle- 
vented. . 



Upon thefe Confiderations her Majefty 
thought it her fhorteft and fafeft Courfe to ap- 
ply dircdlly to France, where (he had then fo 
able a Minifter as the Duke of Shrewjbury. 

The Marquifs de Torcy, Secretary to the 
raoft Chriftian King, was the Minifter with 
whom the Vvk^ was to troat, as havipg been 

the 
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the firft who moved his Matter to apply to the 
Queen for a Peace, in Oppofition to a violent 
Fadtion' in that Kingdom, who were as eagerly 
bent to continue the War, as any other could 
be either here or in Holland. 

It would be very unlike a Hiftorian, to re- 
fufe this great Minifter the Praife, he fo juftly 
deferveth, of having treated, through the 
whole Courfe of fo great a Negotiation, with 
the utmoft Candour and Integrity ; never once 
f^ing in any Promife he made, and temperr 
ing a firm Zeal to his Matter's Intereft with a 
ready Compliance to what was reafonable and 
juft. Mr. PrioKy whom I have formerly men- 
tioned, refided likewife now at ParlSj with the 
Character of Minifter-plenipotentiary, and was 
very acceptable to that Court, upon the feore 
of his Wit and Humour. 

The Duke of Shrewjbury was direfted to 
prefs the French Court upon the Points yet un- 
fettled in the Treaty of Commerce between 
both Crowns ; to make them drop their un- 
reafonable Demands for the Eledtor of Bava^ 
ria ; to let them know, that the Queen was 
refolved not to forfake her Allies, who were 
now ready to come in ; that (he thought the 
beft Way of battening the general Peace was 

to 
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to determine her own • particular One with 
Franc ey until which Time fhe could not con-i' 
veniently fuffer her Parliament to meet. 

The States were, by this Time, fo fully 
convinced of the Queen s Sincerity and Affec- 
tion to their Republick, and how much they 
had been deceived by the Infinuation? of the 
faftious^ Party in Englandy that they wrote a 
very humble Letter to her Majcfty, to dcfirc 
her Afliftance towards^ fettling thofe Points they 
had in Difpute with France^ and profeffing 
themfelves jeady to acquiefce in whatever Ex- 
planation her M^jefty would pleafe to make of 
the Plan propofcd in her Speech to the Parlia- 
ment* 

But the Queen had already prevented their 
Defires ; and in the Beginning of February j 
One Thoufand feven Hundred and twelvc- 
thirteen, direfted the Duke of Bhrewjbury to 
inform the French Court " That fince (he had ' 
*^ prevailed on her AUieg, the Dutchy to drop 
" the Demand of Condi y and the other of the 
** four Species of Goods, which the French 
** had excepted out of the Tariff of One 
** Thoufand fix Hundred and Sixty-four, fhe 
** would not fign without; them : That fhe ap- 
y proved of the Dutch infilling to have the 

Chatellanies 
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" Chatcllanics reftorcd with the Towns, and 
" was refolved to fland or fall with them, un- 
" til* they were fatisfied in this Point.** 

Her Majefly had fomc Apprehenfions, that 
the French created thefe Difficulties on Purpofe 
to fpin out the Treaty, uptil the Campaign 
ihould begin. They thought it ablblutely ne- 
ceflary, that our Parliament fhould mttt in a 
few Weeks, which could not well be ventured, 
until the Queen were able to tell both Houfes, 
that her own Peace was figned: That this 
would not only facilitate what remained in Dif- 
ference between Great-Brttain and France^ but 
leave the Dtdtcb entirely at the Mercy of the latter. 

.The Queen, vvi^ary of thcle refined Mis- 
takes in the French Politicks, and fully re/blved 
to be trifled with no lopger, fcnt her determi- 
nate Orders to the Duke of Sbrewjburyy to let 
France know, " That Her Majefty had hither- 
to prorogued her Parliament, in Hopes of 
accommodating the Difficulties in her. own 
** Treaties of Peace and Commerce with that 
** Crown, as wdl as fettling the Interefts of her 
^* feveral Allies \ or, at Icaft, that, the Diffe- 
** rences in the former being removed, the mod 
♦' Chriftian King would have made fuch Oflfers 
** for the latter, as migliLt juftify Her Majefty 
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** ih figniiig Her own Peace, Y^hether the 
" Confederates intended to fign theirs or no* 
" But feveral Points being yet unfinifhed be- 
** tween both Crowns, and others between 
" France znd the reft of the Allies, efpecially 
the States, to which the Plenipotentiaries of 
that Court at Utrecht had not thought fit to 
give Satisfaction 5 the Queen was now come 
*Mo a final Determination, both with Relation 
to her own Kingdoms, and to the whole A1-- 
liancej That, the Campaign approaching, 
flie would not willingly be furprifed in Cafe 
the War was to go on : That (he had trans- 
mitted to the Duke of Sbrewjhury her laft 
" Refolutions, and never would be prevailed 
" on to reduce her own Demands, or thofe of 
her Allies, any lower than the Scheme now 
fent over, as an Explanation of the Plan laid 
down in her Speech : That Her Majefty had 
fent Orders to her Plenipotentiaries at XJtrecht 
^\ to afliimc the Charad:er of Ambafladors, and 
fign the Peace immediately with the Mini- 
fters of the moft Chriftian King, as foon as 
the Duke of Shrewjbury fhould have fent 
" them Notice that the French had complied : 
That the Queen had therefore farther pro- 
rogued her Parliament to the third of Marcb^ 
in Hopes to aflure them, by that Time, of 
*' her Peace being agreed on 3 for, if the two 

'' Houfes 
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«« Houfes fhould meet, while any Uncertainty 
«* remained^ Supplies muft be aiked as for a 
« War." 

The Duke of Shrm/bury e^cecutttl this im- 
portant Commiflion with that Speed and Sue- 
cefs, which could only be expected from -an, 
able Minifter. The French King immediately 
yielded to the whole Scheme Her Majefty pro- 
pofedj whereupon Dire<5lions were fent to the 
Lord Privy-feai' and the Earl of Strafford^ to 
fign a Peace between Great^Btttain and France^ 
without Delay. 

Upon the 2d Day of March, the two Britijh 
Plenipotentiaries met thofe of the Allies in the 
Town-houfe'at Utrecht 5 where the Lord Privy- 
feal addrefled himfelf to them in a (hort Speech, 
** That the Negociation had now continued 
«* fourteen Months with great Slownefs, which 
« had proved very injurious to |he Interefts of 
" the Allies*: That die Queen had ftaid thus 
" long, and flopped the finifliing her own 
«* Peace, rather than leave her Allies in any 
" Uncertainty : That fher hoped they would 
now be all prepared to put an End to this 
great Work ; and therefore had comnxanded 
her Plenipotentiaries to tell thofe of the Al- 
lies, That ittic found it neccflary io conclude 

« her 
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•* her own Treaty immediately; and it was 
her Opinion, that the Confederates ought to 
finifh theirs at the fame Time, to which diey 
were now accordingly invited by Her Ma-* 
jefty's Orders/' And, laftly, his Lordfhip de- 
clared, in die Queen's Name, " That whoever 
" could not be ready, on the Day prefixed, 
*^ fhould have a convenient Time allowed 
" them to come in." , 

Although the Orders fent by the Queen 
to her Plenipotentiaries were very precife, yet 
their Lordfhips did not precipitate the Perform- 
ance of them. They were direfted to appoint 
as fliort a Day for the figning as they conve- 
niendy could ; but, however, the particular Day 
was left to their Difcretion. They hoped to 
bring over the Dutchy and moft of the other 
Allies, to conclude at the fame Time with the 
Queen ; which, as it would certainly be more 
popular to their Country, fo they conceived it 
would be more fafe for themfelves : Befides, 
upon looking over their Commiflion, a Scruple 
fprjuig in their Minds, that diey could not lign 
a particular Peace with France ; their Powers,, 
as they apprehended, authorifing them' only to 
fign a general one. Their Lordfhips therefore 
fent to England to defire new Powers, and, in 
the mean, Time, employed themfelves with 

great 
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great Induftry, between the Minifters of France 
and thofe of the fcveral Allies, to find fome Ex- 
pedient for Imoothing the Way to an Agree- 
ment among them* 

The Earl of Strafford went for a few Days 
to the Hague, to inform the States of Her Ma- 
jefly's exprefs Commands to his Colleague and 
himfelf, for figning the Peace as foon as pofli- 
ble ', and to defire they would be ready at the 
fame Time, which the Penfibnary promifed ; 
and that their Plenipotentiaries fhould be im^ 
powered accordingly, to the great Contentment 
of Monf Buys, who was now fo much altered, 
either in Reality, or Appearance, that he com- 
^ plained to the Earl of Monf. Hein/ius's Slow- 
nefs ; and charged all the Delays and Mifma- 
nagements of a Twelve-month pail to that 
Min^lefr's Account* 

While the Earl of Strafford ftaid at die 
Hague, he difcovered that an Emiflary of the 
Duke of Marlborough had been there fome 
Pays before, fent by his Grace to diffuade the 
Dutch firom figning at die fame Time widi the 
Minifters of the Queen, which, in England^ 
would at leaft have the Appearance of a fepa- 
rate Peace, and oblige their Britijh Friends, 
whq knew how to turn fo fhort a Delay to very 

good 
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good Account, as well as gratify the Empe- 
ror ; on whom, it was alledged, they ought to 
rely much more than on Her Majefty • One of 
the States likewife told the Earl, " That the 
fame Perfon, employed by the Duke, was 
then in Conference with the Magiftrates of 
*' Rotterdam (which Town had declared for the 
Continuance of the War), to aiTure them, if 
they would hold off a little, they fhould fee 
an unexpefted Turn in the Britijh Parlia- 
ment : That the Duke of Marlborough had 
** a Lift of the difcontented Members in both 
" Houfes, who were ready to tum againU the 
" Court; and, to crown all, that his Grace 
" had certain Intelligence of the Queen being 
" in fo ill a State of Health, as made it impot- 
** fible for her to live above fix Weeks/* Sq 
reftlefs and indefatigable is Avarice and Ambi-* 
tion, when inflamed by a Defire of Revenge. 

But Reprefentations, which had* been fo 
often tried, were now offered too late. Moll 
of the Allies, except the Emperor, were will- 
ing to put an End to the War upon Her Ma- 
jefty's Plan; and the further Delay of three 
Weeks, muft be chiefly imputed to that litigi- 
ous Manner of treating, peculiar to the French j 
whofe Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht y infifted vdth 

Vol. IX. X Qbftinacy 
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Obffinacy upon many Points^, which at Paris 
Mohf. de Tof-cy had given up. 

The Emperor exp^fted to keep all he alrea- 
dy pofieffed in Italy \ that Portlonguej on the 
Tufcan Coaft, fhould be delivered to him by 
Prance ; and, laftly, that he fhould not be obli- 
ged to renounce Spain. But the Queen^ as 
well as France^ thought that his Imperial Ma- 
jefty ought to fit dowh contented with his Part- 
age of Naples and Milan ; and to feftore thofe 
territories in Ifafyy which he had taken from 
the rightful Proprietors, and by the PofTeiEon 
of which he was groWn dangerous to the Ita^ 
Han Princes, by reviving antiquated Claims 
upon them. 

Th I i Prince had likcwife obje<5led to Her 
Majeffy's Expedient of fuffefing the Elector of 
Bavaria to retain Luxembourg^ under certain 
Conditions, by way of Security, until his Elec- 
" torate were reftored. But the Queen, fuppofing 
that thefe afFefted Delays were intended only 
with a View of continuing the War, refolved tp 
defer the Peace no longer on the Emperor's 
Account. 

In the Middle of March^ One Thoufand 

Seven Hundred and Twelve-Thirteen, a Cou- 
rier 
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rier arrived at Uireck from France, with the 
Plan of a general Peace, as it had been agreed 
between the Duke of Shrewjbury and Monf. 
de Torcy-y wherein every Particular, relating to 
thelnterefts and Pretenfions of the feveral Allies, 
was brought fo near to what each of thenj 
would accept, that the Britijh Plenipotentiaries 
hoped the Peace would be general in ten or 
twelve Days. The Portuguefi and Dutch were 
already prepared, and olfcers were daily coaung 
in, by Means of their Lordfhip's good Offices, 
who found Monf. Mefmger ^md his Colleague 
very ftubborn to the laA, Another Courier was 
diipatched to France^ upon fome Dilputes 
about inferting the Titles of Her Majefty and 
the moft Chriftian King, and to bring a general 
Plan for the Interefts of thefe Allies, who 
fliould not be ready againft the Time prefixed* 
The French Renunciations were now arrived at 
Utrecht^ and it was agreed that thofe, as well af 
that of the King of Spairiy fhould be inferted at 
length in every Treaty, by which Means the 
wholf Confederacy would become Guaranties 
ofthem. 

The Courier, laft fent to France y return^ 
*o Utrecht on the Twcnty-ieyeath of March y, 
with Ae Cpncellions of 4iiat Court upon every 
iieceflary Point; fo that, all Thiipgs being rea- 
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dy for putting a Period to this great and diffi- 
cult Work, die Lord Privy-Seal and the Earl 
of Strafford gave Notice to the Minifters of the 
feveral Allies, " That their Lordftiips had ap- 
** pointed Tuefday the Thirty-firft Inftant, 
** wherein to fign a Treaty of Peace, and a 
•* Treaty of Commerce, between the Queen 
** of Great^Britain^ their Miftrefs, and the 
«* moftChriftianKingj and hoped the faid AI- 
** lies would be prepared at the fame Time, to 
«* follow their Example," Accordingly their 
Lordfhips employed the three intervening Days, 
in fmoQthing the few Difficulties that remained 
between the French Minifters and thofe of the 
feveral confederate Powers, 

The important Day being now come, the 
Lord Bifhop of Brijol^ind the Earl ofSfraffon/, 
having affiuned the Charader of Ambafladors 
Extraordinary, gave a Memorial in Behalf of 
the French Proteftarits to the Marechal de Hux^ 
elles and his Colleague, who were to tranfmit it 
to their Court ; and thefe delivered to the JBn- 
tijh Ambafladors a Declaration in Writing; that 
the Pretender was adu^ly gone out pf France. 

. The Conditions of Peace to be allowed the 
Emperor and the Empire, as adjuftcd between 
Britain and France^ were now Ukewifc deliver*- 
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cd to the Count Zinzendorff. Thefe and feme 
other previous Matters of fmaller Confequencc 
being finiihed, the Treaties of Peace and Com- 
ncierce between Her Majefly of Britain and the 
moft Chriftian King, were %ned at the Lord 
Privy-Seal's Houfe between two and three of 
the Clock in the Afternoon. The Minifters of 
the Duke of Savoy figned about an Hour after,. 
Then the Affepibly adjourned to the Earl of 
Straffhrd^^y where they all went to Dinner ; and 
about nine at Night the Peace was figned by 
the Minifters of Portugaly by thofe of Pruffia 
at eleven, and when it was pear Midnight by 
the States. 

Thus after all the Oppofition raifed by t 
ftrong Party in France ^ and by a virulent Fac- 
tion in Great-Britain ; after all the Artifices of 
thofe who prefided at xht Hague ^ and for their 
private Intereft, endeavoured, in Conjundtion 
with their Friends in England^ to prolong the 
War ; after the refllefs Endeavours of the Im- 
perial Court to render the Treaty ineffeftual; 
the firm fteady Conduft of the Qioeen, ther 
Wifdom and Courage of her Miniftry, and the 
Abilities of thofe whom fhe employed in her 
Negotiations abroad, prevailed to have a Peace 
figned in one Day by every Power concerned, 
except that of the Emperor and the Empire ; 

for 
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for his Imperial M^eftjr Ukcd his Sita^Ctntoo 
well to think o£ a Peace, while ^the Drudgeiy 
and Expences of the War lay uponoth^r Shoull 
dcrs, and the Advantages were to redound only 
to himfelf. 

During this whole Negotiation, the King 
of Spain^ who was not acknowledged by any of 
the Confederates, had confequendy no Minifter 
at Utrecht ; but the Differences between Her 
Majefty and that Prince were eafily fetded by 
the Lord Lexington at Madrid^ and the Mar* 
quis of Monteleon here : So tiiat upon the Duke 
lyOjfund'o Arrival at the Congrefs, fome Days 
after die Peace, he was ready to conclude a. 
Treaty between the Queen and his Mafter* 
Neither is it probable that the Dutcby or any 
other Ally, except the Emperor, will encoun- 
ter any Difficuldes of Moment, to retard their 
feveral Treaties with his Catholick Majefty. 

The Treaties of Peace and Ccmmcrce be^ 
twcen Great^BriUan and Fr^maty were: ratified 
here on the Seventh of y^/;^7 ; on the Twen- 
ty-eighth the Ratificatians were exchianged \ 
and on the iFifth of -ftjfey ihe Peace w^ 
proclaimed in the ufmd Manner; but with 
louder Acclamations, and more extraordinary 
Rejoicings of the People,, than had ever bcea 
remembered on the like OcadSon, . 

FINIS. 
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